
Inspection of Kids Love Nature 
Kindergarten at Lymington
South Baddesley Village Hall, South Baddesley, Lymington, Hamps SO41 5RP

Inspection date: 24 February 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children benefit from excellent opportunities and experiences at the nursery. Staff 
use every opportunity to stimulate children's learning through extremely high-
quality interactions that build on what children can already do.  

Children are exceptionally independent. They demonstrate they can take care of 
their personal needs. For example, confidently changing out of wet clothes. 
Children offer each other suggestions, such as using a bag to take their clothes 
home in. They offer one another plenty of encouragement and celebrate their 
successes. Younger children very quickly pick up the routines of the pre-school 
room with exceptional support from their older friends. Babies learn to wash up 
after lunch, laughing with delight and playing with the bubbles. Staff are highly 
supportive and sensitive to the children they care for. 

Children thrive at the nursery. Staff empower children to manage their own 
feelings and behaviour. They teach children strategies and model words to use. 
Staff are excellent role models and children's behaviour is exemplary.

Children enjoy extensive periods of uninterrupted play, with many children 
choosing to learn outdoors. They lead their own learning, such as moving from the 
gentle slope of the door ramp to the slide to make their vehicles travel faster. 
Children are highly motivated and engaged in their play and learning. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and managers have embraced revisions to the early year foundation 
stage. They have used the opportunity to thoroughly embed their own 
curriculum, ensuring a very well-thought-out and sequenced approach to 
children's learning. Staff are fully involved and share the vision to offer all 
children an exceptional start to their educational journey. 

n Children's emotional well-being is at the very centre of the nursery curriculum. 
Staff notice that the impact of COVID-19 restrictions has had a negative effect 
on many children's emotional development. They are highly reflective of this and 
take additional care and time to form highly nurturing relationships with 
children. As a result, children feel safe and secure and are ready to learn.

n Staff know the children they care for extremely well and understand how they 
learn. Activities and resources are meticulously planned to take account of 
individual children's learning styles and interests. Children have ample time, 
space and opportunity to get deeply engrossed, as they explore the extensive 
resources staff provide. Staff are exceptionally 'tuned into' children's learning. 
They know when to stand back or to challenge them further to deeply explore 
their chosen topics. All children make superb progress in their learning. 
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n Children's communication is excellent. They hold mature conversations, using 
vocabulary that exceeds the general expectations for their age. Staff use every 
possible opportunity to teach children an abundance of real-life words as they 
play. Children learn the names of birds and plants. For instance, as they play 
and explore in the outdoor learning spaces. Babies learn to use sign language, 
communicating very effectively before they can speak. 

n Staff form excellent partnerships with parents. They ensure parents are fully 
informed about their children's time at the nursery, using an online app and 
through extensive verbal handovers. Innovative boards outside the nursery 
entrance give parents further ideas to continue their children's learning at home. 
Parents comment they are in awe of all the nursery does to support their 
children's learning.

n Leaders and managers recruit staff who share their vision of exceptionally high-
quality childcare and education. Specialist staff, such as artists and gardeners, 
complement the staff team to offer children further amazing experiences at the 
nursery. Children delight in the opportunities being at the farm offers them. 
They enthusiastically take part in preparing the soil for growing vegetables, 
showing they know how to use tools competently. Children learn about 'soil to 
plate' as they grow their own vegetables. These are used in the nursery kitchen 
to prepare nutritious meals and children make their own bread.

n Leaders and managers ensure all staff receive the very best opportunities for 
professional development. All staff are continually developing their skills and 
knowledge to maintain an outstanding level of practice. Staff comment they feel 
valued and their opinions matter. Their well-being is supported excellently.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and managers place a very high focus on safeguarding. Staff recruitment 
follows an extremely robust process to ensure staff are suitable to work with 
children. All staff receive excellent training to enable them to confidently carry out 
their roles, starting from a thorough induction. The staff team is very 
knowledgeable about safeguarding. The staff fully understand their responsibilities 
to keep children safe and promote their well-being at all times. Leaders ensure 
staff's knowledge is continually tested through weekly questioning and regular 
updates at monthly staff meetings.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY350662

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10128609

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 54

Number of children on roll 71

Name of registered person Children's Nature Nursery at Lymington 
Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP526699

Telephone number 01590 626 607

Date of previous inspection 3 March 2016

Information about this early years setting

Kids Love Nature Kindergarten at Lymington registered in 2007. It operates from a 
converted village hall in South Baddesley, near Lymington in Hampshire. The 
nursery is open Monday to Friday, from 7.45am to 6pm, throughout the year. 
There are 17 members of staff who work with the children. Of these, 11 hold 
relevant childcare qualifications at level 3 and above. The nursery receives funding 
for free early years education for children aged two, three and four years. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Emma Dean
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken this into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager and area manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and 
talked to the inspector about the curriculum and what they intend for the 
children to learn.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided indoors and 
outside, and assessed the impact this was having on children's learning. 

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager. 
n A meeting was held between the inspector, manager, area manager and virtually 

with one of the company's directors. The inspector looked at relevant 
documentation and saw evidence of suitability of staff. 

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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