
Inspection of Stoborough Nursery
Corfe Road, Stoborough, Nr Wareham, Dorset BH20 5AD

Inspection date: 8 March 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children respond positively to the warm, friendly greeting staff give on their arrival, 
helping them feel safe in their care. Children settle quickly to play and engage well 
in the range of motivating activities provided. Children interact very well with their 
friends and show kindness and consideration for others. For example, they willingly 
make space for a friend to sit with them at circle time, with no prompting from 
staff to do so. 

Staff have a clear intent for children's learning. They provide a curriculum to 
motivate children's curiosity and investigation through play and help them make 
good progress from their starting points. Children develop their imaginations well. 
They like to rock their 'babies' while pretending to feed them. They squeeze, 
squash and roll out play dough and tell a visitor they are making some 'green peas' 
and 'chips'. 

Children gain a good understanding of the world. They listen intently to a favourite 
story about animals and learn that a chimpanzee does not have a tail, a zebra has 
stripes and a giraffe has a very long neck. Children tell staff that lions live in hot 
countries and cheetahs run very fast. They develop an interest in their local 
environment and talk about a nearby castle and bridge. Children learn about 
turrets and say, 'a castle protects people'. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager has clear aims for the nursery and works hard to support staff 
effectively in their roles. Staff continue to attend training to refresh their 
knowledge. For example, they have developed their understanding of ways to 
monitor and assess children's development.

n Children behave very well. They play cooperatively and happily share their toys. 
Staff act as good role models. They talk calmly with children, giving them 
reassurance and praising their good behaviour.

n Staff promote children's communication and language very well. They help all 
children gain the confidence to communicate and express their views. Children 
enjoy joining in with a story about animals. They eagerly make a 'great big 
roaring' sound like a lion. 

n Children enjoy playing in the garden area and benefit from regular opportunities 
to play out in the fresh air. However, staff do not always fully consider how they 
could encourage children to use more of the outdoor resources consistently well; 
for example, to support those who learn best outdoors further still.

n Parents speak highly of the nursery and comment that their children are happy 
and make good progress. Parents say how much they appreciate the supportive, 
friendly approach that staff give to them and their children.
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n Staff make good use of additional funding to support children's individual 
learning needs. They obtain further resources, such as mark-making tools and 
information books that support children's specific interests and next steps of 
learning.

n The manager and staff are reflective of their practice and continue to develop 
the provision. For example, they have reorganised the playroom to create a 
calmer environment with more focussed, meaningful areas of learning. Children 
explore the playroom with interest and engage well in the activities. 

n Children develop a sound understanding of healthy lifestyles. They talk about 
foods that help their teeth stay strong and learn about the importance of 
brushing their teeth to keep them clean. They enjoy exercise and 
enthusiastically shake their arms, legs, fingers and tummies in their action songs 
and games. Children gain confidence and develop good control and balance, 
such as when they eagerly climb on the large wooden pirate ship outdoors. 

n Staff provide a balance of adult- and child-led activities during the session. 
However, at times, staff interrupt children's free play, such as for tidy up time or 
to change their nappies. This does not enable children to have time to fully finish 
their self-chosen play.

n Staff liaise effectively with the adjoining school, including to manage children's 
smooth transition to the reception class. Children develop good confidence, 
independence and social skills to help them prepare for this move.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager supports staff well to keep their safeguarding knowledge up to date. 
Staff understand their responsibility to protect children's welfare and are aware of 
signs and symptoms that may indicate possible concerns about children's welfare. 
Staff know the procedures to follow should a concern arise and also the relevant 
safeguarding agencies to liaise with to help protect children. The manager has 
completed safer recruitment training. The manager and committee have 
appropriate recruitment procedures in place to help them check the suitability of 
those working with the children. Staff complete risk assessments of the premises. 
Since COVID-19, they have changed children's arrival and collection arrangements 
to minimise the number of persons entering the premises. Parents comment that 
they are reassured by the procedures staff implement to help keep their children 
safe.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop ways of monitoring children's use of resources in the garden area to 
support more effectively those children who learn best outdoors
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n review the organisation of some daily routines to give children sufficient warning 
of changes in activities and enable them to finish their play to their own 
satisfaction.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 153468

Local authority Dorset

Inspection number 10062656

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 42

Name of registered person Stoborough Nursery Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP906661

Telephone number 07796297701

Date of previous inspection 18 May 2016

Information about this early years setting

Stoborough Nursery registered in 1994. This nursery is run by a parent committee 
and operates from the grounds of Stoborough First School, near Wareham in 
Dorset. The nursery is open from 8.30am until 3.30pm each weekday during term 
time. The nursery receives funding to provide free early education for children 
aged three and four years. There is a team of six staff, who hold early years 
qualifications from level 2 to early years professional status.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Mary Daniel
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector observed children's interactions in play indoors and outdoors, and 
discussed their learning and development with staff.

n The inspector and manager completed a joint observation and discussed the 
quality of teaching.

n The inspector took into account the spoken views of parents.
n The inspector viewed a sample of documentation, including staff's qualification 

and first-aid certificates. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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