
Childminder report

Inspection date: 9 February 2022

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Not met (with actions)

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision does not meet requirements

There are significant weaknesses in the childminder's safeguarding knowledge, 
which has an impact on children's safety. This is particularly in relation to the 
childminder's understanding of how to report concerns and the importance of doing 
so promptly. The childminder does not record all required information about 
children's living arrangements.

Children enjoy their time with the childminder. They arrive at her home happily and 
are excited to see what activities and toys are available to them. They enjoy 
choosing what to do, after a busy day at school. For example, some children 
choose to dress up and play with dolls and other children choose to draw or play 
with toy cars. All activities on offer are suitable and fun for children and provide 
opportunities for them to further practise skills they are learning elsewhere, at 
school or nursery.

Children are very at ease in the childminder's home. They enjoy her company and 
there is a relaxed and happy atmosphere. Children readily talk about their day at 
school. Parents report that their children are disappointed on days they will not be 
seeing the childminder. Children behave well and are polite to visitors.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder is able to recognise the signs of potential abuse or harm. She 
wants to keep children safe. However, on the day of the inspection she 
demonstrated an inaccurate understanding of what she should do if a child was 
at immediate risk of potential harm or who to call for support and advice about 
safeguarding issues. These gaps in the childminder's safeguarding knowledge 
showed she would not be able to react quickly to any potential safeguarding 
concerns.

n The childminder does not capture all required information about children before 
they start. For example, she does not find out about all those who may have 
parental responsibility. This means she does not have a precise picture of 
children's living arrangements.

n The childminder offers children a suitable range of fun experiences that 
complement, or build on, children's learning elsewhere. For example, she 
teaches children to tell the time, knowing they are also learning this at school.

n Children show enjoyment when the childminder joins in with their play. This 
helps children focus and keep trying at what they are doing. For example, 
children are pleased when the childminder plays a board game with them. 
Children enjoy taking turns and celebrating when they win.

n Children are learning, as well as having fun, with the childminder. For example, 
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they learn how to count accurately and how to piece together jigsaws.
n The childminder helps children learn about the benefits of a healthy lifestyle. For 

example, she ensures snacks are healthy and reminds children of the importance 
of drinking to stay hydrated.

n Children are developing good levels of independence. They know where to put 
their shoes and bags when they arrive from school. They happily wash their 
hands before eating.

n The childminder is very nurturing and kind. She cares about the children she 
looks after. She offers a homely and welcoming environment and plenty of 
smiles and cuddles. This helps children feel welcome and valued.

n The childminder shows a positive attitude to her own professional development. 
She is committed to improving her safeguarding knowledge.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are not effective.

The childminder was not able to demonstrate an accurate understanding of how to 
report concerns about a child's welfare, or the need to do so in a timely manner. 
However, she understands her responsibility to respond to any concerns and wants 
to protect children. She is able to recognise the signs that a child may be at risk of 
harm. She has an accurate understanding of wider safeguarding issues, such as the 
risks to children of being exposed to extreme views. She supervises children closely 
in her home and ensures her home is safe and secure.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage and 
Childcare Register the provider must:

Due date
gain a secure understanding of how to 
respond to concerns about a child's 
safety in a timely manner, the 
appropriate agencies to approach for 
advice and contact with concerns, to 
keep children safe from harm

14/02/2022

gather and record all required 
information about children, including 
details of everyone with parental 
responsibility, to build a complete picture 
of children's care arrangements.

14/02/2022
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2529153

Local authority West Berkshire

Inspection number 10215092

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 10

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 5

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2019. She lives in Thatcham, Newbury, Berkshire. 
The childminder offers care before and after school, Monday to Thursday.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sarah Holley

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The childminder showed the inspector the premises and discussed how they 
ensure it is safe and suitable.

n The inspector spoke to children, to find out about their time with the 
childminder.

n Parents and carers shared their views with the inspector.
n The inspector talked with the childminder, to find out about her understanding 

of child protection and safeguarding.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.
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If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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