
Inspection of Bushey Gan Nursery and 
Pre-School
177-189 Sparrows Herne, Bushey, Hertfordshire WD23 1AJ

Inspection date: 28 January 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children make good progress in a lively, welcoming and engaging environment. 
They know what is expected of them and help to manage their own care needs. 
Children become thoroughly motivated to explore resources, such as magnets. 
They explore the magnets and talk about how magnets 'attract' and 'repel', and 
find out what they 'stick' to. Children enjoy joining in familiar songs. They follow 
the actions to a song about shapes. They make connections by linking shapes to 
things in everyday life, such as a triangle becoming an ice cream cone or a hat. 
Younger children enjoy exploring the sensory feel of materials, such as sand. They 
dig and scoop in the sand, and talk about what is happening, saying 'the sand is on 
my arm'. 

Staff who work with children are ambitious about children's abilities and plan 
activities that underpin their good progress. For example, children talk about the 
changes that have taken place to an egg that they left to soak in vinegar. They 
compare this with another egg, identifying that the soaked egg is 'rubbery' and 
that its shell has gone. Staff remind them of the meaning of the word 'dissolved'. 
Children are enthusiastic to share their experiences with visitors. They explain in 
detail what they are going to do next. This demonstrates their understanding of 
everyday routines. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager has a strong oversight of the setting. She provides a broad range 
of training to staff and encourages them to continue to develop their knowledge 
and practice. For example, staff who have attended training on helping 
children's speech development have shared this with the wider staff team. The 
staff can have informal meetings with the manager at any point, and regularly 
discuss safeguarding matters and any concerns they may have. However, they 
do not always have regular opportunities to review their practice in relation to 
the quality of teaching. 

n Staff clearly enjoy working with the children and understand their needs well. 
They use songs successfully to help manage times when children move between 
different areas of the nursery, or to denote different times of day. This helps 
children to know what is expected of them and also supports their language 
development as they hear sung and spoken words. Older children are beginning 
to successfully link letters and the sound they make as staff promote their 
literacy development. Children can identify the first letter of their name and staff 
echo the sounds they make to help embed this knowledge. 

n At times, some group activities are not as well managed as others. For example, 
children sometimes have too many resources and this can distract them from 
what the staff member is showing them. Occasionally, in their enthusiasm to 
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introduce new learning, staff sometimes talk over each other, which means that 
it can take longer than necessary to explain an idea to the children. 

n Staff report that they enjoy working at the nursery and feel well supported by 
management. They understand the importance of offering each other support 
and feedback. Regular staff meetings help staff to share practice, and talk about 
any issues they might be facing. 

n Children enjoy lots of opportunities for physical play to stretch and grow their 
muscles and increase their control of their bodies. They kick a ball and shout 'I 
am kicking' as they play with the group. They show increasing control as they 
run and change direction, skilfully dodging obstacles to avoid running into 
others.

n Staff work closely with parents of children they care for. During the COVID-19 
pandemic, they have made increasing use of online communication to enable all 
parents to have enough feedback about their children's development. Parents 
praise how staff keep in touch with them and state that they receive lots of 
useful information about their children.

n Children enjoy exploring stories with staff, who bring the characters to life as 
they read in a lively tone of voice. Children use puppets to help them act out the 
stories they know and to make up new adventures. This helps to develop their 
literacy skills. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have attended recent safeguarding training, which helps them to continue to 
identify potential signs of concern. They are knowledgeable about potential signs 
and symptoms of abuse and are confident to identify these. They understand the 
procedures to report concerns about children or about adults working with children, 
both within the nursery and externally, to relevant agencies, including concerns 
about senior members of the team. Staff follow procedures to help protect children 
and supervise each other closely. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop further the programme of supervision of staff who work directly with 
children, to improve their teaching to the highest level

n review the planning and delivery of group activities across the nursery, 
particularly when staff are introducing new learning, to help staff engage all 
children equally at these times. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 130496

Local authority Hertfordshire

Inspection number 10220073

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 26

Name of registered person United Synagogue

Registered person unique 
reference number RP910804

Telephone number 020 8386 1515

Date of previous inspection 26 January 2016

Information about this early years setting

Bushey Gan Nursery and Pre-School registered in 2002. It caters for the Jewish and 
wider community. The setting operates from the Bushey and District Synagogue. It 
employs nine members of childcare staff, of whom eight hold appropriate early 
years qualifications at levels 2, 3, 4 or 6, including one with qualified teacher 
status. The setting opens from Monday to Friday, and sessions are from 8.30am to 
12.30pm. On Monday, Wednesday and Thursday it offers a lunch club until 3pm. 
The setting provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Naomi Brown
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed all areas of the provision and discussed the safety and 
suitability of the premises. 

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together and 
discussed their curriculum and what it is that they want the children to learn. 

n Children shared their views with the inspector.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning. 
n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager 

and the deputy manager.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views .
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of 

staff working in the nursery. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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