
Inspection of Ashfield Plaza Day 
Nursery
Sutton Road, Kirkby-in-Ashfield, NOTTINGHAM NG17 8HP

Inspection date: 23 February 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children demonstrate secure attachments with staff. They confidently leave parents 
at the door and settle quickly. Children demonstrate positive attitudes to learning 
and eagerly join in with planned activities. For example, pre-school children learn 
how to keep their teeth clean. They draw spots on pictures of teeth and practise 
brushing them off. Children develop social skills as they talk with each other about 
when they have visited a dentist. Staff have high expectations of children's 
behaviour. Children learn to be kind and share resources with others during play. 
They are developing skills they need in preparation for school. For example, 
children are confident to do things for themselves. They make choices about their 
play, fetch their own coats and serve themselves at mealtimes.

Children are developing their physical skills. Babies enjoy rocking back and forth on 
the seesaw. Toddlers walk across a balance beam as staff provide words of 
encouragement. They develop confidence as they safely negotiate walking over 
bumps and humps. Pre-school children excitedly join a 'stay active' session. They 
giggle as they stomp around the room pretending to be elephants. Staff extend this 
by placing cones on the floor. Children pretend the cones are hot lava and their 
footballs are dogs. Staff challenge them to keep their dogs out of danger. Children 
learn control as the gently kick their football around the cones. When they lose 
their ball, they keep trying. Children show pride when they succeed.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff have created a 'communication-friendly space' in each room. This space 
allows children to talk with each other without adult interaction. For example, 
pre-school children take their dolls into this space. They pretend their dolls are 
babies and talk with each other about how they are looking after them. This 
helps children become confident talkers as they practise their conversational 
skills and share ideas.

n Staff teach children what is expected of them during daily routines and activities. 
They are good role models who provide consistent guidance to children. For 
example, when toddlers chase each other around the room, staff ask them to 
stop and explain they will fall over toys and hurt themselves. This helps children 
understand how to play safely. 

n Staff know the children well. They know what they want children to learn next 
and they understand how to build on what children already know and can do. 
For example, staff ask children thought-provoking questions to extend their 
learning. However, on occasion, staff quickly provide the answer themselves. 
This means children do not get the chance to think and respond.

n Staff support children to develop their small-muscle skills. They encourage older 
babies to carefully build a tower with tunnels. Toddlers eagerly copy staff by 
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stretching and squeezing dough to create a person with wobbly eyes. Pre-school 
children show good control as they use pencils to colour pictures of animals. 
Staff support them to write their names. Children confidently draw circles and 
lines, and staff praise them for trying. This supports early writing skills.

n Overall, daily routines are well organised and support children to learn. 
However, on occasion, children's learning is interrupted when the routine 
changes unexpectedly. For example, babies eagerly sit down to glue and stick. 
They are then told by staff that they are going outside. Babies look confused at 
what they should do next. Additionally, toddler story time is interrupted by high 
noise levels. This is caused by staff getting the room ready for lunchtime. This 
disrupts children's learning and their ability to fully engage in an activity.         

n The nursery provides healthy meals and snacks for the children. Staff encourage 
children to wash their hands before meals and provide access to fresh drinking 
water. They use mealtimes to help children understand the benefits of eating 
well.

n Managers and staff strive to provide an inclusive environment. To this end, each 
room has an inclusion area. Parents and children bring in special items to share. 
For example, children have recently learned about a prayer mat from one child's 
home. Additionally, children are helped to understand about other children at 
the nursery who need special equipment. This supports children to understand 
that everyone is different.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a secure knowledge of the possible signs that a child may be at risk of 
harm, and know what procedures to follow if they have concerns. They know what 
signs may suggest that a child is being exposed to extreme views or behaviour. 
Staff know the correct procedure to follow should there be concerns about the 
conduct of a colleague. The manager carries out safer recruitment checks to 
ensure the ongoing suitability of staff working with children. The setting is secure 
and routinely checked to ensure the safety of children. Children are well supervised 
at all times.   

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n ensure changes to daily routines do not disrupt children's learning  
n ensure staff always give children enough time to process their thoughts and 

express their ideas when responding to questions.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY476563

Local authority Nottinghamshire County Council

Inspection number 10138653

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 5

Total number of places 45

Number of children on roll 71

Name of registered person The Two Counties Trading Company

Registered person unique 
reference number RP911458

Telephone number 01623 455003

Date of previous inspection 2 March 2016

Information about this early years setting

Ashfield Plaza Day Nursery registered in 2014 and is based in Kirkby-in-Ashfield, 
Nottinghamshire. The nursery employs 12 members of childcare staff. Of these 
three hold an appropriate early years qualification at level 4, and eight hold an 
appropriate early years qualification at level 3. The nursery opens Monday to Friday 
from 7.30am to 6pm for 51 weeks a year. It provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Susan Hyatt
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Inspection activities

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about the curriculum and what they want the children to learn.

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The special educational needs coordinator talked to the inspector about how 

they support children with special educational needs/or disabilities.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning. 
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children. 
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 

manager. 
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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