
Inspection of Little Harriers Day 
Nurseries Lavant
Lavant House School, West Lavant, Chichester, Sussex PO18 9AB

Inspection date: 21 January 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and secure as they arrive at the nursery. They are greeted 
warmly by management and staff. Children separate well from their parents. They 
confidently look for their name fob to hang it on the self-registration tree in the 
entrance foyer.

Leaders carefully consider the impact that the COVID-19 pandemic has had on 
children's development. They work closely with staff to decide how they can 
support children to make good progress in their learning. Leaders and staff are 
keen to ensure that children have exposure to a variety of experiences that interest 
and engage them. As a result, children show high levels of motivation and are 
curious to explore their play environments. For example, children delight in 
participating in forest-school sessions. They seek out creatures under logs and 
gather twigs and leaves to create bird's nests when they return to nursery.

Staff build positive relationships with children. They effectively use emotion cards 
to support children to understand and express their feelings. Children behave very 
well. They are extremely confident in sharing their knowledge of how they follow 
the rules to stay safe when they are outside. Babies and toddlers seek comfort 
from familiar staff. They enjoy sharing board books together and use sensory 
resources to keep them stimulated.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have a clear understanding of what they intend children to learn within 
the curriculum. Staff model good teaching skills when they support children, 
which helps them to make progress in their development. Leaders provide 
training opportunities for staff to promote children's learning further.

n Overall, staff encourage children to deeply understand new ideas and to make 
connections in their learning. For instance, staff ask children questions about 
past experiences that they have participated in. This encourages recall and 
discussion about what they have learned about previously. However, on 
occasion, not all staff make maximum use of interactions to challenge and 
further extend children's thinking skills.

n Staff offer children good opportunities to practise independence skills. Children 
wash their own hands, serve themselves lunch and pour their own drinks. 
Children show high levels of collaboration with their peers. After lunch, children 
work together to scrape their own plates before sitting back down, ready for 
their pudding.

n Children receive clear support to develop their communication and language 
skills well. Staff caring for all age groups take opportunities to share books and 
read stories to children. They use props to bring stories to life and keep children 
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interested. Staff encourage discussion by inviting the children's views about 
what is happening in stories.

n Leaders act swiftly when they identify children who have a delay in their 
development. They ensure that children receive intervention at the earliest 
opportunity so that they receive the support they need to catch up. Leaders and 
staff work with families and outside professionals to ensure targeted support 
offers children a chance to reach their full potential.

n Children show high levels of engagement and great enthusiasm in their play and 
learning. They show courage and fascination in their explorations. For instance, 
some children who are apprehensive to touch a worm are given support and 
gentle encouragement to hold it so they can observe it more closely.

n Children demonstrate exemplary behaviour. Staff remind children about 
expectations for how they are to behave. They offer explanations to help 
children understand the reasons behind why they have rules. For instance, 
children explain that 'walking feet' means they do not run inside the nursery, but 
they can run outside. Children explain the reason is because they may fall over 
and hurt themselves.

n Staff are familiar with risks associated to online devices and talk to children 
about stranger danger. They are yet to fully embed strategies to help children 
have a secure understanding of e-safety. 

n Parents speak highly of the nursery. They comment on the positive relationships 
their children have with staff. Parents highlight how well key carers support their 
children to make progress in their learning and development. There is a common 
theme that the staff help to build children's confidence.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders ensure that staff receive training to keep their awareness of child 
protection issues up to date. Staff have a good knowledge of recognising signs of 
abuse, and are aware of wider safeguarding concerns. They know who to contact 
to make a referral in line with local procedures. Staff record children's hours of 
attendance. This is monitored and any non-attendance is followed up to ensure 
children's safety and well-being are maintained. Staff carry out daily risk 
assessments. They check that children are not exposed to unnecessary hazards. 
Leaders have a good understanding of safer recruitment processes. This helps to 
ensure that only suitable individuals work with children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to utilise opportunities to challenge children further in their learning 
to extend thinking skills to the highest level
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n plan more extensive opportunities for children to learn about e-safety to extend 
their knowledge further in how they can keep themselves safe.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2511203

Local authority West Sussex

Inspection number 10191569

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 5

Total number of places 67

Number of children on roll 77

Name of registered person Little Harriers Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP535219

Telephone number 01243 786541

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Little Harriers Day Nurseries Lavant registered in 2018. It is located in Lavant, West 
Sussex, and follows the Montessori method of teaching. The nursery is open 
Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm all year round. The nursery employs 21 
members of staff. Of these, one staff member holds early years professional status 
and 13 staff hold early years qualifications at level 2 and 3. The setting receives 
funding to provide free early years education for children aged two, three and four 
years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sherrie Nyss
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The inspector went on a learning walk with the manager to establish the 
priorities for the curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities indoors and 
outdoors and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with staff and children at suitable times throughout the 
inspection.

n A joint observation was completed and discussed with the manager.
n The inspector tracked children to establish what it is like for a child at the 

setting.
n The inspector held a discussion with the manager in relation to the leadership 

and management of the nursery.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, such as evidence of policies, 

recruitment processes and staff qualifications.
n The inspector invited parents to share their views. The inspector took account of 

all feedback received. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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