
Inspection of XP Kids Ltd After School 
Club
St. Marks C Of E School, Cold Ash Hill, Cold Ash, Thatcham, Berkshire RG18 9PT

Inspection date: 16 February 2022

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children thoroughly enjoy their time at the club. They arrive happily, keen to share 
their news about their day at school with the attentive staff. Children show 
enthusiasm for the activities on offer. They have ample opportunities to practise 
skills they are learning at school, as well as developing new ones. For example, 
while some children enjoy listening to stories, others learn about the art of origami.

Children are lively and active, but also well behaved. They are polite and 
welcoming to visitors and thoroughly enjoy explaining about the fun things they do 
at the club. For example, children proudly show the handprints they have made 
and explain how they can write their own names.

Children show they feel safe. They understand and follow the simple rules in place 
to keep them safe, such as telling staff when they want to go outside to play. 
There is an inclusive feel to the club. Children of different ages enjoy playing 
together. Younger children are confident and happy to play alongside older 
children.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff include children in the planning and running of the club. This makes 
children feel valued and boosts their sense of belonging. Snack times are used 
to ask children for ideas for future activities. Staff praise children's ideas, such as 
for a 'smoothie and movie' day. Children confidently and safely move furniture to 
help prepare the room for snacks and games.

n Children enjoy the broad range of activities, that take account of their differing 
needs. Staff understand that some children will want to play energetically, and 
others will be tired and want to play quietly. 

n Staff show interest in children's lives. They celebrate special days with children. 
For example, children beam as staff and other children sing happy birthday to 
them. Staff ask after family members. This good practice helps build trusting 
relationships and adds to the positive environment.

n Staff provide snacks that children enjoy. They offer fruit and other healthy 
alternatives. However, they also offer some snacks that are higher in sugar and 
not fully supporting children to make healthy choices about what to eat.

n Staff keep children safe. They accurately identify when play is boisterous, but 
safe, and allow this to continue. They calmly intervene when needed and help 
children understand how to moderate their enthusiastic play when needed, to 
keep them and others safe.

n Children enjoy the company of staff. They like how staff join in with their play. 
For example, alongside staff, the children enjoy building giant marble runs. 
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Other children and staff play tennis outside. This helps children enjoy their play 
and develop new skills.

n Children are learning well to be independent. They know where to put their bags 
and coats on arrival. They confidently wash their hands and meet their own 
personal care needs.

n Partnerships with the host school are strong. This helps ensure good levels of 
continuity for children's care and learning. The provider has effective 
arrangements for the sharing of information. She is well informed about children 
who may need a little extra support. Staff know what children are learning about 
at school. They plan fun activities to build further on this learning at the club. 
For example, children enjoy a space- themed treasure hunt to complement their 
topic of 'space' from school.

n Parents are very happy with the service the club provides. They find staff 
approachable. Parents report that their children really enjoy the club and that 
children are disappointed on days when they will not be going.

n The provider has created a positive and happy work environment. Staff enjoy 
working at the club. They feel valued and appreciated. They receive effective 
support from the provider. This helps ensure high standards of care are 
maintained.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The provider ensures staff attend suitable safeguarding training. Staff are clear 
about their responsibility to keep children safe. They ensure the premises are safe 
and secure and supervise children closely. Staff are able to identify the signs that a 
child may be at risk of harm or neglect. They know how to report these concerns 
and the importance of doing so promptly, in order to protect children. Staff 
understand how to report any concerns about colleagues' conduct, should the 
situation arise. The provider follows effective recruitment procedures to ensure 
those employed to work with children are suitable to do so.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2533889

Local authority West Berkshire

Inspection number 10215156

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 96

Name of registered person XP Kids Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2533888

Telephone number 07825345065

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

XP Kids Ltd After School Club registered in 2019. It operates from St. Marks Church 
of England School, in Cold Ash, Berkshire. The club opens Monday to Friday from 
3.15pm until 6pm during term time only. The provider employs four members of 
staff, of whom two hold appropriate qualifications at level 3 or above.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sarah Holley
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the suitability and safety of 
the premises.

n The provider and the inspector observed staff as they interacted with children, 
and discussed the effectiveness of these interactions.

n Parents and children shared their views, and the inspector took these into 
account.

n The provider showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 
of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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