
Inspection of Hedge End Village Hall 
Preschool
The Old Library, St Johns Road, Hedge End, Southampton, Hampshire SO30 4AF

Inspection date: 9 March 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and settled at the pre-school. Staff are kind and welcoming to 
children and treat them with care and respect. Children demonstrate that they feel 
safe as they invite staff into their play and seek them out when they are upset. 
Children also smile and chat to visitors; they enjoy showing off their toys and share 
their ideas and experiences readily. 

Children's behaviour is very good. They listen and respond to adults positively 
throughout the day. Children demonstrate good manners and know about the rules 
and boundaries of the pre-school. They receive an abundance of encouragement 
and praise for their achievements. For example, children independently find their 
photo and put away their coats and bags at the start of the day. This helps to 
boost their growing self-esteem. Children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities receive the support they need. Children's learning experiences and 
development are enhanced effectively through the use of additional funding.

Children make independent choices about whether to play indoors or outdoors, and 
have a say in key aspects of their day. For example, they use pebbles to vote for 
their favourite book. Children make predictions about the most popular one and 
count the pebbles to confirm the winner.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager prides herself in creating a home-from-home environment where 
all the staff get to know the children well. This helps children and their parents 
to feel a real sense of belonging right from the start. Parents are eager to share 
their compliments and positive experiences about the setting. They value and 
praise the high standards set by the staff.

n Staff know children well and talk about what they know and can do. Staff use 
effective systems for planning and assessment to identify children's next steps 
and any gaps in learning. 

n Children learn about the diversity of the wider world. For example, they receive 
letters and postcards from a different country each month. Children follow 
characters around the world and mark the next country on their map of the 
world. However, support for children who speak English as an additional 
language is not consistent enough to help them to make the best possible 
progress. 

n Older children show great curiosity and imagination as they excitedly transport 
water from the water pumping station. They make 'porridge' for the 'three 
bears', mixing oats and mud together for their 'breakfast'. Children play 
cooperatively and demonstrate positive behaviours, such as being kind, sharing 
and taking turns. They continue working the water pump together, to ensure 
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they have enough water for their newly planted beans and to make puddles for 
jumping in. 

n Children's early literacy skills are well supported throughout the pre-school. 
Children listen intently as staff read traditional stories. They make marks and 
begin to write their names on whiteboards. Younger children have opportunities 
to explore rolling, pushing and poking play dough, which helps strengthen the 
muscles in their fingers and hands. These skills help children with later learning, 
such as reading and writing.

n The manager carries out staff observations and meets with staff regularly to 
help improve their practice. Staff have the opportunity to attend training online. 
The manager is aspirational for her staff and the setting. She regularly works 
with outside agencies and reflects on improvements they can make to enhance 
the opportunities available to staff and children. 

n The planning of adult-led activities helps children to develop a range of skills, 
such as letter sounds and mathematical knowledge, as well as new vocabulary. 
However, staff do not always challenge older children enough to extend their 
learning, and younger, quieter children require more support to meet their 
individual needs.

n Motivated children learn and explore through the good range of resources on 
offer. They learn to take manageable risks and use tools for a purpose. For 
example, children spend time hammering golf tee's into different vegetables. 
They understand why they must wear their safety gear and remind their friends 
to put on their goggles so they do not get hurt.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have a good knowledge and understanding of the signs and indicators of 
abuse and neglect. They are confident in the referral procedure to follow should 
they have concerns about a child or a colleague's practice or conduct. The manager 
provides staff with regular safeguarding training, which includes wider 
safeguarding matters. Staff benefit from regular meetings where they can discuss 
and recap on their knowledge. Robust recruitment arrangements help to ensure 
staff are suitable to work with children. Staff maintain a suitable environment for 
children. For example, they complete daily safety checks, with the help of the 
children, to help minimise potential hazards.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n improve further the support on offer for children who speak English as an 
additional language to make even better progress in their learning and 
development
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n ensure the planning of adult-led activities meets all children's individual needs to 
support their overall development and challenge them further.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2540632

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10215348

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 40

Name of registered person Hedge End Village Hall Pre-School CIO

Registered person unique 
reference number 2540631

Telephone number 01489795546

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Hedge End Village Preschool re-registered as a CIO in 2019. It is located in the 
village of Hedge End, near Southampton. The pre-school is open each weekday 
during school term times. Sessions vary throughout the week, between 9am to 
3pm each day. The pre-school is in receipt of funding for the provision of free early 
education for children aged two, three, and four years. Seven staff work with the 
children, six of whom hold relevant qualifications at level 3. The manager also 
holds a level 5 qualification in leadership and management.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Nina Lambkin
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n A learning walk was completed with the manager to discuss the curriculum 
intent and how the provision is organised.

n The manager and the inspector completed a joint evaluation of an activity 
together.

n A meeting was held between the manager and the inspector. The inspector 
reviewed a variety of documents, including qualifications, first-aid certificates 
and policies.

n The inspector observed interactions between staff and children during activities 
and assessed the impact of teaching on children's learning.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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