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Inspection of a good school: Clanfield
Church of England Primary School

Main Street, Clanfield, Bampton, Oxfordshire OX18 2SP

Inspection date: 3 February 2022

Outcome

Clanfield Church of England Primary School continues to be a good school.

What is it like to attend this school?

Clanfield is a harmonious place. Staff, pupils and parents and carers all feel that they are
part of one close-knit family. Pupils say that they feel they know everyone really well.
Leaders’ vision in this church school is based on the ‘Parable of the Sower’. They want
staff to provide the ‘nutrients’ to enable every child to ‘grow and flourish’.

Happiness and joy are apparent everywhere. Pupils love learning and exploring in the
school’s well-designed grounds. They learn to develop their imagination and skills through
creative projects, such as working with the local sustainability group.

Leaders have lifted expectations of what pupils should know and be able to do. Pupils
understand that they must work hard. They behave well in class, particularly older pupils.
There is a calmness in classrooms that supports all to learn. Everyone gets along, and
bullying is a rare occurrence. Pupils trust adults to sort out any disagreements. As a
result, pupils feel safe.

Pupils experience lasting memories at Clanfield. They get to take on different leadership
roles. The themed ‘commission projects’ in the curriculum broaden pupils’ character. For
example, pupils in Years 5 and 6 were recently challenged to open an American diner to
celebrate Thanksgiving.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better?

Before the headteacher’s arrival in 2019, a turbulent period had meant that the school
had lost its way. Courageously, the headteacher had to make sweeping reforms to ensure
that pupils would get the education they deserved. She appointed a brand-new staff team
and sought further training from the local authority and diocese to strengthen
governance. The hard work has paid off and Clanfield has transformed. Parents are full of
praise.
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Leaders have carefully crafted a bespoke curriculum that is ambitious and interesting.
They have not let a pandemic slow down their plans. Much of the curriculum is new, and
teachers are finding their feet in delivering it for the first time. The early signs are
positive. Up-to-date research has informed leaders’ understanding of how to plot
knowledge sequentially for each subject.

Leaders are supporting the development of staff’s subject knowledge to deliver the
curriculum. In subjects such as mathematics, teachers are clear about how to teach
concepts so that pupils understand these securely. The activities that pupils do over time
enable them to learn the content well. However, in some other subjects, teachers
sometimes set tasks that are more about having fun than learning. Although these are
well intended, they do not actually help pupils to build detailed knowledge over time.
Leaders are developing teachers’ use of assessment to check what pupils have
remembered. This includes making greater use of revisiting prior learning.

The quality of pupils’ handwriting across different subjects is variable. Some pupils
struggle to develop a fluent style, which hinders their ability to convey their ideas in
written form. The loss of practice during the pandemic has hindered this further. In
addition, teachers do not consistently set the highest of expectations for pupils’
presentation of work. Leaders are aware of this and have recently introduced a new
programme to teach handwriting.

Historically, pupils’ phonics and reading outcomes have been high. Nonetheless, leaders
have recently implemented a new phonics programme to improve this even further. Staff
have been well trained to deliver this so far. For pupils who are not progressing as they
should, there are daily phonics ‘keep-up’ sessions. These are taught with increasing skill
because staff use the resources and follow the plans of the programme exactly. Across
the whole school, pupils’ love of reading is tangible. They are fortunate to be in a
literature-rich environment. The range of high-quality books is excellent. Books from
different cultures and walks of life help pupils to learn about modern Britain and the wider
world.

The ambition for pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) is the
same as for all other children. Staff provide the right support, time and care to give pupils
with SEND what they need. Staff work closely with families and look to pinpoint any
additional needs as early as possible.

Teachers open pupils’ eyes to issues beyond where they live. Pupils are encouraged to
think ethically and see their role in effecting change as adults of the future. Pupils show
respect and tolerance to all.

Governance has come a long way. Governors are clear about their role and challenge
leaders rigorously about the quality of pupils’ education. They are known in school and
are determined to make Clanfield the best it can be.

