
Inspection of Greenwood Nursery 
School
Wandle Recreation Centre, Mapledon Road, LONDON SW18 4DN

Inspection date: 7 February 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and have fun in this welcoming, safe and well-resourced 
nursery. Children who are new to the nursery settle easily and quickly form close 
bonds with their key person. All children enjoy the exciting activities that staff plan 
for them. They are motivated and excited to explore and make good progress in 
relation to their starting points. Children respond well to staff's high expectations 
for their behaviour. Children behave well. They are respectful of each other and the 
resources. The golden rules remind children to share and take turns as they play. 

There is a strong focus on forest school activities. Children display a very keen 
interest in woodwork and they learn to make decisions about what they want to 
do. For example, children spend time exploring and creating with the different 
types of wood. They expand their vocabulary while staff teach them the difference 
between pine and balsa wood. Children access child-size saws, hammers and drills. 
They develop excellent small-muscle skills as they saw wood and hammers in nails. 
Younger children strengthen their bodies and learn coordination as they take part 
in weekly music and movement sessions.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The staff and the manager plan an exciting curriculum. Children have ample 
opportunities to learn about the wider world and the local community. For 
example, they learn how to help people who are less fortunate than themselves 
as they collect and drop off food to the food bank. Children take part in exciting 
activities with their parents to successfully raise funds for local charities. Staff 
organise enjoyable trips to places such as the local post office and parks. 

n Children eat freshly cooked, healthy and nutritious meals, according to their 
specific dietary needs. They are developing a positive awareness of how to keep 
themselves healthy. Staff provide children with good opportunities to develop 
practical skills and to be independent. For instance, staff encourage children to 
take off and put on their shoes and outdoor clothing. Children wash their hands 
before meals, brush their teeth and serve their own meals and drinks. 

n Staff teach children good early mathematical skills. Children independently use 
number, describe size and count as they play. Older children confidently count to 
10 and above. For example, they count the number of buttons on their work. 
Staff encourage children to solve problems. Children learn simple calculations, 
such as adding, and think about what number comes next. 

n Staff support and extend younger children's physical skills required for later 
writing. For example, children create works of art with colourful paints. Although 
children have good opportunities to develop their early writing skills, staff do not 
encourage the most able children to write for a purpose. For instance, they do 
not encourage them to write their name on their work when they finish. During 
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activities, staff do not extend children's growing interest in letters to learn that 
letters have sounds. 

n During the COVID-19 pandemic restrictions, staff continued to support children's 
learning online. Key persons provided group and one-to-one sessions with 
children throughout the day. This helped to maintain children's strong bonds 
with friends and staff. 

n Staff communicate well with children and are skilled at capturing their attention. 
During group circle times they make effective use of props, such as flash cards 
and puppets, to encourage children's interactions. Children delight in joining in 
with repetitive action songs and stories. They learn about emotions as they sing 
along to 'If you're happy and you know it'. However, bilingual children have 
limited opportunities to use their home language to strengthen their developing 
languages. 

n The management team reflects and evaluates the provision. It actively seeks the 
views of children, parents and staff. The team regularly identifies areas for 
development and makes positive changes that benefit children. For example, the 
recent revision for online software has improved the monitoring of children's 
development and parental access to information.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have a good understanding of the signs of abuse and wider 
safeguarding issues. They know where to report concerns about children's welfare. 
The manager understands her responsibility to work with other agencies to 
promote children's safety. She uses robust recruitment procedures and provides 
supervision and regular training to ensure that staff are suitable for their roles. 
Staff assess risks constantly, making sure that children can play and explore safely. 
Children learn how to keep safe. For example, they put on their safety glasses 
when doing woodwork. Children confidently recall the rules that they need to 
follow.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to develop the literacy curriculum, particularly for the most able 
children, to enhance writing for a purpose and to develop children's knowledge 
of letters and their sounds

n help children to build on and use their home languages in play and learning to 
strengthen their communication skills to the highest level.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY457758

Local authority Wandsworth

Inspection number 10128528

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 56

Number of children on roll 56

Name of registered person Greenwood Childcare Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP532269

Telephone number 020 8875 1277

Date of previous inspection 5 July 2013

Information about this early years setting

Greenwood Nursery School registered in 2013. It operates from a purpose-built 
building situated within the Wandle Recreation Centre in the London Borough of 
Wandsworth. The nursery is open each weekday, from 7.30am to 6pm, for 52 
weeks of the year. The nursery receives funding for the provision of free early 
education for children aged three and four. The nursery employs 20 staff. Of these, 
16 hold early years qualifications ranging from level 1 to level 6.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Trisha Edward
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together.
n The inspector observed the quality of teaching indoors and outdoors and 

assessed the impact of this on children's learning.
n The manager and the inspector conducted a joint observation.
n The inspector held several discussions with the staff and children during the 

inspection. 
n The inspector spoke to parents and took account of their views.
n The inspector reviewed relevant documentation, including evidence of staff's 

suitability and training for staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Greenwood Nursery School
7 February 2022 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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