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Met
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Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are very happy. They enjoy the time they spend at the childminder's 
welcoming and nurturing home. They relax and unwind in this calm environment, 
which complements their school day perfectly. Children walk home from school 
with the childminder, who teaches the importance of road safety. Children arrive at 
her home, knowing the routines of the day. They make choices about what they 
might like to play with and the childminder knows their interests well.

Children have time to practise what they learn at school. For example, they tell the 
childminder which letter they are learning this week. The childminder builds on this 
prior knowledge and skilfully asks children to demonstrate how to write the letter. 
Children are able to describe how they must write the letter and then make the 
mark correctly. This supports children's early writing skills.

Children behave well. The childminder treats them with kindness and consideration. 
This helps them to learn how to treat others and build friendships. For example, 
children are learning to share toys and resources with each other when they play, 
which develops their social skills. Children benefit from plenty of warm praise and 
encouragement from the childminder. This supports children to grow in confidence 
and build on their self-esteem.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder demonstrates a genuine enjoyment of her work. She increases 
her knowledge, through training and wider reading, to keep her skills and 
knowledge up to date.

n The childminder works closely with the school the children attend to meet their 
individual needs. For example, she knows the letter of the week the children are 
working on and the termly topic area. This enables her to support children's 
learning from school in her setting, after school.  

n The childminder has a wide variety of books and uses these effectively to 
support children's early literacy skills. For example, children look at a book with 
the childminder, which supports children to learn about the language of 
emotions. Children are able to describe and draw a range of these emotions and 
demonstrate their 'angry, worried', and 'happy' faces to the childminder. 

n Parents leave positive feedback and appreciate the reassurance and support 
given by the childminder. The childminder keeps parents informed of their child's 
progress through daily feedback, which supports their learning at home.  

n The childminder is aware of the potential impact that the COVID-19 pandemic 
has had on children's learning and development. She has identified that, after 
the national restrictions, some children need support to develop their social skills 
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and ability to express their feelings. The childminder has worked with the school 
and the children in her care, to support them to be able to express themselves. 
For example, she identifies how visual timetables support children to know about 
good routines and how this can support their social development. 

n The childminder has a secure understanding of how children learn and develop. 
She uses her knowledge to plan activities and use resources that help children to 
build on their skills and move on in their learning.   

n Children show good levels of independence for their age. For example, they are 
self-sufficient in all their care needs with gentle, but firm reminders from the 
childminder on good hygiene routines. Children are polite and well mannered. 

n The childminder helps children learn about the wider world. Children have 
opportunities to explore their local community and benefit from daily fresh air 
and exercise, these are rich learning opportunities. For example, the childminder 
asks children about their experience at forest school. This leads into 
conversations about animals in their natural habitat. Children conclude that 
badgers and rabbits live in burrows, but foxes or squirrels do not. 

n Children develop healthy lifestyles in the childminder's care. They benefit from 
the daily walk home from school, where they enjoy fresh air and exercise. In 
addition, children have access to the childminder's garden, which has a range of 
resources to support their physical development. The childminder involves 
children in growing their food, which supports their understanding of where 
produce comes from.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a secure understanding of how to keep children safe. She 
knows the procedures to follow should she have any concerns about children. The 
childminder is vigilant of the signs that may indicate a child is at risk of harm. She 
completes regular training to keep her knowledge up to date. She is aware of wider 
child protection issues, such as exploitation, extremism and radicalisation. The 
childminder carries out regular checks of her home and garden to help provide a 
safe environment for children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2520812

Local authority Oxfordshire 

Inspection number 10215013

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 5

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 2

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2019 and lives in Freeland, in Oxfordshire. She 
provides care after school only on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays, term time 
only. The childminder has qualified teacher status. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Amanda Perkin

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector had a learning walk with the childminder through all areas of the 
premises used by the children.

n Parents shared their views through written feedback. The inspector took account 
of these views.

n Discussions were had with the childminder and children at appropriate times 
throughout the inspection.

n The inspector looked at a sample of the childminder's documentation. This 
included evidence about the suitability of those living in the household, 
qualifications, first-aid certificates and policies and procedures.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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