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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils feel safe and valued in the school. Pupils of all ages work alongside each 
other. The visual timeline that runs along reception helps pupils to understand the 
history of the school and how it has grown. Pupils feel proud of the school.  
 
Leaders have high aspirations for every pupil. Staff are united to achieve the school’s 
mission statement which is to prepare all pupils for university and to be leaders in 
their community. Leaders arrange a variety of enrichment days and events to 
support what pupils learn in lessons. Pupils particularly appreciate these 
opportunities. Pupils take part in work with local businesses, projects with the local 
community and trips to universities.   
 
The Globe wings artwork outside the school gates visually demonstrates the 
ambitions that pupils have for themselves. Pupils illustrated the wings with big ideas 
of what they want to do when they leave school. For example, there are pictures of 
doctors and lawyers. The motto, ‘we are wings, and we want to fly,’ is felt by pupils. 
All believe they can succeed.  
 
Pupils behave well in and outside of lessons. Pupils understand behaviour systems 
and know what is expected of them. Bullying is rare. If it occurs, then teachers act 
quickly to resolve issues.  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Pupils have the opportunity to study a broad range of subjects throughout their time 
at school. In the sixth form, students choose from a number of courses. Leaders are 
ambitious for all pupils. Leaders recently added more curriculum time for some 
subjects in Years 7 to 9. This is because previously pupils in these year groups did 
not have enough time to study certain subjects in depth. The trust provides helpful 
support for subject leaders, particularly in refining the curriculum plans to take into 
account the changes in Years 7 to 9.   
 
Leaders ensure that each subject is planned in a way that helps pupils to build up 
knowledge over time. Teachers provide pupils with the chance to recall and use the 
things they have learned before. For example, children in the Nursery used their 
learning and vocabulary related to superheroes when they had a visit from the local 
firefighters. In English, pupils used their knowledge of words such as volta and tone 
to help them to understand the poem ‘Storm on the Island’ by Heaney. Teachers 
routinely check pupils’ learning in lessons. Teachers use this to make sure that pupils 
keep up and build their knowledge securely. For example, in French, teachers 
checked if pupils understood the different forms of the verb ‘jouer’ before continuing 
learning. Pupils achieve well across a range of subjects and stages in the school. 
 
Leaders prioritise reading from the moment children start the school. The Nursery 
supports this ambition, with communication and language being a strength. Leaders 
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train teachers and teaching assistants to be early reading experts. Teachers 
recognise any gaps in phonics knowledge straight away. If pupils need extra 
support, this is quickly provided. Leaders are determined that every child, no matter 
what their starting point, will become a fluent reader. Pupils could enthusiastically 
describe books they enjoy listening to in class, for example ‘James and the Giant 
Peach’, by Roald Dahl. Leaders continue the emphasis on reading as pupils move 
through all year groups. Leaders make sure that pupils have the help they need to 
learn to read fluently, including in Years 7 to 11. Pupils read widely and often. Pupils 
in Years 7 to 11 have opportunities to read with younger pupils.  
 
Teachers have good knowledge of the subjects they teach. The trust provides 
helpful support for teachers. In lessons, teachers make sure that pupils know and 
use key vocabulary. For instance, in geography, students in Year 13 could correctly 
use words such as ‘magnitude’ and ‘Richter’ when learning about hazards linked to 
earthquakes. This vocabulary focus helps students to discuss their learning. 
Teachers help pupils to understand different concepts by breaking them down into 
smaller chunks of learning. This works particularly well for pupils with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). Leaders work with outside agencies to 
help them to identify and meet pupils’ needs. Teachers help pupils with SEND well 
so that these pupils access the same curriculum as their peers.  
 
Right from the start of early years, staff set high expectations for pupils’ behaviour. 
In the early years, staff support children’s learning and development very effectively. 
Children are very well prepared for their learning in Year 1. Throughout the school, 
these high expectations of pupils’ behaviour continue. The ‘culture pyramid’ outlines 
clearly how pupils should behave. This promotes things like independence, being 
professional and social justice for all. For example, in the primary phase, leaders 
provide opportunities for pupils to speak ‘professionally’ to adults. Pupils respect 
each other and work to support each other in lessons. Pupils are proud to be 
members of the school and behave exceptionally well. There is no low-level 
disruption in lessons. Pupils focus on their learning. They value opportunities to 
contribute to the wider community. Pupils described projects they had been involved 
in, such as volunteering or working with local businesses.  
 
