
Inspection of Teddy's Garden Day 
Nursery
Garden Villa, East Drive, Cheddleton, LEEK, Staffordshire ST13 7DN

Inspection date: 15 February 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are highly motivated and eager to learn. They make rapid progress 
because they have time to practise the skills required to become independent 
learners. As a result, children are exceptionally confident to assist their own needs. 
Children's well-being is of top priority. Children progress to the next stage of 
learning when they are physically and emotionally ready. Children have their needs 
fully met because their key persons are proficient and highly skilled in evaluating 
children's next steps for learning.  

Children flourish within small groups where they receive targeted support. They 
demonstrate excellent behaviour and are extremely polite. Older children are 
confident to reflect on their own behaviour. They understand the choices they 
make that are good and also talk about how they might do things differently next 
time. Children are extremely self-assured and confident because key persons have 
high expectations of what they can do. They make their own choices in an inclusive 
environment. For example, older children vote for which story they want to read. 
Younger children play 'what's in the bag?' to choose which nursery rhymes they 
wish to learn.

Children are respectful of others and eager to talk about what makes us different. 
They are extremely inquisitive and learn through meaningful conversations and 
new experiences which enhance their thinking skills. Children develop a secure 
understanding of the world. They feed and care for their pet chickens and collect 
the eggs. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children settle extremely well and make excellent progress in their learning 
because staff are proactive in evaluating children's starting points and focusing 
on their emotional well-being. Staff constantly reflect on routines and settling-in 
procedures in partnership with parents. Children in pre-school have a real sense 
of belonging. They draw a self-representation and display it on a group board, 
giving them confidence as part of a team.

n Staff are highly skilled and work extremely well as a team. They display high 
levels of consideration for children's welfare. Staff work proficiently together to 
create a smooth routine. Leaders and staff communicate extremely well with 
each other and actively contribute to each other's learning and success. Leaders 
value the use of mentors to assist the less experienced staff, to help them 
progress in their personal development.

n Children's experiences at nursery are carefully planned. Children's key persons 
have outstanding knowledge of child development and recognise the importance 
of sequenced learning. As a result, children are fully engaged in their 
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environment and make rapid progress from their starting points. For example, 
when babies begin to 'cruise', their key persons plan opportunities for them to 
strengthen their leg muscles and develop balance. They purposefully place toys 
of interest across the unit tops to encourage babies to reach for the toys and 
gain confidence in their balance.

n Teaching significantly enhances children's communication, language and literacy 
development. Young children hear many different emotions and expressive 
sounds as they enjoy a story. They copy sounds and hear new words. Babies 
strum a toy electric guitar while key persons sing familiar nursery rhymes. Pre-
school children go on a 'bear hunt' outside in their forest area. Older children are 
extremely confident to recap their learning experiences and discuss familiar 
stories spontaneously.

n Partnership with parents is superb. Leaders and staff see parents as key 
educators in shaping children's individual learning. Parents are exceptionally 
pleased with the progress their children make. They show delight when 
discussing the 'learning bags' which are sent home weekly and are specifically 
tailored to each individual child's developmental next steps. This ensures all 
children have the best outcomes for learning, including those children who speak 
English as an additional language and those with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities.

n Leaders and staff work collaboratively with other professionals and with other 
settings that the children also attend. Key persons visit other nurseries to 
observe children in a different environment. They confidently reflect on their 
own environment, which has an impact on children's experiences. For example, 
when children show a preference for learning through curiosity, leaders evaluate 
and adopt a new method of teaching within an already very rich curriculum.

n Since the last inspection, leaders continue to excel in their performance 
management. Utmost priority is given to providing training opportunities for 
staff, which further enhances continuous professional development. Leaders are 
highly innovative in developing competitive attitudes among the staff to drive 
improvement. For example, staff take part in a 'training course of the month', 
which leaders select. Those who complete the course benefit from incentives 
which enhance their working environment. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff are extremely confident to discuss child protection and 
safeguarding issues. Staff are highly skilled to identify the signs and symptoms that 
might indicate a child is at risk of abuse and neglect, including injuries to non-
mobile babies. They demonstrate a heightened awareness of the correct 
procedures to follow should they have concerns about a child's welfare or 
allegations against staff. This includes the importance of recording minor concerns 
to identify regular patterns of abuse. Staff have enhanced knowledge of all aspects 
of safeguarding, including female genital mutilation, the 'Prevent' duty and county 
lines. Leaders quiz staff and test their knowledge through scenarios to ensure they 
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fully understand their roles and responsibilities to safeguard children. The nursery 
is safe and secure and there are robust procedures to ensure staff are suitable to 
work with children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY419209

Local authority Staffordshire 

Inspection number 10116442

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 89

Name of registered person Early Stages Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP909954

Telephone number 01538 361600

Date of previous inspection 29 March 2016

Information about this early years setting

Teddy's Garden Day Nursery registered in 2004. It is situated in Cheddleton, 
Staffordshire. The nursery opens from 7.30am to 6pm each weekday throughout 
the year, with the exception of public holidays. The nursery employs 25 members 
of childcare staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 
or above. One member of staff is a qualified teacher. The nursery provides funded 
early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Mikaela Stallard
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n A joint observation was carried out by the inspector and the manager. 
n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk. 
n The inspector held discussions with the manager, staff and children at 

appropriate times during the inspection.
n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n Relevant documentation was reviewed by the inspector, including evidence of 

the suitability of staff and COVID-19 risk assessments.
n The views of parents were considered by the inspector, through verbal 

discussions and phone calls.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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