
Inspection of Brookside Pre-School Ltd
Blunden Hall, Blunden Road, Farnborough GU14 8QP

Inspection date: 14 February 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children develop warm, trusting relationships, which supports younger and less 
confident children in settling happily. Children develop good physical skills and are 
keen to play outdoors. They enjoy scooting safely on tricycles and learn to take 
turns with their friends. Overall, children behave well. They learn how to wait 
patiently for favourite toys, as they develop an understanding and respect for the 
differing needs of their friends.

Children are keen to learn and engage well in activities that interest them. For 
instance, older children enjoy making Valentine's hearts as they use stickers, glue 
and paper creatively. When children find learning more challenging, they learn how 
to keep on trying to succeed. For instance, they learn about different shapes as 
they compare the circle and oval. All children, including those who receive 
additional funding, make good progress from their starting points. The managers 
and staff have introduced new routines, due to the COVID-19 pandemic. This 
means that parents no longer come into the pre-school itself. Despite this, children 
are confident to leave their parents at the door. Staff continue to share information 
about children's day-to-day activities and overall progress, using online methods of 
communication. Parents comment on how this helps them to continue learning at 
home, for example with potty training younger children.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The managers and staff work well together. Staff feel valued and well supported 
by the managers, who lead the team well. Staff are well qualified and the quality 
of teaching provided is good. However, supervisions are not used to evaluate 
and target specific areas of staff's professional development, to enhance the 
good-quality teaching and learning experiences children receive.

n Children benefit from a happy and relaxed environment within the pre-school. 
Staff get to know children's individual personalities well. They recognise the 
uniqueness of each child and tailor their care needs accordingly. This supports 
younger children to develop strong bonds with staff and helps them to develop 
confidence in moving from home to the pre-school happily.

n Staff create opportunities for children to learn about the benefits of healthy 
lifestyles. Children enjoy a variety of opportunities to take part in active play 
outside. Older children practise pedalling and steering go-karts along the road 
outside. They recognise when 'pedestrians' are on the road and carefully 
navigate around them. Staff help children learn about the benefits of healthy 
eating, drinking water to rehydrate themselves and routines to support good oral 
hygiene.

n The managers create a curriculum which focuses on what children need to learn 
next. Staff are fully involved in organising activities which engage and motivate 
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children to learn. Recent changes to the way in which staff use these activities 
to focus precisely on what they want children to learn next are not yet 
embedded. The managers identify that more can be done to extend staff's 
understanding of the learning intent for children, to help them tailor their 
teaching more precisely. 

n Children benefit from opportunities to develop their good communication and 
language skills. All children, including those who speak English as an additional 
language or are slower to speak, benefit from a language-rich environment. 
Staff model language and pronounce words clearly for children to hear. For 
children who need extra support with communication, staff offer visual aids, 
such as pictures, to help them understand about daily routines, like getting 
ready for lunch. Children make good progress in their communication skills from 
their starting points. 

n Parents speak positively about the pre-school. They comment on the friendliness 
of staff and how they regularly share children's progress and key achievements 
with them. Staff use newsletters to inform parents of future topics, including 
colour, letter and shape of the week. Parents comment on how this helps them 
to continue supporting their children's learning at home.

n Staff keep a close check on the progress children make. Children in receipt of 
additional funding and those with special educational needs/and or disabilities 
(SEND) are supported well. The special educational needs coordinator ensures 
that children with SEND are offered good support. She is swift to work in 
partnership with parents, and other professionals, in order to help these children 
reach their full potential. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good understanding of their roles and responsibilities to keep children 
safe. They know how to identify if children are at risk of harm or neglect and how 
to report these concerns, to keep children safe. The managers ensure the 
suitability of all staff who work at the setting, including on an ongoing basis. Staff 
ensure children are supervised closely when playing indoors, outside and during 
mealtimes. These routines help to promote children's safety and welfare.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen staff supervisions to evaluate and target training that builds on the 
quality of teaching, to support children's learning to the highest level

n enhance staff's understanding of the individual learning intentions for children, 
to help them tailor teaching more precisely during planned activities. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY466519

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10220386

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 46

Number of children on roll 50

Name of registered person Brookside Pre-School Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP532871

Telephone number 01252 542348

Date of previous inspection 22 September 2017

Information about this early years setting

Brookside Pre-School Ltd registered in 2013 and is located in Cove, Hampshire. The 
pre-school is open during term time, from 8.15am to 2.30pm on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday, and from 8.15am to 12.15pm on Thursday. The pre-school 
receives funding for the provision of free early education for children aged two, 
three and four years. There are seven members of staff who work at the pre-
school, all of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications, including one at 
level 6.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tara Naylor
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the pre-school. 

n The managers joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the 
inspector about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn. 

n The inspector carried out joint observations of an activity with the manager.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views, along with those provided in writing. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the pre-school.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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