
Inspection of Little Acorns Pre-School
Seventh Day Adventist Church Hall, 500 Locking Road, WESTON-SUPER-MARE, 
Avon BS22 8QY

Inspection date: 3 February 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The pre-school provides a safe, secure and nurturing environment where children 
soon settle. Staff plan an exciting curriculum where children access a wide range of 
open-ended resources that they can explore and use in their own way. For 
example, children use their imaginations well to create their own designs from 
different materials. Through effective support from staff, children use trial and 
error to work out how to join the materials together. They discover that when glue 
will not stick the dried pasta to card, sticky tape works much better. Staff enable 
children to use the tape dispenser, supporting their physical development and 
independence well. When children struggle with scissors, staff provide good 
support and then give children time to practise for themselves. Children have good 
opportunities to revisit activities and staff successfully help them to recall their 
previous learning. For example, children remember how water was put in the 
freezer to make it into ice and suggest that hot water would make it melt.
Parents no longer enter the premises as they did before the COVID-19 pandemic. 
However, the manager and deputy greet parents at the door and share important 
information to enable consistent care and learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff observe the children effectively to know what they can do and what they 
need to learn next. The managers oversee the planning to ensure staff know 
how to sequence children's learning so they all make good progress. Children 
use materials such as play dough to strengthen their hands, and have lots of 
opportunities to explore early writing skills in their play. Eventually, older 
children can use a tripod grip to form letters to write their names.  

n Children are confident communicators. Staff successfully support children's 
language skills. For example, they engage children in good discussions, using 
their interests to hold their attention and give them the confidence to take turns 
in conversation. Staff recast children's incorrect use of words, to help them hear 
and use the correct pronunciation. Children learn to listen well to others and 
respond appropriately. Staff use stories and songs to extend children's 
vocabulary.  

n Children behave well and staff provide good support for them to understand and 
manage their behaviour. They work well with parents to put in place effective 
strategies to support children who struggle with their feelings. Young children 
are confident to seek help where they need it. However, the organisation of 
whole-group activities sometimes takes too long. Although staff quickly notice 
when children become restless and provide good support, some children find it 
hard to maintain concentration and engage fully.   

n Staff maintain a good standard of hygiene in the pre-school and teach children 
how to keep themselves safe and healthy. For example, children have healthy 
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snacks and learn about caring for their teeth. They gain independence as they 
dress up in role play and manage their care practices well. Children have daily 
opportunities to be active and engage in physical and outdoor play. For example, 
staff provide fun activities such as yoga, where children build their core strength 
and develop balance and coordination.

n Partnerships with parents and outside agencies are good, especially to support 
children with special educational needs. Parents confirm that their children are 
making good progress, particularly in language and communication skills and 
their personal, social and emotional development. The strong partnerships 
ensure that they prepare children successfully for school.  

n The manager and deputy work directly with the staff and children, providing 
good role models. They understand the importance of reflecting on their practice 
to identify ongoing improvements. For example, they have made changes to the 
book area to encourage boys to access books more. The managers provide good 
opportunities for staff to attend training and develop their knowledge. For 
example, they provide activity planning sheets for new staff to help them focus 
on what children need to learn. However, there are sometimes inconsistencies in 
the quality of teaching, so not all staff challenge children's learning, particularly 
in their mathematical development.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff and managers have a good understanding of safeguarding children, including 
how to identify and report any harm to children. Staff know what to do if they have 
any concerns about the behaviour of their colleagues. Staff carry out good daily 
risk assessments to minimise hazards and provide good supervision on apparatus, 
such as the slide, to keep children safe. Managers review accidents to identify any 
patterns and take swift action to manage them appropriately. Effective checks and 
regular reviews help to ensure that adults are suitable to work with children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n monitor the quality of teaching more accurately to provide targeted support in 
order to ensure consistency in the teaching of the curriculum, particularly for 
children's mathematical development

n review the organisation of whole-group activities to enable children to engage 
fully and concentrate better. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 115273

Local authority North Somerset

Inspection number 10112364

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 42

Name of registered person Arvin, Sharon Maureen

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905689

Telephone number 01934 514735

Date of previous inspection 24 September 2015

Information about this early years setting

Little Acorns Pre-School is privately owned and registered in 1995. It is situated in 
Worle near Weston-Super-Mare. The pre-school is open during term time only. It 
operates Monday to Thursday from 8.30am to 4pm, and on Friday from 8.30am to 
12.30pm. The pre-school receives funding to provide free early education for 
children aged two, three and four years. There are seven members of staff, 
including the owner. Of these, five hold an appropriate early years qualification at 
level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Elaine Douglas
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager led the inspector on a learning walk around the pre-school and 
discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector observed activities and the quality of education being provided, 
indoors and outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on 
children's development. 

n The deputy manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation on a 
planned activity and assessed the quality of teaching. 

n The inspector spoke with parents and children, looked at written feedback, and 
took account of their views.   

n The inspector held a leadership meeting with the manager and deputy, and 
sampled documentation. They spoke with staff at convenient times and assessed 
their safeguarding knowledge.  

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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