
Inspection of Needingworth 
Community Pre-School
Mill Way, Needingworth, St Ives, Cambridgeshire PE27 4TF

Inspection date: 2 February 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children flourish in the pre-school. They eagerly explore their environment and 
relish discovering new things from the wealth of resources. Children become deeply 
involved as they experiment, transporting logs and carefully creating a structure to 
climb on or hide under. They confidently climb trees and learn how to safely come 
back down, under the watchful guidance of the practitioners. This helps build 
children's confidence and reinforces highly positive attitudes to learning.

Children are beginning to understand and control their feelings and emotions. They 
manage their behaviour with considered support from practitioners, who model the 
behaviour that is expected. Children eagerly share their thoughts about their 
experiences at the pre-school and explain about their favourite person who helps 
them. They indicate who they would tell if they felt sad and say, 'Because she 
would make me feel better'. 

Children thoroughly enjoy spending time in the forest school area. They show great 
tenacity as they keep trying to walk across several stepping stones in one go. 
Children develop excellent physical skills as they push themselves along on 
scooters and balance on the tightrope. This helps them to develop good muscle 
control, feel relaxed and develop a deep sense of overall well-being.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Practitioners have a very good understanding of the effects that the COVID-19 
pandemic has had on children and their families. They kept in regular contact, 
providing support for parents to continue their child's learning at home. 
Practitioners swiftly identified and put strategies in place to close any gaps in 
children's learning. This has had an exceptionally positive effect on children's 
social skills and their progress overall. 

n Children are developing excellent language skills. Practitioners skilfully introduce 
new words and revisit subjects to check children's understanding. For example, 
practitioners ask if children remember what the word hibernate means. Children 
explain that it means the animals sleep in the winter. This is highly effective in 
helping to extend children's vocabulary.  

n The excellent working relationship with the host school and teachers is a key 
strength. Together, they work closely to support children's transfer to full-time 
education effectively. Children visit the school regularly to become familiar with 
the space. They to get to know the teachers who report that when children start 
school, they are exceptionally well prepared for more formal learning.   

n Partnerships with parents are very well established and valued. Parents report 
how exceptionally well informed they are about their children's learning and 
provide very positive comments about their children's experiences at the pre-
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school. They say that practitioners 'go over and above' to ensure that their child 
is well looked after and ready for school.

n Children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities, thrive 
in all aspects of their development. Practitioners liaise very closely with parents 
and other professionals to ensure that each child receives the support they 
need. Leaders use additional funding to target specific areas of development for 
children and reduce any differences in their learning. 

n The leadership and management of the pre-school are exceptional. The 
manager has high expectations for all practitioners and empowers them to 
continually develop their skills and knowledge. Practitioners report that leaders 
give their well-being high priority, and they feel extremely motivated to do their 
very best for the children in their care.

n Children are highly independent. Practitioners encourage them to organise 
themselves for mealtimes and pour their own drinks. Together, they discuss the 
importance of healthy food. Children explain, 'Milk helps you grow, and it is good 
for your teeth'.   

n Practitioners monitor children's well-being and progress closely to identify any 
gaps in learning, so that these can be swiftly addressed. They design an 
ambitious curriculum that ensures every child has the best possible start to their 
education. Practitioners are skilled at knowing when to intervene in children's 
play and when to allow them to take risks or make mistakes. As a result, 
children develop the skills they need to support their future learning. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All practitioners are highly confident in identifying signs and symptoms of abuse. 
They have an excellent understanding of what they must do if they have any 
concerns about a child's well-being or the conduct of a colleague. Practitioners 
complete training and have regular discussions to ensure their knowledge of 
safeguarding issues is up to date. Recruitment and vetting procedures are rigorous. 
An extensive induction programme and ongoing supervision ensures all adults are 
suitable to work with children. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 221822

Local authority Cambridgeshire

Inspection number 10113209

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 35

Name of registered person
Needingworth Community Pre-School 
Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP517189

Telephone number 01480 464201

Date of previous inspection 6 July 2015

Information about this early years setting

Needingworth Community Pre-School opened in 1978 and operates from the 
community room in the grounds of Holywell CofE Primary School. The pre-school is 
open each weekday, from 8.50am to 11.50am, and 12.20pm to 3.20pm during 
term time only. There is also a lunch club from 11.50am to 12.20pm each day. The 
pre-school employs four members of staff. Of these, two hold appropriate early 
years qualifications at level 3 and one at level 4. It provides funded early education 
for three- and four-year-old children.   

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Emma Bright
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the pre-school.

n The inspector observed activities indoors and outside and assessed the impact 
these have on children's learning. Children told the inspector about their friends 
and what they like to do when they are at pre-school. 

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together to discuss 
and understand how the early years provision and the curriculum are organised. 
The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager.

n The inspector had discussions with practitioners at appropriate times during the 
inspection. Parents spoke and gave written feedback to the inspector about their 
views of the pre-school.

n A meeting was held between the inspector and the provider about the leadership 
and management of the pre-school. 

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, including the safeguarding 
procedures and evidence of the suitability of adults working in the pre-school.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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