
Inspection of St Erth Nursery
St. Erth Cp School, 32 School Lane, St. Erth, Hayle, Cornwall TR27 6HN

Inspection date: 11 February 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children enjoy their time immensely at this nursery and show very high 
concentration and positive engagement in their play. Leaders and staff have 
created a highly stimulating environment that reflects children's interests. Children 
benefit from a well-targeted curriculum that is planned exceptionally well to meet 
their learning needs. As a result, all children engage highly as they learn through 
play and make rapid progress in their learning. Children benefit greatly from staff's 
excellent use of questions, developing their thinking skills very well. 

Children enjoy being physically active. They learn to throw and catch a ball as well 
as working as a team. Children benefit weekly from a range of very positive 
experiences in the community, such as trips to the beach, forest schools, shopping 
and swimming. Staff establish highly nurturing and caring relationships with 
children and their families, and all children demonstrate that they feel valued. Staff 
continually provide challenge to enhance and extend learning. For example, they 
encourage the toddlers to count out the cups of flour needed to make play dough.  
Older children add amounts together and receive such welcoming praise from staff 
when they get it right. Children's behaviour is exceptional. They are very happy, 
safe and busy, and show very high levels of confidence in social situations.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff embrace children's interests and sequence their learning in a way that 
successfully ensures all children become highly motivated learners. Staff have 
the very highest expectations for all children and provide the greatest level of 
challenge during their interactions. Children relish story times. They listen 
attentively and show excellent understanding as they offer key phrases and 
actions. There is a strong focus on developing children's speech and language. 
Pre-school children recall phrases and words from a favourite story and explore 
different words for 'big', such as 'ginormous' and 'tall'.

n Children demonstrate high levels of imagination, engagement and curiosity. For 
example, they enjoy role-playing firefighters and use the outside water hose as 
part of their play. Staff encourage older children to create a register so they can 
record who needs rescuing. Children make meaningful marks in their play and 
practise writing their name. 

n Staff create a calm, nurturing and inclusive environment where children thrive. 
They are enthusiastic and quick to recognise, praise and celebrate children's 
efforts and achievements. This supports children to lead their own play and 
maintain their interest in activities for sustained periods.

n Toddlers practise new words as they play and learn, and some string words 
together to make short sentences that explain what they are doing. For 
example, they say 'I can roll dough' as they roll the dough flat on the table. 

Inspection report: St Erth Nursery
11 February 2022 2



n Staff work tirelessly to develop children's independence, patiently taking time to 
involve them in the routines of the day. Children carefully cut up their fruit at 
snack time and persevere to get their shoes and coats on to go outside. 

n Leaders identify children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND) quickly. Leaders are acutely aware of any areas where children may be 
at risk of falling behind expected development. They work closely with parents 
and promptly seek help from outside professionals, where this is needed. As a 
result of this collaborative approach, children with SEND make substantial and 
sustained progress across all areas of learning. 

n Staff have excellent opportunities for professional development. They regularly 
access online training to enhance all aspects of their practice and are 
encouraged to share what they have learned at monthly staff meetings. This 
leads to a skilful and highly organised staff team which strives to ensure every 
child can reach their full potential.

n Staff encourage and praise children's positive behaviour. For example, they 
recognise how children work exceptionally well together to complete a jigsaw 
puzzle, taking turns and negotiating space for the different pieces, and praise 
them highly for their efforts. 

n Partnerships with parents and carers are excellent. Parents speak very highly 
about the nursery and recognise the progress their children are making. They 
acknowledge the tremendous efforts from managers to support them as a family 
during isolation periods. Staff use online systems to share learning with parents 
and are readily available to talk to them during drop-off and collection times. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff are confident in recognising when to act on safeguarding concerns about the 
well-being of children. They have undergone training for child protection and wider 
safeguarding issues. Staff know the procedures for referring concerns to external 
agencies, including when there are allegations about members of staff. Leaders 
and managers make sure they follow robust systems for recruiting staff. They 
ensure all the checks have come back before new staff start working with the 
children. Leaders and managers support staff with professional development to 
enhance skills and support good teaching.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2505264

Local authority Cornwall

Inspection number 10194410

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 38

Name of registered person The Barn Neighbourhood Nursery 
Partnership

Registered person unique 
reference number RP521817

Telephone number 01736 755690

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

St Erth Nursery registered in 2018 and is located in St Erth, near Hayle in Cornwall. 
The nursery operates for 38 weeks a year, Monday to Friday from 8.15am to 
3.15pm, except for bank holidays. The nursery currently employs eight members of 
staff. Of these, three hold childcare qualifications at level 3, and two hold level 5. 
The manager has obtained qualified teacher status. The nursery provides funded 
early education places for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Stephanie Ayres
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n Children spoke to the inspector about what they enjoy doing while at the 
nursery.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector carried out two joint observations with one of the managers.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.
n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with SEND.
n The designated safeguarding lead spoke to the inspector via an online video call.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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