
Inspection of Lenthall Childrens Club
Lenthall Infant and Nursery School, Marsh Avenue, Dronfield, Derbyshire S18 2HB

Inspection date: 11 March 2022

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children arrive at the club eager and excited to get stuck into the activities that 
staff present to them. They excitedly bounce in, oozing confidence and 
demonstrating they feel safe here. Children place their coats and bags in the box 
and run off to find the activities of their choice and settle quickly. Children know 
that their voices are heard and that staff include them with decisions about the 
club. For example, Monday night is 'make it Monday' and Friday is' theme night'. 
Children discuss what they want to happen on these nights and enjoy planning for 
them.

Children off all ages thrive in the care of professional and dedicated staff, who 
provide a welcoming, safe and nurturing environment. Children are valued as 
individuals by the staff. They take their time to ask how each child's day has been 
and make sure children are alright. Consequently, children develop strong bonds 
with the staff who know them well.

Children's behaviour towards each other is admirable, this is a direct result of the 
staff's high expectations for all children. Younger children display high levels of 
confidence as they play alongside older children during imaginative play. For 
example, a group of children, including two of the youngest group members, play 
harmoniously together for a significant amount of time. They become knights who 
try and save the princess from the dragon. Younger children enhance their play 
skills, develop a rich vocabulary and quickly learn the rules of the game, building 
further on their social skills.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff provide children with activities that complement their school learning. They 
liaise with teachers to identify any gaps in learning and help to bridge the gap. 
For example, the manager is aware that some early years children struggle to 
recognise different shapes. Activities are set up that include a diverse range of 
shapes. Younger children start to recognise different shapes and repeat the 
word rhombus and cylinder. 

n Staff follow clear processes to ensure that children's dietary requirements are 
met. They know children's requirements well as they gather this information 
prior to the child starting. All staff have completed their food hygiene training 
and promote good hygiene procedures with the children. Children know to wash 
their hands before eating and do this independently. 

n The manager and staff work together to evaluate the club and seek the views of 
parents and children. They have adapted their opening times to meet the needs 
of parents in the morning. Furthermore, the manager is aware of the need to 
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strengthen the process of supervision for staff, to identify professional 
development opportunities and discuss individual performance.

n Staff help younger children to understand the rules of games and to be able to 
play alongside their older peers. Younger children are supported to stay engaged 
when a game becomes challenging. During a question and answer game the 
question was 'How many bones are in your body?' Staff quickly identify that 
further support is needed for the younger children. They step in by asking the 
older children to provide a clue. Staff ask each child in turn to take a guess on a 
number. This helps the younger children to continue to play and provides further 
challenge for the older children. Children develop an understanding of 
mathematical language and higher end counting skills as they have to think of 
numbers bigger than a 100.

n The manager and staff develop effective partnerships with parents. They 
regularly communicate, keeping parents up to date with what is happening in 
the club and school. The manager provides a club that is inclusive to the families 
from the local community. She is dedicated to providing a service that supports 
the families of the children that attend the local schools. The club ensures any 
barriers a family might have in attending are minimised as much as possible.

n Children enjoy physical activities. They excitedly move their bodies in an 
enthusiastic manner as they dance to an interactive game on the projector. They 
enjoy showing the member of staff how to do each dance move. They become 
leaders as they help to guide the member of staff. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff keep up to date with child protection training. They know the procedures to 
follow should they have any concerns about a child in their care. Staff are familiar 
with the signs and symptoms that may indicate that a child is at risk of harm. Staff 
talk about the importance of working in collaboration with teachers and other 
professionals to ensure children's emotional health and well-being are promoted. 
Staff help children to understand about how to keep themselves safe. Younger 
children know to go to their key person if they are feeling worried or concerned 
about anything.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY277134

Local authority Derbyshire

Inspection number 10073321

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 10

Total number of places 21

Number of children on roll 42

Name of registered person Lenthall Childrens Club Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP522695

Telephone number 01246 414569

Date of previous inspection 12 July 2016

Information about this early years setting

Lenthall Childrens Club registered in 2004. The out-of-school club employs five 
members of staff. Of these, four hold early years qualifications at level 3 and one is 
working towards level 3. The club opens Monday to Friday from 7.30am until 9am 
and from 3pm until 6pm during term time.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Carly Polak
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, such as the setting's 
safeguarding procedures and evidence of the staff's qualifications including 
paediatric first aid.

n The inspector observed children's interaction with staff and their engagement in 
a range of play activities.

n Parents' views were taken into consideration through written feedback provided. 
n The inspector spoke with the manager, staff and children at appropriate times 

throughout the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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