
Inspection of Leaps and Bounds Day 
Nursery
73-75 Birchwood Road, Brislington, Bristol BS4 4QN

Inspection date: 9 February 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy attending this nursery and build secure bonds with staff and other 
children. They show confidence as they move and explore in the safe and secure 
nursery environment. Babies and children have access to age-appropriate activities 
inside and outdoors, and benefit from meaningful learning opportunities. 

Babies and young children show a keen interest in books and staff have high 
expectations for children to develop their early literacy skills. For example, they 
provide props to encourage children to re-enact the story of 'Going on a Bear 
Hunt', to help bring the story to life. Staff work closely with parents to promote 
children's learning at home. They have introduced a lending library, providing each 
child with a library card where they get to choose a book to take home and share 
with their parents and/or carers.

Staff encourage children from an early age to be independent and manage small 
tasks for themselves. For example, children self-serve their own food and help staff 
clear away chairs after mealtime. Children gain the skills they need for the next 
stage of their learning. 

The nursery closed for three months during the COVID-19 pandemic and some 
staff were furloughed. The manager kept in regular contact with children and their 
parents throughout the national lockdown, such as through social media platforms. 
Following the full opening of the nursery, parents can now enter the nursery to 
collect their child, where they receive updates from their child's key person.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The nursery offers a broad and balanced curriculum to help children develop the 
skills they need to be successful learners. During the inspection, the children 
enjoyed a special visit from the local police. They gathered in the car park and 
were extremely happy to explore the police van and listen to the siren. Children 
demonstrate good attention and listening skills and are curious to learn about 
people who help us. 

n The nursery's special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) works with staff to 
ensure they provide an inclusive provision for children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities (SEND). The SENCo meets weekly with staff to discuss 
learning plans. However, the role of the SENCo is not yet fully established, 
particularly to ensure a more realistic and manageable workload. The nursery is 
in receipt of funding for some children with SEND. However, leaders do not 
always have a clear overview of how some of this funding is being utilised to 
maximise children's learning experience. 

n Staff are good role models and teach children to recognise different emotions. 
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For example, to help encourage children to discuss their own feelings, staff use 
'The Colour Monster', which is a pop-up book about a monster who explores 
colour through his emotions.

n Children of all ages have good opportunities to be physically active and develop 
their different muscle groups. Babies have ample space to move and practise 
their early movements, such as carefully pulling themselves up to balance on 
low-level tables. Older children engage in music activities and enjoy moving in 
different ways to music. 

n Staff provide healthy food choices for children at mealtimes and cater for specific 
dietary needs, including known allergies. They ensure parents complete an 
allergy form and staff provide specific placemats and coloured plates to help 
identify specially prepared meals.

n The manager meets regularly with staff during supervision meetings and 
supports staff to address any training needs. Staff also benefit from a well-being 
ambassador who is assigned to support them with any concerns and to signpost 
them to relevant information. 

n Parents are highly complimentary about the staff team. They state that staff go 
'above and beyond' to meet their children's individual needs. Parent are pleased 
with the regular information they receive from the nursery about their child's 
learning, including the online learning books.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have a good understanding of their role to safeguard 
children and keep them safe. Staff demonstrate a secure knowledge of the 
nursery's safeguarding policy. They are familiar with the signs of abuse and 
neglect, and the procedures for reporting any welfare concerns about a child. Staff 
have a good understanding of wider safeguarding issues, such as the 'Prevent' duty 
and county lines. Staff deploy themselves well and supervise children at all times. 
The manager ensures required ratios are maintained, particularly during periods of 
staff absence. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n gain a clear overview of how funding is being utilised to help children reach their 
full learning potential

n embed the role of the SENCo and offer additional support to enable them to 
undertake their role fully.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY477266

Local authority Bristol City of

Inspection number 10214455

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 70

Number of children on roll 140

Name of registered person Little Acorns (South West) Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904196

Telephone number 0117 9771685

Date of previous inspection 24 April 2019

Information about this early years setting

Leaps and Bounds Day Nursery registered in 2014. It is located in Brislington, 
Bristol. The nursery is open weekdays from 7.30am to 6pm throughout the year. 
The nursery receives funding for the provision of free early years education for 
children aged two, three and four years. The nursery employs 36 members of staff, 
of whom 20 hold early years qualifications at levels 2 to 6.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Shahnaz Scully
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the setting.

n The inspector spoke to parents and took their views into consideration.
n The manager led the inspector on a learning walk and discussed how she 

delivers the curriculum.
n Both the inspector and manager carried out a joint observation of staff practice, 

and evaluated it together.
n The inspector held discussions with the manager to evaluate the leadership and 

management of the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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