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What is it like to attend this school?

This school is a diverse and caring community. Pupils enjoy coming here. Staff have
‘uncompromising aspirations’ for pupils to be the best that they can be. The school’s
values are at the forefront of all that Kings International College does. All members

of the school community recognise difference and celebrate diversity.

Pupils’ behaviour is good. Sometimes pupils get distracted in lessons when they
finish their work quickly, or do not understand the next steps. When teachers
address this, pupils quickly get back to work. Pupils learn important life skills,
developing the 'Kings’ values’ such as integrity and respect through engaging
activities such as the school magistrates society.

Staff and pupils work together harmoniously. Pupils respect each other. However,
some pupils feel that bullying is not tackled well enough at the school. Leaders are
aware of this and are working to address pupils’ perceptions.

This is a caring community. Leaders and staff know the pupils very well. Pastoral
care is strong. During the pandemic, staff worked tirelessly to support pupils and
their families. One parent, typical of many parents and carers, told inspectors, ‘This
school nurtures all aspects of the child, creatively, intellectually and emotionally.’

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

The headteacher, with the support of senior leaders, has made changes and
improvements to this school despite the challenges of the pandemic. Staff share the
desire to improve and say that this, coupled with a genuine care for pupils’ and each
other’s well-being, make this a happy place to work.

Leaders have constructed an inclusive and ambitious curriculum designed to give all
pupils the knowledge and skills to succeed. Teachers have strong subject
knowledge, which supports effective teaching. At key stage 4, leaders recognise that
not enough pupils currently gain qualifications in the English Baccalaureate. Leaders
are working hard to address this by increasing the number of pupils who study
modern foreign languages.

Careful identification of the needs of pupils with special educational needs and/or
disabilities (SEND) means that they get off to a strong start. Leaders help teachers
plan effectively to enable pupils with SEND to embrace the curriculum fully. Teaching
assistants support learning effectively.

The recently introduced new structure of the school day, with fewer, longer lessons,
has helped make pupils more productive in many subjects. Where time is now used
well, teachers challenge pupils to learn and remember more. In some lessons,
where planning is not as effective, some pupils do not concentrate as well. This
leads to occasional distraction of pupils and teachers.
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Assessment is used effectively in most subjects. When it is used well, teachers use it
to plan the work they need to do next. Plans to improve reading at the school are
new and developing. Staff carefully support pupils who find reading challenging. The
library is vibrant. It inspires pupils to engage and succeed in reading. Leaders know
that plans to improve reading need to accelerate to enable all pupils to enjoy
reading confidently and fluently.

The school’s personal development programme is comprehensive. A wide-ranging
careers programme equips pupils to make informed choices about their next steps.
Pupils can engage in activities that develop confidence and independence, such as
those in the 'Kings Club’. There are lots of opportunities to nurture and stretch
pupils’ talents and interests. Leaders know that they need to encourage pupils to re-
engage with these activities as currently the uptake is relatively low, due to the
pandemic.

The school provides high-quality pastoral support, with expert staff on hand to
support pupils with their emotional and mental health. One parent told inspectors,
‘The pastoral care and support for my child and our entire family when it is needed
is fantastic’. The school promotes equality of opportunity and diversity. There is an
energetic student council. Pupils can engage with many school trips that run each
year. A small number of pupils attend alternative provision. This is used to
supplement the work of the school to ensure that pupils achieve the best outcomes
possible, considering their individual needs.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Safeguarding is a priority of this school. Leaders, including governors, are
meticulous in how they protect children from harm. The designated safeguarding
lead and his team are well trained and diligent. Staff know pupils well and are alert
to local risks that pupils face.

Staff receive timely and appropriate training to respond to safeguarding concerns.
There are clear systems in place to record concerns, and leaders respond to these in

a timely and effective manner.

Pupils feel safe. Pupils learn about keeping safe through assemblies, personal
development days and from the personal, social and health education curriculum.

What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and appropriate authority)
B The implementation of the curriculum across all subjects is not consistently or

closely matched with the intended curriculum. Pupils are not always sufficiently
stretched or challenged because teachers are not using time in the new longer
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lessons well. Leaders need to ensure that the implementation of the curriculum is
sustained throughout the new, longer learning periods in all subjects.

Bm In some lessons, where staff expectations are not consistently high for all pupils,
a small minority of pupils do not engage fully in the lesson. This leads to these
pupils not accessing the intended curriculum as effectively as leaders would wish.
All staff need to maintain the highest expectations to ensure that pupil
engagement is maintained throughout lessons.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you
can complain to Ofsted.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details

Unique reference number 132268
Local authority Surrey
Inspection number 10210945
Type of school Secondary
School category Foundation
Age range of pupils 11to 16
Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 748

Appropriate authority The governing body
Chair of governing body Keith Dixon
Headteacher Joanne Luhman
Website www.kingsinternational.co.uk
26 March 2019, under section 8 of the

Date of previous inspection Education Act 2005

Information about this school

B The number of pupils on roll at this school has increased since the previous
inspection.

B The school uses five registered and five unregistered providers for alternative
provision.

B The school meets the requirements of the Baker Clause, which requires schools to
provide pupils in Years 8 to 13 with information about approved technical
education qualifications and apprenticeships.

B The school is an associate member of the Bourne Education Trust.

B The school contains the Southcote Centre, a satellite provision of the Philip
Southcote School, for pupils with SEND.

Information about this inspection

The inspectors carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.
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This was the first routine inspection the school had received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders, and
have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

Inspectors held meetings with senior leaders of the school, members of staff,
pupils and parents. Inspectors also met with governors and spoke by telephone to
a representative of the local authority.

Inspectors carried our deep dives in these subjects: English, mathematics,
science, modern foreign languages, history, and art and design. For each deep
dive, inspectors discussed the curriculum with subject leaders, visited a sample of
lessons, spoke to teachers, spoke to some pupils about their learning and looked
at samples of pupils’ work.

Inspectors also visited other lessons and looked at samples of pupils’ work in
some other subjects.

To inspect safeguarding, inspectors reviewed a wide range of safeguarding
documents and records, including the school’s record of recruitment checks.
Inspectors also talked to a range of staff and pupils.

Inspectors spoke with staff, pupils and parents to gather their views. They
considered 179 responses to Ofsted’s online survey, Parent View, including 102
free-text comments. Inspectors also took account of 58 responses to the staff
survey and 218 responses to the pupil survey.

Inspection team

Linda Culling, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector

Sue Bullen Ofsted Inspector

Julia Mortimore Ofsted Inspector

Richard Kearsey Ofsted Inspector

Inspection report: Kings International College 6
8 and 9 February 2022



*HK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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