
Inspection of Enchanted Wood 
Preschool
Bexley Park Sports & Social Club, Calvert Drive, Dartford, Kent DA2 7GA

Inspection date: 7 February 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are extremely happy settled and confident. Their every need is 
recognised, planned for and provided for throughout their time in the setting. 
Children play in a harmonious environment that highly promotes their individual 
way of learning. Children confidently explore and experiment in their play, in both 
the indoor and outdoor areas. They develop friendships and close bonds with their 
peers and staff. This is due to the highly committed staff team that work cohesively 
together to provide a consistent and continual approach to children's care and 
learning. Children are making excellent progress in their learning. They experience 
a varied, fun and thought-provoking programme of activities and play. This helps 
children to gain independence, self-belief, determination and curiosity to want to 
know more. 

Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities have exceptional support 
and encouragement through multi-agency working. The smallest of milestones 
achieved for any child is celebrated with everyone involved in their lives. For 
example, a moment of eye contact, a non-verbal child making vocal response to an 
activity or a baby settling and sleeping in a cot for the first time are shared with 
parents, other staff, professionals and management. The effective holistic approach 
to the care and development of children is worthy of sharing with other settings.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Parents make extremely positive comments about the support and attention to 
details of their child's time in the setting. They have every confidence in the staff 
and feel totally at ease leaving their children in their care. They comment that 
staff have children's best interests at heart. They recognise that staff's 
dedication, sympathetic support and positive engagement results in confident, 
sociable and thriving individuals. 

n Staff act as extremely positive role models for children, who's behaviour and 
attitude to others is exemplary. Staff feel exceptionally supported in their 
professional development through peer-on-peer observations, self-evaluation 
and regular meetings. Staff's achievements are celebrated and their exceptional 
practice is disseminated throughout the setting. Staff have a proactive attitude 
to constantly making improvements to enable children to make even further 
progress. 

n Children's emotional well-being is promoted throughout their day. Staff use 
detailed information from parents to plan children's routines that emulate those 
from home. They work with parents on changes to routines to support their 
children's well-being. For example, children who have had no social contact with 
other children, due to the pandemic, are given sensitive support to develop 
trust, relationships with other children and friendships. They develop extremely 
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close attachments to their key person, helping them to feel secure and 
confident. 

n Children thoroughly enjoy playing outdoors. They show curiosity to explore and 
experiment. Babies have a dedicated safe outdoor space. They confidently roll, 
crawl, shuffle, stand and walk. They interact with older children through a small 
low fence. Older children respond with awe and wonder when exploring the 
forest area. They use tools to experiment with mud and water. They show 
fascination as water changes colour and mud becomes sloppy. Staff successfully 
use personal expertise to lead these sessions. 

n Children's communication and language is strongly promoted. Babies blow 
bubbles to develop muscles to create sounds. Staff use simple signs to promote 
children's confidence to express their needs. In the toddler room, staff speak 
simply and slowly to encourage a response, be it gestures, expressions or verbal 
sounds. Older children develop clear speech through repetition and sound 
games. The most-able children listen to patterns of sounds in words and count 
them out by clapping. 

n Staff use expertly adapted activities to challenge children of different abilities. 
For example, children's thinking, social interaction, language and imagination is 
challenged at different levels during the story of 'Billy Goats Gruff'. They use 
resources, eye contact, books, recall, discussion, negotiation and acting out the 
story to promote each child's learning. 

n Children access a wealth of experiences to strongly enrich their learning and 
development. Children use a role-play beach area, exploring the texture of sand 
and to experience a seaside environment. Children learn about bike safety and 
different sports activities that they may not have opportunities to take part in at 
home. Children experience playing in snow through the use of a snow machine. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a very clear knowledge of child protection. They complete regular 
training and update their knowledge through discussions and staff meetings. 
Children play in a safe and secure environment, both indoors and outdoors. Staff 
carry out very effective risk assessment that helps children learn to keep 
themselves safe. Children are encouraged to explore the forest areas and 
experiment with the outdoor environment safely. Children learn about the 
importance of hygiene procedures as part of their daily routine. For example, 
helping themselves to tissues, wiping their nose and washing their hands.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY563609

Local authority Kent 

Inspection number 10194284

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 52

Number of children on roll 103

Name of registered person Sanford, Abigail Esther

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901163

Telephone number 07956 122864

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Enchanted Wood Preschool registered in 2018. It operates from a sports club in 
Bexley, Kent. It opens all year round, Monday to Friday, from 8am until 6pm. It has 
links with five other settings under the name of Enchanted Wood within the local 
area. The setting receives funding for two-, three- and four-year-old children. The 
setting employs 23 members of staff, 19 of whom hold an early years qualification 
higher than level 2. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Claire Parnell
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection since the COVID-19 pandemic began. The 
inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the provider and has taken 
that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager and provider joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to 
the inspector about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

n Children spoke to the inspector about what they enjoyed doing while at the 
setting. 

n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 
they support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities. 

n The inspector spoke  to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views. 

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The provider showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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