
Inspection of Little Cheeky Monkeys 
2006 Ltd
Great Harwood Lodge, Edward Street, Great Harwood, BLACKBURN BB6 7JB

Inspection date: 17 February 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are highly motivated, confident and exceptionally enthusiastic learners. 
They are immensely happy in this vibrant nursery. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
parents leave their children at the nursery door. Special video messages sent to 
children by their key persons during the COVID-19 lockdown have helped them to 
settle back into nursery life easily. Children keenly explore the purposefully 
organised learning opportunities. They use paint and pencils to create highly 
detailed pictures. Children describe their masterpieces using extensive vocabulary 
and show their wonderful imaginations. Older children immerse themselves in their 
learning by frequently making choices about how they wish to spend their time at 
nursery. They delight as they move between the outside and indoor areas all day. 
Children's behaviour is excellent. For example, they show thoughtful consideration 
and respect for other children during role play. They eagerly respond to staff's 
questioning and patiently listen to their friends while they are speaking. Older 
children share very strong friendships with their peers and are extremely well 
prepared for the next stage in their lives, such as starting school.

Children are excellent communicators. Pre-school children confidently hold lengthy 
conversations about their home life, interests, such as astronomy, and the science 
experiments they enjoy at nursery. Staff understand how each child prefers to 
learn and what their special interests are. Toddlers have exciting opportunities to 
use their senses through exploratory play in water. They delight in swirling the 
glitter bubbles that they create with soap. Their curiosity to explore is enhanced by 
staff, who hide small and large toy sharks for them to find. Children are superbly 
supported by staff, who sit in close proximity to them. Staff take every opportunity 
to extend children's learning and help them acquire new knowledge. They 
celebrate each child's uniqueness and the excellent progress that they make.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager is inspirational in her pursuit to provide the highest quality of care 
and education for children. She shares her ambitious curriculum and vision for 
the setting confidently with her highly experienced staff. The calm and 
motivating leadership style of the manager, and her strong relationship with 
staff, ensures that staff benefit greatly from the coaching and mentoring they 
receive. Staff are skilled at making sure that what happens in the nursery builds 
on what children already know and can do. For instance, they provided children 
and their families with ongoing support, home activities, projects and regular 
updates during the COVID-19 lockdowns. These were provided in an enjoyable 
and unique way to support children's understanding of sustainability and provide 
reassurance.

n It is no surprise that parents are tremendously complimentary about this 
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nursery. It is an exciting place where everyone is committed to children's 
learning and well-being. Parents regularly receive video clips and photos to show 
children's achievements and learning via electronic learning journals. They 
especially appreciate how staff introduce early science to their children, through 
activities about the solar system. Parents also share that they really welcomed 
videos provided by the team during lockdown about changes to the nursery as a 
result of COVID-19. They say this was exceptionally effective in helping their 
children to maintain secure attachments with staff. Parents express their 
willingness to travel out of their way, so that their children can attend the 
setting.

n Babies are extremely well settled. This is enhanced by consistent key staff who 
care for them and provide a very calm and gentle approach towards all aspects 
of their care. Babies confidently explore their immediate environment. They 
empty and refill baskets in between crawling up and over small climbing 
apparatus. Children navigate the space well and gain confidence in themselves 
by observing their older peers.

n Children of all ages encounter an abundance of books and stories wherever they 
play. During story time, staff are highly successful in creating anticipation and 
they introduce animated voices for each of the characters, to bring the story 
alive. This helps to promote children's early literacy extremely well. The focus on 
physical development is nicely incorporated into literacy. For example, 
practitioners expertly adapt familiar rhymes into role play. Children pretend to 
wash the spider away and swish through long grass. 

n There is superb support for children's physical development. Babies curiously 
explore textures, shapes and sizes as they learn to hold objects. Toddlers 
confidently use potato peelers to strip twigs of their bark. Pre-school children 
analyse the change in substance, while skilfully using pipettes and test tubes. 
They also learn new language such as 'vinegar' and 'bicarbonate of soda'. 
Children demonstrate excellent spatial awareness and coordination as they run 
and chase in the impressive range of outdoor areas.

n Staff identify children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) 
quickly. The manager and staff liaise with specialist teachers and other 
professionals to plan timely and successful interventions. This means that 
children with SEND are extremely well included, feel safe and make significant 
progress in their learning and development.

n Staff help children to embrace everyone's uniqueness superbly. They portray 
difference positively through displays and extensive resources, such as role play 
items made by staff, reflecting diverse families. Children delight in looking at 
photographs of themselves and their family. Staff use information they receive 
from parents to help teach children about diversity, different cultures and 
religion. For instance, they recreate a wedding day using a selection of family 
photographs. This helps to teach children about the world they live in and 
prepares them for life in modern Britain.

n Children behave very well and play extremely cooperatively together. They listen 
intently and respond positively to staff. Children beam with pride as staff 
acknowledge their achievements, such as counting and identifying numbers, 
reading simple words and writing their name. 
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Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Children's safety and well-being are highly prioritised throughout the nursery. Staff 
ensure that the environment is free from risk and is safe and secure. There is a 
strong culture of safeguarding within the nursery. Regular safeguarding training 
and ongoing reflection at staff meetings ensure that staff's knowledge and 
understanding are up to date. Staff are confident in identifying signs that may 
indicate a child is at risk of harm and they know who to speak to for advice. The 
manager implements robust and comprehensive recruitment procedures. These 
include stringent background checks and a thorough induction process to ensure 
that children are cared for by suitable adults.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY347664

Local authority Lancashire

Inspection number 10129180

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 90

Number of children on roll 110

Name of registered person Little Cheeky Monkeys 2006 Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP906524

Telephone number 01254 882 777

Date of previous inspection 3 February 2016

Information about this early years setting

Little Cheeky Monkeys 2006 Ltd re-registered in 2006 and has been operating since 
2003. It is situated in Blackburn. The nursery employs 24 members of childcare 
staff. Of these, 20 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3, and one 
holds a level 6 qualification. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday all year 
round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6.30pm. The nursery provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Suzy Marsh
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual and the manager about the 
leadership and management of the setting. They looked at relevant 
documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working on the premises.

n A learning walk was completed by the inspector and the manager, and they 
discussed the early years provision and the aims of the curriculum.

n The inspector and staff discussed how the curriculum had been implemented 
and the impact this has had on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.
n Children spoke to the inspector about what they enjoy doing at nursery. 
n The inspector spoke to a number of parents during the inspection and took 

account of their views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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