
Inspection of Little Angels Pre-School 
Ltd
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Inspection date: 2 February 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enter the setting happy, confident and ready to learn. They demonstrate 
their good independence skills. For example, as children arrive at the setting, they 
have the opportunity to self-serve their breakfast. They learn how to follow a 
sequence of actions, such as washing their hands and choosing their bowl before 
selecting what to eat. Children learn to link written numerals to quantity as they 
spoon the correct amount of cereal.

Children share their ideas about a story with staff, who value these to help build on 
children's self-esteem. Children invite staff to join them to recreate the story about 
a tiger who came to tea. They giggle as they change the characters of the story 
and serve them different foods. Other children use their imagination as they play 
outside in the mud kitchen. They use funnels and buckets as they transport water 
around the garden. Children enjoy making 'muddy puddle' drinks for their friends.  

Children are well behaved. They understand the setting rules and learn to follow 
these. For example, as staff ring some bells, children stand quietly and listen for 
instructions about what they are doing next. This helps them to prepare for 
changes during the day. Staff are gentle and calm when helping children to 
understand right and wrong. For example, they gently encourage children to use 
'kind hands'.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers supported children and families effectively when they were unable to 
attend the setting during the local COVID-19 restrictions. Parents report 
receiving home activity packs to support their children's learning at home. Staff 
use an online platform to share information with parents about their children's 
day. This helps to promote continuity of care.

n Staff know children and their families well. They gain information about what 
children can already do when they start to attend the setting. Staff plan 
activities around the children's interests and help to build on their existing 
knowledge and skills. As a result, children, including those with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities, make good progress in their learning.

n The manager supports her staff team well, for example through peer 
observations and staff supervision. There are rigorous recruitment procedures in 
place to help ensure that staff are suitable to work with children. The manager 
regularly observes staff's teaching and provides them with helpful feedback to 
support their professional development. The well-being of the staff is very 
important to the manager, and staff report that they feel well supported and 
happy in their roles. The management team uses self-evaluation to identify the 
setting's strengths and weaknesses, to further enhance the provision. 
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n Staff work closely with families and other professionals to ensure children who 
need any extra support continue to make good progress. Additional funding, 
such as early years pupil premium, is used appropriately to provide one-to-one 
support and resources that aid children's learning and development. 

n Children who speak English as an additional language attend the setting. Their 
home languages are recognised and supported. Opportunities are provided for 
children to look at books in different languages. Children enjoy singing and 
listening to stories. Staff talk to children and encourage back and forth 
conversations. This helps to support children's language development. However, 
on occasions, staff sometimes use familiar ways to say things such as 'horsey' 
and 'doggy'. Although these words may help children's understanding, this 
means that young children do not consistently hear the correct pronunciation of 
words. Additionally, during activities, when staff asks children questions, they do 
not give them time to respond or process their own ideas and think of solutions 
for themselves.

n Staff are well deployed. They get down to the children's level and model how to 
use resources. For example, staff show children how to make pretend ice-cream 
cones out of damp sand. Children enjoy a range of sensory play, including 
posting boxes and toy animals in some soil and sand. There is an exciting 
kitchen full of real household items, vegetables and noodles for the children to 
explore through their senses. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The managers and staff know how to identify if a child may be at risk of harm, 
including from extreme views and beliefs. Staff know where to report any concerns 
they may have about a child in their care or about staff who work with children. 
This promotes children's safety and welfare. Risk assessments are embedded in 
practice. The premises are safe and secure. The managers complete daily checks 
of the setting and garden to ensure there are no hazards.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop staff's skills further, to ensure that they give children enough time to 
think and respond to questions during play and discussions

n support staff to develop consistency when modelling language, to help young 
children to hear and use the correct pronunciation of words.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY456570

Local authority Essex

Inspection number 10127337

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 31

Name of registered person Little Angels Pre-School Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905841

Telephone number 07969011656

Date of previous inspection 7 May 2013

Information about this early years setting

Little Angels Pre-School Ltd registered in 2012 and is situated in Colchester. The 
pre-school employs eight members of childcare staff. Of these, six hold appropriate 
early years qualifications at level 2 or above. The pre-school opens from Monday to 
Friday during term time. Sessions are from 9am until midday, and from midday 
until 3pm. Children are able to attend for a full day from 9am to 3pm. The pre-
school provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Shelly McDougall
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the setting and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children spoke to/communicated with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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