
Inspection of Little Learners In the 
Park
Durnsford Recreation Ground, Wellington Road, LONDON SW19 8EY

Inspection date: 21 January 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children play happily and enthusiastically in this warm and welcoming environment. 
They choose from an extensive range of activities that capture their interest and 
help them to make good progress in their learning. For instance, children enjoy 
imaginative storytelling sessions, digging and exploring in sand and investigating 
bugs in the mud kitchen. They also delight in exploring polar animals through 
books, role play and sensory trays. 

When new children first start, staff are extremely kind, give them lots of 
reassurance and high levels of attention. This helps them to settle well. Children 
show a good sense of belonging and high levels of emotional well-being because 
staff are attentive and attuned to their individual needs. Children respond well to 
staff's high expectations for their behaviour and learning. Children receive clear 
messages about kindness and expected behaviour from the experienced team, who 
are positive role models. As a result, children feel safe and secure and behave in a 
considerate manner. Children who speak English as an additional language have 
good levels of support. For instance, they take part in small language focused 
groups with props and visual aids to introduce new vocabulary and support their 
understanding.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff are knowledgeable about how children learn. They plan an exciting and 
varied educational programme and sequence the curriculum effectively. Staff 
regularly assess children's development and plan appropriate activities to close 
any gaps in their learning. As a result, children are flourishing and making good 
progress. 

n Children are curious and motivated learners. This is apparent when they create 
imaginary games together with torches and an igloo. They laugh and giggle as 
they hide and show a real sense of fun and enjoyment as they play. 

n Children have good opportunities to develop their mathematical skills. They 
frequently count and use mathematical language. For instance, children explore 
dice and count and classify teddy bears. They solve problems and make height 
comparisons when exploring construction toys.

n Staff teach children about diversity and about others' lives that are different to 
their own. Children's home cultures and backgrounds are celebrated, for 
example, they learn about Chinese New Year and try different foods from 
around the world. 

n Children have good support to lead healthy lifestyles. They eat nutritious snacks 
and have frequent opportunities during the day to be active and develop their 
physical skills. This is evident when children play on ride-on toys outdoors and 
have plenty of space to run and play in. 
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n Staff place high priority on nurturing children's personal development and self-
esteem. They form respectful relationships with children and frequently 
acknowledge their efforts. Children are thriving and behave extremely well. 

n Staff have good awareness of the impact that the COVID-19 pandemic has had 
on children in their care. They plan lots of activities to promote children's social 
development. For example, they plan games that encourage children to share 
and cooperate when playing together. 

n Parents express high levels of satisfaction with the provision. They say staff are 
kind and caring and know their children well. They value the daily 
communication they receive and feel their children are making good progress. 

n The quality of teaching is consistently good. However, on some occasions, some 
staff do not make the most of spontaneous conversation during activities to 
skilfully question children to help them to expand their knowledge and learning.

n Staff express that they have good levels of well-being and enjoyment in their 
work. They are committed to training and updating their knowledge and skills. 
Although staff meet regularly to discuss children's interests and next steps, 
leaders do not focus sharply on regular staff supervision to enhance individual 
development and practice even further. 

n Leaders and staff have worked hard to make improvements since their last 
inspection. For instance, they have been working closely with their early years 
advisor in the local borough and have made positive changes to how they induct 
new staff and meet the individual needs of children. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders follow effective recruitment and vetting procedures to ensure staff working 
with children are suitable for their roles. Staff understand their responsibilities to 
keep children safe. They attend frequent child protection training and are 
knowledgeable about potential safeguarding concerns. Staff recognise possible 
signs that may indicate a child is at risk of harm. Furthermore, they show 
awareness of wider safeguarding issues, such as the 'Prevent' duty, children and 
families becoming at risk of radicalisation and extreme views. Staff take 
appropriate steps to ensure that the nursery is safe and secure. For instance, they 
regularly risk assess the classrooms and outdoor spaces to minimise hazards and to 
maintain children's safety.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen staff teaching during spontaneous play and conversations with 
children to increase and expand children's knowledge and understanding even 
further
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n enhance staff supervision to deliver regular and highly focused support to 
strengthen the quality of teaching to an even higher level.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 138209

Local authority Merton 

Inspection number 10107239

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 36

Name of registered person Little Learners Two

Registered person unique 
reference number RP906856

Telephone number 07749 899976

Date of previous inspection 24 April 2019

Information about this early years setting

Little Learners In the Park registered in 2000. The setting is located in the London 
Borough of Merton. The nursery is open Monday to Friday, between 9am and 3pm, 
during term time only. The setting employs seven staff. They hold appropriate 
childcare qualifications at level 4 or level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Amy McKenzie

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector observed the quality of care and teaching and assessed the impact 
this has on children's learning and development. 

n The inspector held discussions with the manager and other members of staff to 
discuss all aspects of the provision. 

n A range of documentation was viewed by the inspector, such as staff suitability 
information and training certificates.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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