Staff are very happy. They feel listened to and valued. They are grateful for the ongoing
professional development training that leaders provide. There is a shared commitment to
improve everyone’s knowledge and skills.
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Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Safeguarding is leaders’ number one priority. Relentlessly, the headteacher has trained all
staff to believe that ‘it can happen here’. Consistent and well-embedded policies and
practice underpin what happens in this school. Record-keeping is organised, with
attention to detail. Leaders log everything, no matter how insignificant something might
seem. With all the information to hand, leaders refer to the multi-agency safeguarding
hub if warranted.

Leaders fight for what's best for the child. This can involve challenging the decisions of
other agencies. Serious case reviews are explored sensitively in staff training to
understand what can be learned from them.

What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

m In some subjects, teachers do not always set demanding work that helps pupils to
develop detailed knowledge. As a result, pupils remember what is enjoyable rather
than what they have learned. Leaders need to further develop teachers’ subject and
pedagogical content knowledge, so that teachers know how to deliver the school’s
ambitious curriculum effectively.

B Teachers’ expectations of the standard of pupils’ handwriting fall below the national
curriculum requirements. Some pupils struggle to write in a consistent style and
present work neatly. Leaders need to establish a common approach to how pupils are
taught handwriting and present their work.

Background

When we have judged a school to be good, we will then normally go into the school
about once every four years to confirm that the school remains good. This is called a
section 8 inspection of a good or outstanding school, because it is carried out under
section 8 of the Education Act 2005. We do not give graded judgements on a section 8
inspection. However, if we find evidence that a school would now receive a higher or
lower grade, then the next inspection will be a section 5 inspection. Usually this is within
one to two years of the date of the section 8 inspection. If we have serious concerns
about safeguarding, behaviour or the quality of education, we will deem the section 8
inspection a section 5 inspection immediately.

This is the second section 8 inspection since we judged the school to be good in
November 2011.
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How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or to
find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted Parent View
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their
inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school.

If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can
complain to Ofsted.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil

premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
https://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details

Unique reference number 123105

Local authority Oxfordshire

Inspection number 10200394

Type of school Primary

School category Voluntary controlled

Age range of pupils 4to 11

Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 100

Appropriate authority The governing body

Chair of governing body Olivia Hawkins and Lucy Tulloch (co-chairs)
Headteacher Kim Rogers

Website www.clanfieldprimary.co.uk

22 November 2016, under section 8 of the

Date of previous inspection Education Act 2005

Information about this school

B The headteacher took on the substantive role in September 2020, having been one of
two co-headteachers in the previous school year. The two co-chairs of the governing
body have been in post since March 2020.

B Three out of the four class teachers joined the school in January 2020. The fourth
teacher started in January 2021.

B As a Church of England school, Clanfield is part of the Diocese of Oxford. Its most
recent section 48 inspection was in March 2017.

B The school does not currently use any alternative provision.

Information about this inspection

This was the first routine inspection the school had received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders, and have

taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

B Inspectors met with senior leaders, staff and pupils. The lead inspector met with three
governors, including the two co-chairs. He met with a school improvement officer from
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the local authority and had a telephone conversation with a representative from the
diocese.

B Inspectors carried out deep dives into these subjects: early reading, mathematics and
geography. To do this, they discussed the curriculum with subject leaders, had
discussions with staff and pupils, visited lessons and looked at pupils’ work.

B Pupils on the phonics programme were observed reading to a familiar adult by the lead
inspector.

B To evaluate the effectiveness of safeguarding, inspectors spoke with staff and pupils.
The lead inspector met with the designated safeguarding lead to examine records and
actions. This included sampling a range of safeguarding documentation. A team
inspector reviewed checks on the safer recruitment of staff.

B Inspectors met with pupils from different year groups to talk about their learning and
experiences at school.

B The views of staff and parents were gathered through discussions and Ofsted’s online
surveys.

B The inspection team scrutinised a range of documentation provided by the school. This
included the school improvement plan, self-evaluation form, policies, curriculum
documents, published information about pupils’ performance and minutes of governing
body meetings.

Inspection team

James Broadbridge, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector
Simon Francis Ofsted Inspector
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates:
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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