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Inspection of a good school: Boxgrove
Primary School

Boxgrove Road, Abbey Wood, Greenwich SE2 9JP

Inspection dates: 8 and 9 February 2022

Outcome

Boxgrove Primary School continues to be a good school.

What is it like to attend this school?

Pupils are polite and welcoming. Older pupils communicate eloquently and with maturity.
Behaviour in lessons is good and low-level disruption is rare. Pupils move around the
school calmly. They interact with each other positively at playtimes. All enjoy the activities
on offer. Bullying happens rarely, and staff deal with it seriously when it happens.

Teachers confidently teach a broad and ambitious curriculum to all pupils, including those
in the specially resourced provision for pupils with special educational needs and/or
disabilities (specially resourced provision). Pupils are encouraged to learn from their
mistakes and, as a result, they have become resilient learners. They routinely revisit their
past learning and build on it.

Pupils are proud of their school vegetable garden. They are keen to show off their
homegrown produce of carrots and apples. Many enjoy their extra responsibilities such as
‘playground prefects’ and ‘school councillors’. Relationships are built on mutual respect.
Pupils feel safe at school and know how to keep safe online. They proudly promote
tolerance and celebrate each other’s differences.

Staff take advantage of the wealth of local places of interest. Pupils enjoy their visits to
the Royal Observatory and the O2 arena. They also look forward to residential trips, such
as the Year 2 overnight visit to a farm in Sussex.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better?

Leaders have made sure the curriculum is broad and ambitious for all pupils. This includes
pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) in the mainstream classes
and those in the specially resourced provision. In key stages 1 and 2, leaders have
identified the key knowledge and skills to be covered in all subjects across the school.
Currently, key stage 1 and 2 subject leaders in English and mathematics include learning
in the early years when planning their curriculum programmes. For other subjects, work in
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the early years is considered separately from the rest of the school. This means that
children are not always as well prepared for Year 1 as they might be.

Staff receive regular, subject-specific training. This enables them to teach with confidence.
Leaders have purchased carefully chosen schemes and resources for some subjects. This
has further supported teachers with any gaps in their subject knowledge and has reduced
their workload. In physical education, teachers deliver appropriately pitched lessons for
their pupils. In gymnastics and dance, skills are broken down, practised and developed.
Pupils make noticeable progress year on year. Teachers break down the learning into
achievable steps. They give pupils purposeful feedback, so they know exactly what they
need to do to improve. Pupils are simultaneously taught about the health benefits of
exercise on the human body.

In mathematics, pupils demonstrate fluency and reasoning. In the early years, children
are taught the same language, images and resources as the rest of the school. They
practise their counting and begin to use simple addition methods. Staff model the same
methods in the specially resourced provision. Here, mathematics lessons are tailored to
meet the needs of individual pupils. Pupils progress at their own pace. They work on
appropriate year group content so that they are prepared for when they reintegrate with
their mainstream classes. In the mainstream classes, pupils demonstrate secure
mathematical knowledge. They can make useful connections between fractions,
percentages and decimals. Through regular assessments in all subjects, teachers identify
gaps in knowledge and misconceptions. They address these in their lessons. More formal
assessments are done three times a year. Teachers use these to track pupils’ progress.

Leaders have made sure that reading is a priority. Although they have only recently
changed the phonics programme, it is already embedded well across the school. Pupils
who fell behind due to the COVID-19 restrictions are already making rapid progress. All
staff have received training to deliver the new programme. Pupils who have fallen behind
are quickly identified. Through tailored support, they soon catch up with their peers.
Books match pupils’ phonics knowledge. All staff promote the love of reading. Teachers
read quality, carefully chosen texts out loud to their class. Pupils become animated when
talking about their favourite books and authors.

Despite the complex needs of many pupils, disruption to lessons is rare. Staff manage
pupils’ behaviour with expertise. Leaders engage with professionals to ensure that all
pupils with SEND receive any extra support they need.