Leaders make sure that all pupils, at every stage, receive helpful information about 
careers education, information and guidance. In the sixth form, students are well 
prepared for their next steps in education. Students achieve highly in the sixth form.   
Pupils value being part of a diverse school. ‘Learning family time’ offers good 
opportunities for pupils to discuss what is happening in the world around them. 
Pupils talk about topics such as bullying, the environment, charity work and the 
impact of COVID-19 on the community. 
 
Leaders provide support for staff well-being. Staff say they appreciate this. Leaders 
set up helpful strategies to reduce staff workload while maintaining standards in 
lessons. 
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Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Staff training on safeguarding is up to date. Staff know the processes to follow if 
they have concerns about a pupil. Leaders know pupils and their families well. When 
there is a need, leaders make timely referrals and work effectively with external 
agencies. 
 
Pupils learn how to keep themselves safe in school and when out in the community. 
Leaders have prioritised mental health and well-being for staff and pupils. Pupils 
could talk confidently about their lessons on mental health awareness.  
 
Leaders are aware of the local safeguarding risks that may affect pupils. Leaders 
work with pupils to teach them how to manage risks. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 Leaders identified that how the curriculum was previously organised in Years 7 to 

9 did not allow all pupils to study all subjects in depth. This limited pupils’ 
learning. Leaders have made changes to how the curriculum is organised to 
address this. However, these changes are new. Subject plans need to be 
embedded. Leaders should ensure that the revised curriculum for pupils in Years 
7 to 9 is securely embedded to ensure that pupils study the full curriculum and 
build their knowledge securely in every subject.  

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you 
can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
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In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 135584 

Local authority Southwark 

Inspection number 10200589 

Type of school All-through 

School category Academy sponsor-led 

Age range of pupils 3 to 18 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Gender of pupils in sixth-form 
provision 

Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 1,294 

Of which, number on roll in the 
sixth form 

150 

Appropriate authority Board of trustees 

Chair of the governing body Patrick Voss 

Headteacher Matt Jones 

Website https://arkglobe.org/ 

Date of previous inspection                            5 October 2018 under section 8 of 
Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The school uses one registered alternative provider. 

 The school meets the requirements of the Baker Clause. This means that pupils in 
Years 8 to 13 receive information about the full range of education and training 
options open to them. This includes opportunities for a range of education and 
training providers to speak to pupils about technical education qualifications and 
apprenticeships. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
The inspectors carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
 This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 

pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with school 
leaders and have taken that into account in their evaluation. 
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 Inspectors carried out deep dives in these subjects: mathematics, modern foreign 
languages, early reading, history, art and media studies. For each deep dive, 
inspectors met with subject leaders, looked at curriculum plans, visited a sampled 
of lessons, spoke to teachers, spoke to some pupils about their learning and 
looked at samples of pupils’ work. 

 Inspectors met with the executive principal, the primary principal, the associate 
principal and designated safeguarding lead, the special educational needs 
coordinator and other members of the senior team. 

 Inspectors met with the chair of the governing body, the regional director for the 
trust and other senior members of the trust team. 

 Inspectors visited a variety of other lessons in science, business studies, English, 
religious education, music and geography. 

 Inspectors looked at curriculum plans for geography, music and computer science. 

 Inspectors observed behaviour in lessons and at lunchtime. Inspectors spoke to a 
range of staff about their views of behaviour, their workload and well-being. 
Inspectors also spoke with pupils to consider their views.  

 Inspectors visited an assembly and observed ‘learning family time’. 

 Through discussion with leaders, pupils and staff, inspectors considered the 
effectiveness of safeguarding. Inspectors looked at records related to 
safeguarding, including pre-employment checks on staff and records of work with 
external agencies. 

 Inspectors considered the views expressed by parents, staff and pupils who 
responded to Ofsted’s surveys. 

 

Inspection team 

 

Lucy Bruce, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Jeff Cole Ofsted Inspector 

Janice Howkins Ofsted Inspector 

Amy Jackson Ofsted Inspector 

Mark Southworth Ofsted Inspector 

Heidi Swidenbank Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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