
Inspection of Children 1st @ Derby 
Road
146 Derby Road, Long Eaton, NOTTINGHAM NG10 4AX

Inspection date: 22 February 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children settle in and choose what they would like to play with from a wide range 
of options. They confidently move around the rooms and the outside area safely. 
Younger children use slides independently and squeal with delight as they jump 
into balls at the bottom. Older children become 'pirates' and 'walk the plank', 
jumping into the 'sea'. This helps children to develop their imagination and physical 
skills. Babies and staff form strong attachments with one another. Babies snuggle 
close to staff for reassurance and sit on their laps to join in with activities, such as 
using musical instruments. They show great enjoyment as they pick up the 
instruments, shake them and listen to the different sounds they make.

Children have a positive attitude to their learning and are eager to join in the 
activities that the staff plan for them. Pre-school children excitedly make a 
vegetable superhero after listening to a story about a 'super potato'. They each 
choose a vegetable and put eyes, capes and belts on their vegetables. Children talk 
with staff about their super vegetable and imagine the powers they have. They 
decide their heroes are strong, fast and helpful to their friends. Staff develop the 
activity further and discuss with children the names of their super vegetables. One 
child says his vegetable's name is 'Captain Carrot' and another child says 'it's Iron 
Broccoli'.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager is passionate about her role. Since the last inspection, staff now 
support children who prefer to play outside more to develop their investigation 
skills. For example, staff introduce children to a mud kitchen. Children enjoy this 
experience and extend their own learning by making a 'vegetable soup'. They 
name the vegetables and explore the textures of the wet and dry ingredients.

n Staff foster children's language skills effectively. They make eye contact with 
babies and get down to their level as they talk to them. Staff sing songs and use 
sign language to communicate with children with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities. They encourage pre-school children to remember phrases 
from books, such as ''help' cried the peas' and ''oh' cried the broccoli'. This also 
helps to support children's early literacy skills.

n Staff support children to use their small-muscle skills. Babies and young toddlers 
excitedly swirl paint around with their fingers. Older toddlers use spoons to 
scoop up sand and flour and begin to make circular patterns. Pre-school children 
use crayons. They show that they can write their name and are beginning to 
form letters correctly. Practising these skills helps to strengthen children's fingers 
and hands, which supports their future learning and readiness for school.

n Parents speak highly of the nursery and say that staff are professional, know 
their children, and are very friendly. Staff share children's learning with parents 
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and show them photographs of what their children are doing while at the 
nursery. They enquire about the experiences the children have at home and 
extend these to enhance learning. For example, some children do not have 
gardens at home so staff provide opportunities to widen their understanding of 
nature. Children dig in the nursery garden, plant vegetables and hunt for 
insects.

n Staff help children to develop their personal skills. They encourage children to 
try to do things for themselves. Toddlers know how to wash their hands and 
pre-school children can tell staff that they wash their hands 'to get rid of the 
germs'. Pre-school children also learn to take risks for themselves. For example, 
they cut up their own grapes at snack time and use scissors carefully as they cut 
material.

n Staff are positive role models and guide children's behaviour. Staff working with 
the toddlers remind them to take care and not to push as they go down the slide 
in case they hurt their friends. Pre-school children show good self-regulation as 
they play together. For example, they remind others whose turn it is to roll the 
objects down the tubes.

n Staff provide an interesting curriculum, where children learn through play. They 
plan a variety of activities to enhance children's learning, such as making 
pictures out of different shapes. Staff consider children's interests and prior 
learning when they interact in positive ways with them as they play. However, 
some staff are less clear on what skills and knowledge they want children to 
gain through the activities they choose to engage in.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and her staff have a good understanding of the indicators that may 
suggest that a child is being abused or neglected. They confidently know the steps 
to take should they need to report any concerns about a child or the conduct of a 
staff member. Staff take part in regular training and use this knowledge to create a 
culture of safety and awareness. Leaders within the company carry out rigorous 
recruitment procedures and ensure the ongoing suitability of staff. The premises 
are safe and secure and staff conduct daily risk assessments to ensure the rooms 
are safe for the children to play in.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen staff's understanding of how to implement the learning intentions for 
activities, so they are clear on what skills and knowledge they want children to 
gain.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY239316

Local authority Derbyshire

Inspection number 10131234

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 9

Total number of places 122

Number of children on roll 252

Name of registered person Breedon House Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900832

Telephone number 01159733613

Date of previous inspection 23 March 2016

Information about this early years setting

Children 1st @ Derby Road registered in 2002 and is located in Long Eaton, 
Nottingham. The nursery is open all year round from Monday to Friday, 7.30am 
until 6.30pm, except for bank holidays and a week at Christmas. The nursery 
employs 31 staff, of whom 16 have early years qualifications at levels 2, 3 and 4. 
There are 14 unqualified staff. The quality manager holds a level 6 qualification. 
The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jan Hughes
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager completed a learning walk with the inspector and discussed how 
she organises and implements the curriculum.

n The inspector and manager took part in a joint observation. The inspector 
considered the quality of education during activities and the impact this has on 
children's learning.

n The staff and children spoke to the inspector throughout the inspection. The 
inspector observed interactions between the staff and the children and 
considered the impact these have on children's learning.

n Parents spoke to the inspector on the telephone to give their views and explain 
how they communicate with the staff.

n The manager, quality manager and inspector had a discussion about 
professional development for staff and how they evaluate their practice. 

n The inspector reviewed relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of 
the staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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