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Outcome 
 
William Gilpin Church of England Primary School continues to be a good school. 

 

What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Everyone at William Gilpin is welcoming. Kindness is shown to new pupils and any visitors 
to the school. Pupils are eager to share what they believe to be special about their school 
community. This includes how proud they are of how everyone looks out for one another. 
Currently, pupils are very excited about the ever-growing number of trips and extra-
curricular clubs that are being reintroduced. This includes cooking and craftwork on a 
Friday afternoon in forest school, as well as playing different sports at a local secondary 
school.  
 
Parents are unanimous in their positive view of the education on offer. As one parent 
described, ‘The school is a rare gem hiding in the forest.’ They value how nurturing the 
school is and how the well-being of pupils is at the forefront of adults’ minds. This 
includes the thoughtful provision that is in place for pupils with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities (SEND).  
 
Staff have high expectations of both pupils’ academic achievement and behaviour. Pupils 
strive to meet these, knowing they have a role in helping everyone to learn and flourish. 
The older pupils take their roles of responsibility, such as being a house captain or an eco-
warrior, very seriously. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better? 
 
The headteacher, his staff and the governing body are ambitious for every single pupil in 
their care. Alongside wanting all pupils to be confident readers, writers and 
mathematicians, teachers also develop pupils’ thinking and understanding of the world. 
Pupils are encouraged to be curious as soon as they join Reception. Adults work skilfully 
to help the youngest children develop their speech, language and communication skills. 
This focus continues as pupils move up into the older classes. Here they are regularly 
encouraged to voice their opinion and ask questions about the different topics they study. 
Leaders have prioritised this work over the past year. They feel this is helping pupils 
regain any confidence lost because of the disruption caused by COVID-19. 
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Leaders have thought carefully about how to organise the curriculum so that it meets the 
needs of pupils from different age groups who may be in the same class. Staff meet 
regularly to develop this across every subject. Teachers have detailed subject knowledge 
that they use to make learning engaging and effective. In mathematics, pupils grapple 
with problems skilfully and confidently. Pupils develop their scientific knowledge through 
cleverly designed experiments that help them learn about the different states of matter. 
While the curriculum in the foundation subjects has also been precisely planned, leaders 
know their next step is to implement a system of checking what pupils can remember 
from a previous lesson or topic. This will ensure that any gaps in learning are quickly 
identified so pupils can increase their knowledge and understanding. 
 
Leaders are determined to ensure every pupil becomes a confident and eager reader. 
Learning to read starts as soon as children join Reception. The recently introduced 
programme is further strengthening the teaching of phonics so pupils can read accurately. 
Weaker readers read to an adult daily to help them build fluency in their reading. 
Teachers use rich and interesting texts to help pupils find out about the world around 
them. This includes reading about journeys to exciting countries or finding out about the 
lives and experiences of a diverse range of people. 
 
Pupils are polite and courteous. Staff are quick to re-engage anyone who is distracted or 
less focused. Pupils follow the well-established routines in the school, meaning that 
learning is rarely disrupted. Leaders have prioritised supporting the positive mental well-
being of pupils. Sessions on mindfulness, as part of the school’s personal, social and 
health education (PSHE), have supported this. Extra help is given to pupils with SEND 
when this is required. This includes additional outdoor learning as part of the forest school 
provision. 
 
The spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils is a strength of the school. 
The distinctive Christian character of the school is celebrated daily. Teachers explore with 
pupils their ‘moral compass’. They encourage pupils to reflect upon worldwide 
environmental issues, such as deforestation. As a result, pupils demonstrate a strong 
understanding of how to be a respectful and responsible citizen.  
 
The governing body is rightly proud of the work of the school staff. Governors work 
closely with leaders to provide effective challenge and support. Staff unanimously enjoy 
working at the school. They are very proud of their ‘close-knit team’. They also appreciate 
the valuable professional development that drives the school’s continual improvement. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Staff know their pupils exceptionally well. Adults are alert to any changes in behaviour 
that may indicate concerns about a pupil’s safety or well-being. Safeguarding records are 
detailed. They show how leaders work closely with external agencies to provide additional 
support for families when required.  
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Teachers have prioritised aspects of the PSHE curriculum to ensure pupils know how to 
stay safe. This includes how to learn and play safely online, as well as key road safety 
tips. Pupils are confident that there is always a trusted adult available to listen and help 
them with any worries they may have. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 Assessment within the foundation subjects is not yet in place. As a result, teachers are 

less confident in accurately checking how pupils’ knowledge and understanding within 
some subjects are developing. This means it is difficult to determine where further 
support may be required. Leaders should carefully monitor the implementation of 
assessment processes to ensure that pupils know and remember more across the 
school’s curriculum. 

 

Background 
 
When we have judged a school to be good, we will then normally go into the school 
about once every four years to confirm that the school remains good. This is called a 
section 8 inspection of a good or outstanding school, because it is carried out under 
section 8 of the Education Act 2005. We do not give graded judgements on a section 8 
inspection. However, if we find evidence that a school would now receive a higher or 
lower grade, then the next inspection will be a section 5 inspection. Usually this is within 
one to two years of the date of the section 8 inspection. If we have serious concerns 
about safeguarding, behaviour or the quality of education, we will deem the section 8 
inspection as a section 5 inspection immediately. 
 
This is the second section 8 inspection since we judged the school to be good in February 
2013. 
 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or to 
find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted Parent View 
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their 
inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school. 
 
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can 
complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
https://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
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In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil 
premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and 
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 116353 

Local authority Hampshire 

Inspection number 10211420 

Type of school Primary 

School category Maintained 

Age range of pupils 4 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 130 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body  Tim Skinner 

Headteacher Simon Croutear 

Website www.williamgilpin.hants.sch.uk 

Date of previous inspection 14 February 2017 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The school is a member of the Diocese of Winchester and has a Christian character. A 

Section 48 inspection was carried out in September 2015. The school was graded good. 

 The school offers wraparound care for pupils at the school. It is managed by school 
leaders and run by non-teaching members of staff. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
 This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 pandemic 

began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders and have taken 
that into account in their evaluation of the school. 

 Inspectors met with senior leaders, staff and pupils. They also spoke with 
representatives from the board of governors, including the chair of governors. An 
inspector also spoke with representatives from the local authority. 

 The inspectors carried out deep dives in these subjects: early reading, history, 
mathematics and science. They discussed the curriculum with subject leaders, teachers 
and pupils, visited lessons and looked at samples of pupils’ work. 
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 Inspectors considered 58 responses to the Ofsted Parent View questionnaire, including 
38 free-text comments. They also took account of the responses to the confidential 
staff and pupil questionnaires, as well as gathering additional views throughout the 
inspection.  

 To evaluate the effectiveness of safeguarding, inspectors viewed the school’s website 
and policies, met with the designated safeguarding lead, spoke with pupils and staff, 
checked the school’s records of the safeguarding checks carried out on adults working 
at the school and spoke with governors. 

 

Inspection team 

 

Aimee Floyd, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Louise Walker Her Majesty’s Inspector 

    



 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: William Gilpin Church of England Primary School 

26 January 2022 7 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 
child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 

or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 

Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 

 
© Crown copyright 2022 
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