
Inspection of St Francis Pre-School
Coronation Road, South Ascot, Ascot, Berkshire SL5 9HG

Inspection date: 24 January 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and settled. Those new to the setting receive lots of attention 
and support to help them feel safe and welcome. They quickly become familiar 
with routines and begin to join in and enjoy the activities on offer. Children who 
have attended for longer arrive full of smiles. They greet staff enthusiastically and 
begin happily playing with their friends.

Children find the resources interesting and stimulating. This has a positive impact 
on their behaviour. They become absorbed in their play and are considerate and 
polite to each other. Children receive lots of praise and encouragement from staff 
and gentle and effective support when needed. For example, staff help children 
understand how to roll balls safely indoors.

Children benefit from a curriculum that is, overall, planned well to meet their 
learning needs. There has been an especially strong emphasis children's personal, 
social and emotional development in response to the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Children enjoy their interactions with staff, who join in children's play 
and help them to make friends, play cooperatively and develop their independence. 
All children, including those who speak English as an additional language, receive 
effective support to make good progress with their speaking and listening skills.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager has led staff very effectively in a programme of improvements 
since the last inspection. Staff now feel more confident to support children's 
learning. Parents use words such as 'transformative' to describe the changes 
they have seen.

n Staff work closely with parents to establish if children need extra help to make 
the progress of which they are capable. Staff quickly seek support from other 
professionals and adapt their own teaching to meet each child's needs. This 
helps to close any emerging gaps in learning.

n Staff understand the importance of children developing a wide vocabulary and 
the confidence to express their thoughts. They regularly join in with children's 
play. Staff make good use of these times to encourage children to talk about 
what they are doing, their interests and their home life. Children respond 
enthusiastically to the interest staff show in their lives and opinions. They are 
developing well into confident talkers and effective listeners. 

n Children show a love of books. They look forward to times when they come 
together to listen to stories. All staff join children for story times, prioritising this 
over other tasks. This helps to ensure that there are no distractions and children 
can listen and focus well. Children remember the stories they have heard. This 
was illustrated when they re-enacted stories in their play, repeating refrains 
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from the book and discussing the plot with friends. 
n Staff plan activities to support literacy development. However, they do not 

always focus closely enough on the skills that will be of most benefit to children 
of pre-school age. Staff do not always ensure children receive accurate 
information. For example, they choose to teach about letters and the sounds 
they represent, but do not always correctly pronounce these sounds.

n Children are eager to learn. They enjoy learning alongside staff and are equally 
happy practising their new skills alone or with other children. For example, 
children enjoy it when staff join them in the 'home corner' to make pretend food 
and drink. They also enjoy working with friends outside to make pretend meals 
with available resources.

n Staff encourage children to play energetically in order to develop their good 
health and coordination. Children enjoy using wheeled toys and climbing 
equipment. This has a positive impact on their appreciation of the benefits of 
following a healthy and active lifestyle.

n Staff build strong bonds with their key children. For example, children look to 
their key person for reassurance if feeling a little unsettled. The manager has 
put in place effective measures to ensure that if key person arrangements need 
to change, children's needs will continue to be met well.

n Children are safe. Staff supervise them closely, including when using technology. 
However, staff have not yet incorporated teaching about the safe use of 
technology into the curriculum, to further children's understanding of personal 
safety.

n The manager, supported by the chair of the committee, has created a happy 
workplace. Staff speak very positively about their experience of working at the 
pre-school.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager ensures all staff receive regular training so they can identify the signs 
that a child may be at risk of harm or neglect. Staff understand their responsibility 
to keep children safe. They know how to report any concerns, including how to 
escalate concerns beyond the pre-school if necessary. Staff have a secure 
understanding of wider safeguarding issues, such as signs that a child may be 
exposed to extreme or radical views. Staff supervise children closely and ensure 
the premises are safe and secure. The manager takes robust and effective steps to 
ensure any staff she employs to work with children are suitable to do so.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to develop further a broad literacy curriculum so they can focus 
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confidently on the skills and knowledge that will best support children with later 
reading and writing

n develop children's understanding of how to use technology purposefully and 
safely.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 108433

Local authority Windsor and Maidenhead

Inspection number 10132004

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 21

Name of registered person St Francis Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP522388

Telephone number 01344 291140

Date of previous inspection 14 November 2019

Information about this early years setting

St Francis Pre-School registered in 2008 and is set in the grounds of St Francis 
School, in South Ascot, Berkshire. The provider receives funding for the provision 
of free early education to children aged three and four years. The pre-school opens 
five days a week from 9am to 3pm, during term time only. There are five members 
of staff. The manager and three other members of staff hold relevant qualifications 
at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sarah Holley
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together and 
discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector and the manager carried out a joint observation and evaluated 
what they observed.

n Children and parents shared their views and the inspector took these into 
account.

n The inspector held meetings with the manager and the nominated individual, 
and looked at relevant documentation.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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