Pupils are taught about life in modern Britain through their personal, social and health
education curriculum. They learn about different faiths and celebrate each other’s
differences. They give examples of when teachers have addressed racism and sexism
through their lessons and the positive impact this has had.

Staff enjoy working at the school. They feel supported by senior leaders and are grateful
for the adjustments that have been made to reduce their workload.
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Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is a strong culture of safeguarding across the school. Rigorous processes are in
place to identify concerns. Staff are quick to raise their concerns through the school’s
systems and make sure they follow their concerns up. Leaders make appropriate and
timely referrals when necessary. They support families through their own in-house early
help systems and engage well with agencies.

Staff and governors receive regular training. They are kept up to date with national and
local challenges.

Pupils feel safe at the school and have at least one adult they can talk to. They know how
to keep safe online.

What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B The reading and mathematics curriculum in the early years prepares children well for
what they will learn from Year 1 onwards. However, this is not the case in some other
subjects. Leaders of all subjects should strengthen connections between the early
years and key stage 1 curriculum programmes so that children are better prepared for
what they will learn in Year 1.

Background

When we have judged a school to be good, we will then normally go into the school
about once every four years to confirm that the school remains good. This is called a
section 8 inspection of a good or outstanding school, because it is carried out under
section 8 of the Education Act 2005. We do not give graded judgements on a section 8
inspection. However, if we find evidence that a school would now receive a higher or
lower grade, then the next inspection will be a section 5 inspection. Usually this is within
one to two years of the date of the section 8 inspection. If we have serious concerns
about safeguarding, behaviour or the quality of education, we will deem the section 8
inspection as a section 5 inspection immediately.

This is the second section 8 inspection since we judged the school to be good in May
2015.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or to
find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted Parent View
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their
inspection.
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https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
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The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school.

If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can
complain to Ofsted.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil

premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details

Unique reference number 100150

Local authority Greenwich

Inspection number 10211365

Type of school Primary

School category Community

Age range of pupils 3to11

Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 433

Appropriate authority The governing body

Chair of governing body Tim Linkens

Headteacher Holly Broughton (Executive Headteacher)
Website www.boxgrove.greenwich.sch.uk

Date of previous inspection 7 February 2017, under section 8 of the

Education Act 2005

Information about this school

B The school formed The Conatus Federation, a hard federation with another local
school, in September 2021.

W The school has a specially resourced provision on site. This is a provision for primary-
age children who have a diagnosis of autism spectrum disorder. They currently have six
pupils on roll. These pupils are only on roll at this school.

B The school sometimes uses an alternative provision at their sister school. The
Kidbrooke Park Learning Centre is a mixed provision for primary-age children within the
Royal Borough of Greenwich. This provision is registered under the Kidbrooke Park
Primary School. This placement enables pupils to refocus on their learning and/or to
prevent permanent exclusion. They remain dual registered when attending this
provision.

Information about this inspection

W This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 pandemic
began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders and has taken
that into account in their evaluation of the school.
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B The inspector met with all senior leaders, several teaching staff and support staff,
governors and a representative from the local authority.

B The inspector carried out deep dives in these subjects: early reading, mathematics and
physical education. For each deep dive, the inspector met with subject leaders, looked
at curriculum plans, visited a sample of lessons, spoke to teachers, spoke to some
pupils about their learning and looked at samples of pupils’ work. The inspector looked
at curriculum plans for history and science.

B The inspector scrutinised a range of documents, including leaders’ evaluation of the
school and priorities for school improvement.

B The inspector looked at the effectiveness of the school’s work on safeguarding by
reviewing the record of pre-employment checks for staff, speaking to staff, governors
and pupils and meeting with the safeguarding team.

B The inspector took account of the views of pupils, parents and staff, as gathered
through discussions and Ofsted’s surveys.

Inspection team

Aliki Constantopoulou, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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