
Inspection of Catherington Nursery
Catherington Lane, Catherington, Waterlooville PO8 0TD

Inspection date: 26 January 2022

Overall effectiveness Requires improvement

The quality of education Requires improvement

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Requires improvement

Leadership and management Requires improvement

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision requires improvement

Children have good relationships with the staff in the setting and seek them out for 
comfort when they first separate from their parents. Staff are quick to comfort 
children with cuddles and reassuring words when needed. Children are quick to join 
in with the activities on offer. However, staff do not ensure that activities provided 
for children focus sharply enough on their interests or what they need to learn 
next. This has an impact on the progress that children make in their development.

The quality of teaching is variable. Children are not always provided with good-
quality interactions or challenged sufficiently to extend their learning. For example, 
staff do not fully consider the various learning opportunities and resources 
available to broaden children's knowledge and understanding of sea creatures. 

Children behave well and are polite to each other. Staff act as positive role models. 
They provide guidance to help children manage their feelings. Children are learning 
about the impact their behaviour has on others. They show kindness and empathy 
towards each other. For example, children sensitively rub their friend's back and 
ask if they are ok, when they are upset.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers do not use staff supervision and performance monitoring systems 
effectively. This means that weaknesses in practice are not identified and 
actioned swiftly. As a result, not all staff have the knowledge and skills to fulfil 
their roles and responsibilities. This has an impact on the progress children 
make, particularly those with special educational needs and disabilities.

n Managers and staff plan activities based on children's interests, but do not have 
a clear intent of what they want individual children to learn. Therefore, although 
children enjoy activities, these are not always challenging enough. This means 
that staff do not help all children to build on the key skills that they need to 
learn next.

n Children are curious and enthusiastic in their play and show confidence to 
choose what they want to do. Older children explore everyday technology as 
they take photos of their drawings. Young children find their favourite cars and 
spend time 'driving' them around the nursery floor. Staff have a positive and 
consistent approach, which helps children know what is expected of them in 
terms of their behaviour. Children help to tidy toys away when it is time to get 
ready for lunch, and staff support them to share resources and take turns.

n Staff complete progress checks for children aged two years. This enables them 
to identify gaps in children's development. However, staff do not act on this 
information swiftly. Therefore, not all children receive the support and 
intervention they need to make sufficient progress. 
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n Children benefit from lots of opportunities to develop their physical skills. For 
example, in the outside area, they whizz around on scooters and bounce on mini 
trampolines. Children are learning how to keep themselves safe, as staff support 
them to take measured risks. For example, they scale large equipment, taking 
care to climb slowly and steadily up the ladder. Staff and children share their 
excitement as children reach the top, and 'high-five' them when they slide back 
down. 

n Partnerships with parents are good. Staff and parents work well together, 
planning flexible settling-in arrangements when children first start at the setting. 
This helps with an easy transition for the children between home and nursery. 
Parents are complimentary about the activities on offer and the care their 
children receive.

n Children understand the rules of the setting. For example, when they hear the 
bell ring, they know that they must stop what they are doing and 'listen to the 
ladies'. Older children confidently explain why following instructions is important, 
for example in case of a fire. Staff provide children with healthy food and drink, 
such as fruit and milk. However, they do not make use of routine tasks, such as 
snack time, to fully promote children's independence and emerging social skills.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff complete child protection training to keep their knowledge up to date. They 
can identify signs that could indicate a child is at risk of abuse or neglect. Staff 
know how to report their concerns to other professionals, in line with the nursery's 
child protection procedure. They are clear about the whistle-blowing policy and 
know where to find contact details to report any incidents. Managers ensure that 
safe recruitment procedures are followed and they check regularly that staff remain 
suitable. Staff complete risk assessments thoroughly to ensure children play in a 
safe and secure environment. Children are closely supervised by staff to ensure 
they remain safe.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage, the 
provider must:

Due date
ensure that the supervision and 
monitoring of staff practice is effective in 
providing coaching, guidance and 
professional development opportunities 
to raise the quality of teaching to a 
consistently good level

25/02/2022
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ensure the managers' intention for the 
curriculum is understood and 
implemented by staff, so that children 
receive challenging and enjoyable 
experiences that take account of their 
individual learning needs

25/02/2022

make better use of information gained 
through assessment, including the two-
year progress check, to promptly target 
additional support for children where 
needed. 

25/02/2022

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n help children to further develop their independence and self-help skills in 
managing tasks for themselves, for example at snack time.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY342605

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10128726

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 28

Number of children on roll 37

Name of registered person Catherington Nursery

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903570

Telephone number 02392 594697

Date of previous inspection 20 November 2015

Information about this early years setting

Catherington Nursery registered in 2007. It is situated in Catherington, in 
Waterlooville, Hampshire. The nursery is open each weekday during term time, 
from 9am to 3pm. An early drop off is available from 8.30am. The nursery receives 
funding for the provision of free early education for children aged two, three and 
four years. There are six members of staff, all of whom hold relevant qualifications 
at level 3 and 4.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Nina Lambkin
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
setting and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery.

n The inspector spoke with staff and children at appropriate times throughout the 
inspection.

n A learning walk was completed with the managers to discuss the curriculum 
intent and how the provision is organised. 

n The inspector completed a joint observation of an activity and evaluated this 
with the managers. 

n The inspector reviewed relevant documentation, including the evidence of staff 
qualifications and the suitability of the adults working with the children. 

n The inspector took account of the views from parents spoken to on the day of 
the inspection, alongside those provided in writing.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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