
Inspection of Little Wonders Nursery
Castlemere Community Centre, 60 Tweedale Street, Rochdale, Lancashire OL11 
1HH

Inspection date: 2 March 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy, content and well behaved at this nursery. They achieve well 
because activities meet their individual learning needs. For example, children learn 
key skills to develop their communication and language and have lots of 
opportunities to practise speaking to peers and adults. Staff use focused 
questioning to draw responses from children and give them sufficient time to think 
before they answer. Due to COVID-19, parents no longer routinely enter the 
nursery. As a result, the transitions into nursery have been adapted to help 
children settle at their own pace. Children feel safe in the nurturing environment 
because staff are kind and caring. This helps them to feel secure and valued. 

All children, especially the most disadvantaged, benefit from outdoor learning. Staff 
promote children's physical skills well. The elevated outdoor area provides a unique 
space for many activities, such as a tyre obstacle course which helps to develop 
children's balance and agility. Children also work their small muscles in preparation 
for early writing by using pincers to correctly grip a variety of objects. Children who 
speak English as an additional language are helped to become familiar with the 
setting quickly. Staff members speak a variety of languages and establish key 
phrases in children's home languages. Children have many opportunities to learn 
about similarities and differences. For example, they celebrate different festivals 
and sample foods from around the world. Children use this knowledge to help 
better understand themselves and others.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and managers understand the role they play in creating a nursery that 
nurtures and develops children. The environment is rich in opportunity and 
excitement. Leaders and managers place great importance on staff training and 
well-being. Staff receive effective inductions and ongoing training to be well 
qualified and effective in their roles. Regular supervisions also allow staff to feel 
valued and supported. This positive approach benefits all children. 

n While new to the nursery, the manager has used her previous experience to 
quickly identify the learning needs of the children who attend. The curriculum is 
implemented well to help develop children's learning, for instance in 
communication and language. Children join in a welcome song at the start of 
each session to say 'hello' to each other. All children enthusiastically take part by 
singing together.

n Leaders and managers have made the most of the available space. Many 
resources are at child-accessible levels in well-organised spacious areas. 
However, indoor activities are not utilised effectively enough to meet the 
curriculum intent. For example, children spend most of their time engaged in 
teacher-led activities and rarely access other areas independently. As a result, 
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they have limited opportunities to choose their own play and activities. 
n Children benefit from an outdoor area with resources tailored to help further 

extend their learning. For example, they learn about quantities as they fill bottles 
with soil from the mud kitchen. Staff observe closely and contribute with careful 
questioning, which helps to extend children's vocabulary. As a result, children 
use terms such as 'pour this' and 'make it full'. This also helps to deepen their 
interest in early mathematics.

n Children who speak English as an additional language are fully included. Two-
year-olds starting at the nursery with no English words receive lots of support to 
help them catch up. For example, they sit close to an activity for optimal hearing 
and carefully watch mouth movements of staff who are modelling good 
language. Staff members also speak multiple languages, which helps to develop 
children's understanding via their first language. 

n Children enjoy taking part in activities that link to book of the week. For 
example, having read 'Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?', children 
use different materials to create a bear's face. This helps to develop their 
creativity and make connections with the story. However, across the nursery, 
children have limited access to books. This does not encourage them to explore 
books independently.

n The special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) is knowledgeable in the role 
and works with the staff to put interventions in place where required. Children 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) benefit from 
personalised plans, with achievable steps that help them to make optimum 
progress.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff are trained to identify areas of concern in child protection. They 
understand signs of abuse and what action to take if they have any concerns about 
a child's welfare. The premises are secure and no unauthorised people can gain 
access to the nursery. The elevated outdoor area is secured by a border of 
toughened reinforced glass all the way around. In addition, a retractable canopy 
offers children protection from the heavy rain and harmful sun rays. Children feel 
safe and able to play uninhibited while benefiting from lots of fresh air. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n encourage the independent use of resources in the environment so that children 
have a wider range of learning experiences

n increase the exposure to books and reading in nursery so that children 
experience the joy of reading more regularly.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2535296

Local authority Rochdale 

Inspection number 10215183

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 34

Name of registered person Little Wonders (Early Years) Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP560388

Telephone number 07414800038

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Little Wonders Nursery registered in 2019 and is situated in Rochdale, Lancashire. 
The nursery employs five members of childcare staff. Of these, one holds qualified 
teacher status, one holds an appropriate early years qualification at level 6 and two 
hold level 3. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday with sessions from 8.45am 
until 11.45am and from 12.15pm until 3.15pm. It provides funded early education 
for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Shaun Wilson
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The SENCo spoke to the inspector about how they support children with SEND.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 

manager.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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