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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils enjoy attending Clitheroe Brookside School. They said that they feel safe and 
happy at school. Pupils know that staff care about them. Children in early years 
enjoy learning with their friends. They flourish in the exciting learning environment 
that leaders have created.  
 
Pupils strive to live up to the high expectations that leaders and staff have of them 
academically, socially and emotionally. Pupils endeavour to demonstrate the school’s 
values, such as tolerance and empathy for others. Older pupils contribute to the life 
of the school as members of committees, as well-being warriors and as reading 
buddies for younger pupils. Most pupils work hard in lessons and achieve well in a 
range of subjects. Pupils behave well. They are confident that any bullying would be 
dealt with quickly by staff should it occur.  
 
Pupils’ learning is enhanced though a wide range of opportunities beyond the 
academic curriculum, such as fieldwork in the local area. They enjoy the many clubs 
that they can be part of, including those for choir, drama and sports. Pupils are 
looking forward to the return of residential trips and visits to the theatre following 
the easing of the COVID-19 restrictions. They learn about other faiths and cultures. 
This helps to prepare them well for life in modern Britain. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Leaders have designed a well-thought-out curriculum that ignites pupils’ curiosity 
about the world around them. The curriculum meets the needs of all children from 
early years to Year 6.  
 
Subject leaders manage their areas of responsibility well. They have identified the 
essential knowledge and the key vocabulary that they want pupils to know and 
remember. Subject content is carefully ordered so that pupils build on their prior 
learning effectively.  
 
Leaders routinely check that the planned curriculum is being delivered effectively. 
Staff access regular training to keep their subject-specific knowledge fresh and up to 
date. They work together effectively with other colleagues, including colleagues 
from other schools, to share ideas and expertise.  
 
Staff are skilled in identifying pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND). Through carefully planned support, pupils with SEND access all aspects of 
the curriculum and everything that the school has to offer. 
 
Teachers use assessment information effectively. They frequently check what pupils 
know and can do. This helps them to quickly identify any misunderstandings that 
pupils may have. Most pupils achieve well. However, in some subjects, other than 
English and mathematics, some pupils have not remembered aspects of their earlier 
learning. This is particularly the case when they were learning remotely during the 
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COVID-19 restrictions. Since returning to school, they have not had enough 
opportunity to revisit their prior learning to make sure that it is secure. This hampers 
them when they learn something new.  
 
Pupils benefit from the different opportunities that leaders provide. Artefacts 
enhance pupils’ work in history. Fieldwork in the local area helps pupils to 
understand human geographical features at first hand.  
 
From early years, the development of children’s vocabulary and communication skills 
is promoted consistently well by skilled staff. Younger pupils are encouraged to 
explain their thoughts and ideas clearly. Older pupils use their extensive vocabulary 
knowledge skilfully during discussions and debates. A love of reading is fostered 
across the school. This is supported by the carefully selected books available in the 
school library and around the school. Teachers read to pupils frequently, selecting 
books from a range of authors and subjects. Older pupils talked enthusiastically 
about the books that they have read. 
 
Children in early years enjoy listening to familiar stories, songs and rhymes. From 
the start of the Reception class, the books that children read match the sounds that 
they know. They practise their phonics knowledge across a range of activities. In key 
stage 1, pupils use their phonics knowledge well to read unfamiliar words. This helps 
them to become confident, fluent readers. Pupils who struggle with reading benefit 
from the extra support that they receive from trained staff. This includes pupils at 
the early stages of reading in key stage 2.  
 
Pupils are polite and well mannered. They conduct themselves well around school. 
Leaders have created a positive culture where pupils thrive. Pupils work hard in a 
calm and focused learning environment. They are proud of their achievements. 
 
Pupils demonstrate respect and tolerance for the views and opinions of others. They 
can explain why British values are important and why everyone has the right to live 
as they choose within the law of the land. Through fundraising events, pupils can 
contribute to the lives of others in the local community. 
 
Governors are proud to be part of the school. They use their knowledge and 
expertise effectively to hold leaders to account for all aspects of school life. Staff feel 
well supported by leaders. They appreciate the way leaders are mindful of their 
workload and well-being.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Pupils are taught how to keep themselves safe in a variety of situations, including 
when out in the community and when using social media. Pupils know what makes a 
good friend and what to do if they have any worries or concerns. Leaders provide 
guidance for parents and carers so that they know how to keep their children safe 
when they are using the internet at home.  
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Staff know pupils well. Staff quickly identify any subtle changes in pupils’ 
demeanour. Training ensures that staff understand the procedures that they need to 
follow should they have any concerns about pupils’ welfare. Leaders work effectively 
with other agencies and charities when required. This enables them to provide 
additional support for pupils and families facing challenging circumstances. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 In subjects other than mathematics and English, some pupils struggle to recall 

some of the knowledge that they were taught during the periods when the school 
was closed to most pupils. This is because teachers are not providing enough 
opportunities for pupils to revisit their prior learning. This hampers pupils when 
learning something new. Leaders should ensure that pupils are ready for the next 
stage of their learning.  

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you 
can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 119321 

Local authority Lancashire 

Inspection number 10211686 

Type of school Primary 

School category Maintained 

Age range of pupils 4 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 172 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body  Barbara Booth 

Headteacher Beverley Allan 

Website www.brookside.lancs.sch.uk 

Date of previous inspection 
13 and 14 March 2018, under section 5 
of the Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
 School leaders do not use any alternative provision.  

 

Information about this inspection 
 
The inspectors carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
This was the first routine inspection the school had received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders, and 
have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school. 
 
 During the inspection, inspectors spoke with representatives from the governing 

body. Inspectors also spoke with the headteacher, members of the leadership 
team and staff. The lead inspector met with a representative of the local 
authority.  

 Inspectors carried out deep dives in these subjects: early reading, mathematics, 
science and geography. Inspectors met with subject leaders, visited lessons and 
spoke to staff. Inspectors spoke to pupils about their learning and their 
experiences of the school. Inspectors also looked at pupils’ work and listened to 
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pupils read. Inspectors also took account of the curriculum and pupils’ learning in 
a range of other subjects. 

 During the inspection, inspectors reviewed a range of documentation relating to 
safeguarding and the work of the school.  

 Inspectors considered the responses to Ofsted Parent View, including the free-
text comments. They also spoke with parents at the start of the school day. They 
reviewed the responses to the online staff and pupil questionnaires. 

 
Inspection team 

 

Amanda Stringer, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Lesley Curtis Ofsted Inspector 

    



 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Clitheroe Brookside Primary School 

8 and 9 February 2022 7 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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