
Inspection of Moorgate Daycare 
Nursery
C/O Valley Childrens Centre, Moorgate Grove, Rotherham, South Yorkshire S60 2TR

Inspection date: 22 February 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children make close bonds with the staff who care for them. Staff greet children by 
their names and they welcome them into the setting. Children show how they are 
independent. They know that they need to wash their hands before meals and they 
clear away their own plates. They choose what they want to play with and explore 
the environment with confidence.

Children show curiosity and are imaginative. They make a train from large building 
blocks and pretend to travel up a mountain. Children become interested in the 
world around them. They listen outdoors for new sounds and look up into the sky 
to see what they can see. Staff use these opportunities to help children to increase 
their vocabulary. For example, staff talk to children about what they can see and 
what they can hear. They introduce new words, such as 'aeroplane' and 'engine'. 
Staff support children to develop their communication and language skills.

Children start to show an interest in books from an early age. They can turn the 
pages and point to the pictures. Staff support this by reading to children and 
describing the pictures in the book. Children clap in celebration as they count the 
animals on the page. Children enjoy singing songs and familiar rhymes. They join 
in with staff as they sing the words and do the actions to 'The wheels on the bus'. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff support children to develop their mathematical skills. They use an activity 
with coloured bears to help children learn how to sort them into categories of 
colours and sizes. Children are starting to develop an understanding of positional 
language. Staff model language such as 'on top' and 'underneath'. Children are 
able to follow instructions and confidently place objects where they are asked to.

n Staff observe children to see what they know and can do. They use this to plan 
activities to develop children's skills. However, teaching is not always focused on 
building on children's existing skills. Occasionally, activities for a very small 
number of children do not take into account what they already know and can 
do. 

n Staff promote positive behaviour. They praise children for saying 'please' and 
'thank you'. They encourage children to share with their friends and to be kind 
to each other. For example, staff help children to recognise when another child 
is upset. Staff talk to children about their feelings to help them to understand 
emotions. 

n Managers are focusing on the development of children's social skills following 
the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. Staff plan activities that they know 
children have an interest in. This helps children to be confident in the 
environment. Staff talk to children while they are changing their nappies or 
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feeding them. Children feel safe and secure with staff who know them well.
n Staff build good relationships with parents. They find out important information 

when children start at the setting. For example, they ask about allergies and 
ensure that children's needs are well catered for. Parents describe feeling that 
their children are safe and well cared for. 

n Managers have a clear vision of what they want children to learn. They describe 
what they want children to know and do by the time they move on to the next 
stage in the setting. However, a small number of staff are not clear about how 
teaching helps children with their next steps in learning. This is because the 
existing arrangements to check the performance of staff are not yet embedded 
enough to fully help all staff to understand how to teach children new skills and 
knowledge across the whole curriculum. That being said, managers are aware of 
this and are taking steps to improve supervision sessions.

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are well 
supported. They are able to access the setting and the opportunities that staff 
provide for them. Staff recognise when children need extra help. They 
communicate with parents about this. Staff are prompt at seeking extra support 
from outside agencies. Children with SEND are learning new skills alongside their 
peers.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers ensure that staff have an up-to-date knowledge of local safeguarding 
partnership procedures. New staff access safeguarding training as a priority. Staff 
are alert to any concerns about children and report these immediately. Managers 
and staff carry out risk assessments of the environment to ensure that children are 
safe. At the same time, they allow children to take risks outdoors and learn how to 
keep themselves safe.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n ensure that information about what individual children know and can do is 
consistently used to plan activities that are well matched to their next stage of 
development

n further develop existing supervision processes to ensure there is an even clearer 
focus on what and how children are taught.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2594062

Local authority Rotherham

Inspection number 10216799

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 11

Total number of places 101

Number of children on roll 40

Name of registered person Wickersley Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP534570

Telephone number 01709 806773

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Moorgate Daycare Nursery registered in 2020 and operates in Rotherham. The 
nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year round, except for bank holidays. 
Sessions are from 7am to 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children. All staff hold a level 3 qualification or 
higher. The manager holds a relevant qualification at level 5.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Aimee Hill
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and inspector carried out a learning walk together of all areas of 
the setting and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector held discussions with the manager and staff.
n Parents spoke to the inspector about their views of the nursery.
n The inspector scrutinised appropriate documentation, including paediatric first-

aid certificates and documents detailing the suitability of staff.
n The inspector and the manager carried out a joint observation of teaching 

together.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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