
Inspection of Great Child Day Nursery
Tilbury Slender You, 110 Dock Road, Tilbury, Essex RM18 7BT

Inspection date: 8 February 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and settled in the nursery. They benefit from warm and 
nurturing relationships with staff. Children enjoy taking part in a wide range of 
opportunities to develop their physical skills. This encourages them to take 
reasonable risks in their play. For example, they balance on crates and negotiate 
space as they use ride on cars and bikes.

Children's behaviour is good. Staff encourage them to talk about their feelings and 
those of others. Children play cooperatively. They giggle and laugh together during 
role play. Children demonstrate good levels of concentration and perseverance. For 
example, they become absorbed in making marks with paint using a range of 
different tools. This helps children to develop the skills they need for early writing 
and helps prepare them for the next stage in their learning. 

Children are developing good levels of independence. They serve their own food, 
pour water into cups and put on their own coat. Staff teach children to follow good 
hygiene routines, such as handwashing, and explain why these are important. 
Children learn about the things that contribute to a healthy lifestyle, such as 
exercise, eating a balanced diet and looking after their teeth. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager, deputy and staff team have worked hard to drive improvements 
since the last inspection. They have implemented changes to improve the quality 
of the nursery. As a result, they now provide a calm and productive learning 
environment. Children enjoy plenty of learning experiences, which they are 
eager to take part in. 

n Staff value each child as a unique individual. They use children's interests to plan 
educational activities and organise the learning environment. Staff use effective 
teaching methods to support children to make good progress from their starting 
points. They carefully explain, demonstrate and ask questions that encourage 
children to think for themselves. For example, they ask, 'what do you think will 
happen if you mix red and green paint together?'

n Children show a positive approach to learning. They concentrate, enjoy activities 
and are curious to learn new things. Children use their senses to explore ice, 
touching it with their tongue, lips and fingers. Staff support and extend 
children's learning by introducing new descriptive words, such as 'hot, cold, 
melting and runny'. However, despite these positive interactions, this practice is 
not consistently extended to routine activities, such as mealtimes. 

n Children gain a good understanding of mathematical concepts. They confidently 
use positional language and demonstrate an understanding of full and empty as 
they pour water down plastic guttering. 
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n When exploring the taste and smell of fruit in the role-play area, staff ask 
children to describe what a lemon tastes like. Children comment that it tastes 
'sour'. Staff read stories in an engaging way. They ask older children questions 
that help them to focus their attention and recall the sequence of the story. 

n Children who speak English as an additional language are supported to practise 
English and some words in their home language. However, there are fewer 
opportunities to help children use their home language in a range of different 
ways.

n Managers and staff provide a safe and secure environment. They make good use 
of risk assessment to help identify and minimise any hazards in all areas used by 
children. 

n Staff work closely with parents and other professionals involved in children's 
care and learning. They regularly liaise with them to seek advice, review 
children's progress and set development goals. Children who are in receipt of 
additional funding are supported well. The manager ensures that any additional 
funding supports children's individual needs. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager, deputy and staff have a good understanding of their responsibilities 
to safeguard children. All staff complete regular training in child protection. They 
know the signs to look for and how to report their concerns. Staff follow 
procedures when recording accidents, including any pre-existing injuries. They are 
aware of possible signs which might indicate that a child or their family are 
vulnerable to extreme views or ideas. The manager ensures that recruitment 
procedures are robust, and that staff are suitable to work with children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance the quality of staff interactions with children, particularly during routine 
activities, such as mealtimes

n provide further opportunities to help children hear and use their home language 
during play.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2511043

Local authority Thurrock

Inspection number 10205719

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 19

Name of registered person Great Child Company Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903903

Telephone number 07947746041

Date of previous inspection 12 August 2021

Information about this early years setting

Great Child Day Nursery registered in 2018. The nursery employs five members of 
childcare staff. Of these, staff hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 
and 3. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday for 51 weeks of the year. 
Sessions are from 7am until 7pm. The nursery provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tina Mason
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The deputy manager and inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity 
and together, they evaluated this. 

n Children spoke to the inspector about what they were doing in the setting. 
n Staff spoke with the inspector at appropriate times during the inspection. 
n The inspector took account of the views of parents at the time of the inspection.
n The deputy manager and inspector completed a learning walk of the nursery, 

inside and outside.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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