
Inspection of Bethnal Green 
Montessori School
68 Warner Place, LONDON E2 7DA

Inspection date: 18 November 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children of all ages play together happily. They choose resources and most are 
quick to settle and become engaged in their favourite activities. Younger children 
explore and find resources of interest. Children persevere with tasks and show 
resilience and independence. They discuss what they are trying to do with staff and 
other children.

Staff arrange the areas where children play so that they are accessible and safe. 
This means that children can take appropriate risks and complete tasks safely. For 
example, they use child-sized wheelbarrows to transport leaves and clear the 
garden.

Children turn to their peers or adults to get help. They wait their turn to play with 
resources and leave areas tidy for the next child. The children learn how to care for 
living things as they feed the nursery chickens. However, staff do not consistently 
ask toddlers about their likes and dislikes, to further help them learn about their 
emotions. 

Children confidently identify their names as they start their early reading journey. 
They respond to words displayed around the setting. Children look at words and 
images on printed menus and use these to help choose and select a snack. They 
are developing independence. Children pour their drinks. They use butter knives to 
cut their bread. Older children support and praise toddlers' efforts. Children 
develop strength and coordination in their small muscles as they thread laces and 
use paintbrushes to make marks. Children develop the skills they need to write. 
They proudly show their reading, writing and counting to the adults around them.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Parents report that communication with the setting is good. The leadership team 
and staff support parents with help and advice. The skilled staff identify any 
early developmental delays and discuss these with parents. Staff access help 
from outside agencies and work with parents to help children catch up. Parents 
report that children feel safe at the nursery. They share information about their 
children with staff through formal meetings and informal chats at the start and 
end of the day. Communication with families is swift and effective. For example, 
staff call parents within the hour if children are feeling unwell. Children take 
their work home to give parents immediate daily feedback. They can save work 
to show their parents at parent-teacher meetings. 

n Skilled staff are adept at directing children to re-engage with learning. However, 
some staff are not always aware of all the children in their immediate area. This 
means that children are sometimes left to flit unhappily between activities.
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n Staff tell children that they are expected to help each other. Children learn to 
share resources. Older children support their younger peers. They tidy up areas 
ready for the next child. Older children discuss the rights and wrongs of 
behaviour. For example, they discussed whether they should allow toddlers to 
cut bread into eight pieces rather than four. However, staff do not take 
opportunities to talk to children about their emotions at times. 

n Staff have worked hard to overcome the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
For example, new children now start at the setting at any time. They have the 
time and space to settle at their own pace. The manager recognises that the 
national lockdowns affected some children's social development. Staff are 
working with families to redress this before children begin school.

n Children develop an understanding of amount as they count the number of 
flowers in a vase. Staff ask them to fetch 'one' or 'five' objects. Staff teach 
children about shape and size through everyday activities. Children practise 
matching amounts to numerals as they build on their early mathematics skills. 
However, independent mathematical activities can sometimes confuse children. 
Staff are not always on hand to help children with immediate feedback and 
support.

n Staff know the children and lovingly support them throughout the day. They 
have a clear idea of the service they want to provide and are working towards 
this. Staff teach children how to respect and use resources. 

n Hygiene is good. Children use the toilet and wash their hands independently. 
They choose nutritious snacks such as fruit, eggs and bread.

n Leaders have a clear idea of where they want a child to be as they leave the 
setting to enter school. The setting has recently employed another office 
manager. She has time to learn the setting's practice and procedures. The 
leadership team assesses staff performance and ensures that training is up to 
date. However, there is scope to develop a stronger approach to ensuring staff 
are consistently clear about children's development and the next steps in their 
learning.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The leadership team accesses staff safeguarding training through the local 
borough. As a result, staff know the signs that might mean a child is at risk of 
harm. They know the procedures to follow if they suspect that a child may be 
harmed. The setting recruits staff through the local Montessori College and other 
universities and colleges and works with these to follow safer recruitment 
procedures. Staff are aware of children's allergies and take steps to protect children 
from allergens. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n broaden opportunities to talk to children about how they are feeling so they 
learn the language of emotions

n support the staff further so they are consistently familiar with the areas of 
learning, children's next steps and how these link with Montessori methods of 
teaching. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 119550

Local authority Tower Hamlets 

Inspection number 10138234

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 23

Name of registered person Bethnal Green Montessori School Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP908353

Telephone number 0207 739 4343

Date of previous inspection 24 March 2016

Information about this early years setting

Bethnal Green Montessori School registered in 1999. It is located in Bethnal Green, 
in the London Borough of Tower Hamlets. The provision is open Monday to Friday, 
from 8.45am to 3pm, during term time only. The provision follows the Montessori 
educational philosophy. The provider receives funding to offer free early education 
for children aged two, three and four years. There are five members of staff. One 
member of staff holds qualified teacher status, one holds a qualification at level 6, 
two are qualified at level 3. A further two staff are working towards qualifications 
at level 5.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Fi O'Connor
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together to discuss 
the manager's intentions for children's learning.

n The inspector spoke to parents and read email testimonials from parents and 
considered their views.

n The inspector and the manager observed a planned activity. They discussed the 
effectiveness of teaching and the impact for children's learning.

n The inspector observed children at play and chatted to them about their 
learning.

n The  inspector sampled documentation.
n The owner and manager discussed their plans for the provision with the 

inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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