
Inspection of Embsay with Eastby Pre-
School Playgroup
The Village Hall, Main Street, Embsay, Skipton, North Yorkshire BD23 6RE

Inspection date: 1 March 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children flourish at this unique pre-school and are extremely happy and settled. 
They develop trusting bonds with their key person and the staff team, and show 
they feel safe. Children are provided with high-quality care in a calm and 
stimulating home-from-home learning environment. They eagerly go off to find 
their friends and become deeply engrossed in their play. Staff recognise children's 
unique characters and nurture their specific skills and talents. Children's behaviour 
is impeccable. They are respectful and caring towards each other. Children manage 
their feelings and emotions as they play sociably together. Staff are very positive 
role models and have very high expectations for children's behaviour.

The curriculum is extremely well planned. It runs seamlessly through the age 
groups, allowing children to build and extend their skills. Children demonstrate a 
can-do attitude. They persevere and show deep levels of concentration as they 
learn new skills. Developing children's communication skills is a key focus in the 
pre-school. Children thoroughly enjoy listening to stories and exploring books 
independently. Staff skilfully use enjoyable songs and rhymes to engage them. 
Children learn from their clear speech and the repetition of sounds. For example, 
older children confidently re-tell the 'Owl Babies' story to the inspector. They repeat 
new vocabulary as they practise 'swooping' with the owl props to support the story.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children make outstanding progress from their starting points. Teaching is 
consistently of the highest quality. Children's progress is meticulously monitored 
to ensure that any potential gaps in their learning are quickly identified and 
managed. Staff use children's interests to plan their specific learning and 
development. Activities are successfully differentiated to meet the different ages 
and learning intentions of children taking part. For example, staff give younger 
children more time to think and respond to questions. 

n Children move very confidently between inside and outside and make their own 
play choices from the interesting variety of activities on offer. The outside areas 
are used particularly well to enrich children's learning. For example, children 
plant and tend to their vegetables, pick and wash the produce they grow and 
eat it for their snack. 

n Numeracy skills are well supported across the pre-school. Staff introduce 
mathematical language and use it effectively throughout the day. Children use 
positional language. For example, 'under and over' and 'above and below' as 
they play with malleable materials, including dough, mud and water. Children 
aged two delight in helping staff and are very confident and not afraid to ask for 
help.

n The staff capture many opportunities for supporting children's thinking and 
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language skills throughout the daily routine. Extremely skilful questioning from 
staff encourages children to think critically at every opportunity. They talk about 
the 'ingredients' needed to make pancakes and work collaboratively together, 
listening to each other's suggestions. This helps to build children's positive self-
esteem and confidence.

n The highly skilled, well-qualified and experienced staff support children with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities exceptionally well. They access 
specific training to continually develop their professional skills and improve their 
already excellent practice. For example, knowledge gained from recent speech 
and language training has been used to benefit children with specific language 
needs. 

n Children enjoy plenty of fresh air and exercise. They have many opportunities to 
be physical active. For example, they develop their physical skills as they climb, 
jump and throw balls. Children develop the small muscles in their hands to begin 
to write. Children are exceptionally well prepared for the next stage in their 
learning, including school.

n Parents describe the pre-school as 'amazing' and staff 'go above and beyond'. 
They highly commend the staff about the help, advice and support they receive, 
including during the COVID-19 pandemic. They cannot praise the staff enough 
for keeping in touch with them through phone calls and emails. Parents know 
what their child needs to learn next and how to support their ongoing learning at 
home.

n The management committee fully understands its responsibilities. Arrangements 
for the supervision and coaching of staff are in place. The highly reflective 
manager and staff team continually strive to deliver the very best experiences 
for families. The targeted training they attend has enabled them to ensure the 
curriculum focuses sharply on the children's individual learning preferences and 
interests. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The pre-school has a strong commitment to safeguarding children and families. 
Staff continually review the environment, both indoors and outdoors, to make sure 
it is safe and secure. They take prompt action to minimise any hazards to keep 
children safe. Staff are extremely vigilant in noticing any changes in a child's 
behaviour and actions. They are alert to the signs of abuse and have robust 
procedures in place to report concerns about children's welfare. Staff regularly 
review risk assessments and minimise any hazards to keep children safe. Robust 
recruitment procedures and ongoing checks ensure the suitability of staff.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 400454

Local authority North Yorkshire

Inspection number 10117718

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 23

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 23

Name of registered person Embsay-with-Eastby Pre-School Playgroup 
Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP523140

Telephone number 01756 791123

Date of previous inspection 18 March 2015

Information about this early years setting

Embsay and Eastby Pre-School Playgroup registered in 1967 and is located in 
Skipton, North Yorkshire. It is managed by a voluntary management committee. 
The pre-school employs eight members of childcare staff, all of whom hold 
appropriate childcare qualifications. Of these, three hold an early years qualification 
at level 5 or above, including one with qualified teacher status. Sessions are from 
7.30am to 5.30pm, Monday to Friday, term time only with occasional holiday 
provision. The pre-school provides funded early education for two-, three- and 
four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Shirley Maynard
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in the evaluation of the setting.

n The inspector interacted with staff and children at appropriate times throughout 
the inspection. She spoke to parents and took account of their views. 

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk where the manager 
explained the skills and knowledge she wanted children to learn. 

n The inspector and the manager carried out a joint observation and assessed the 
impact of teaching on children's learning. 

n A meeting was held between the manager and the inspector. She reviewed a 
variety of documents, including qualifications, first-aid certificates and policies. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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