
Inspection of Cherrystone Nursery
1 Dell Lane, Stoneleigh, Surrey KT17 2NE

Inspection date: 26 January 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children thoroughly enjoy their time at nursery. Parents do not enter the nursery 
routinely due to COVID-19 safety precautions. However, children are warmly 
greeted at the front door by staff who are nurturing in their approach. Older 
children are eager to begin their day. Babies have especially warm relationships 
with their key person. This helps all children feel immediately safe and secure.

Babies enjoy a wide range of sensory experiences, which staff use to promote 
other learning. For example, babies repeat animal noises as they move large, soft 
plastic animals through chopped-up breakfast cereals. Toddlers are absorbed in 
their chosen play and know the routines well. For instance, before they play in the 
water tray, they persevere as they put on a water apron. Children explore the 
different water containers, scooping and pouring the water. They are developing 
their large and small muscles for later skills, such as writing. Children thoroughly 
enjoy these activities.

Children respect each other's opinions when they play together. For instance, they 
work together as they build different-sized towers. This reinforces their self-
confidence and emotional well-being. Staff have high expectations of children and 
are good role models. Children listen to the staff and understand appropriate 
behaviours. Children behave well.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager, who is covering maternity leave, has an ambitious vision of what 
they want children to learn and achieve. She has a clear intention for the 
curriculum, with a particular focus on children's personal, social and emotional 
development. Overall, children benefit from a wide range of purposeful and 
interesting activities. However, the organisation of some activities for older 
children, particularly those taking place just before lunchtime, are not always 
planned well enough to sustain their engagement. Occasionally, this leads to 
children losing focus, and it does not promote their learning to the highest level.

n Staff develop children's love for and interest in literacy and books. Younger 
children listen to stories and songs. Older children draw and form letter shapes 
and describe what they are drawing. This prepares them well for later writing. 
Children demonstrate they have a positive attitude to learning.

n Staff communicate clearly with children and model language well. They 
introduce new words during play. This helps young children to understand their 
meaning. For instance, children learn what 'squishy' means when describing how 
the play dough feels as they use their hands to squeeze it. Staff skilfully extend 
older children's learning as they introduce letter sounds. Children eagerly shout 
out words they can think of that begin with 'e', such as 'egg' and 'elephant'. 
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However, occasionally, staff ask children too many questions, not allowing them 
time to think and develop their own ideas.

n Children learn about a healthy and active lifestyle. They all enjoy healthy, 
nutritious meals according to their specific dietary needs and preferences. They 
sit together at mealtimes and are supported in developing their independence. 
For instance, children pour their drinks and cut their food up using knives and 
forks at mealtimes. Staff ensure children get plenty of fresh air and exercise 
outside. 

n The managers support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
well. For example, staff monitor development closely and provide specific 
activities to support children's development. Staff have developed strong 
partnerships with other professionals to ensure that children get the required 
levels of support. Children make good progress in their development.

n Partnerships with parents are strong and parents speak highly of the staff team. 
Staff promote daily communication with parents and offer feedback, both 
verbally and as part of their online daily diary system.

n Senior leaders support the manager effectively in her role. Together they 
regularly observe staff and evaluate practice in the nursery. Staff benefit from 
access to a range of internal and external training. This enhances the 
experiences they provide for children at the nursery. Staff feel valued and 
appreciated. There is a strong culture of celebrating their achievements within 
the nursery.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good understanding of their safeguarding responsibilities. They know 
the possible signs of abuse and what to do should they have concerns about a 
child. Staff are secure in their knowledge of the whistle-blowing policy. They 
understand the procedures to follow if they are concerned about the practice of 
another member of staff. Staff provide a safe environment for children. They teach 
children how to keep themselves safe. For example, staff explain clearly how to 
hold the scissors correctly while sitting down. Staff ensure that the premises are 
well maintained and secure.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n organise group times more effectively to provide children with opportunities to 
concentrate without distractions and be fully engaged in their learning

n help staff support children's continued communication through meaningful 
conversations and provide children with time to respond to questions and 
develop their critical-thinking skills.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY219568

Local authority Surrey

Inspection number 10128574

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 94

Number of children on roll 129

Name of registered person Cherry Childcare Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904322

Telephone number 020 8786 8006

Date of previous inspection 14 August 2015

Information about this early years setting

Cherrystone Nursery registered in 2002. The nursery is in Stoneleigh, in Surrey. 
The nursery is open Monday to Friday from 7:30am to 6:15pm all year round, 
excluding Christmas and bank holidays. The nursery employs 21 members of staff. 
Of whom, 18 hold appropriate childcare qualifications. The nursery is accredited to 
receive funding for free early education for children aged three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kelly Lane

Inspection report: Cherrystone Nursery
26 January 2022 4



Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manger and the inspector completed a learning walk together to discuss the 
organisation and intent of the curriculum and how the environment is arranged.

n The inspector held discussions with the management, staff, children and 
parents. 

n The inspector sampled some of the setting's documentation, including the 
checks on staff's suitability and the recruitment procedures.

n The inspector observed the quality of the teaching throughout the inspection. 
The manager and inspector carried out a joint evaluation of the quality of the 
teaching within an activity.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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