
Inspection of Making Friends Day 
Nursery
68 Doncaster Road, Bawtry, Doncaster DN10 6NU

Inspection date: 18 January 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are supported to feel safe, settled and secure by the caring staff team. 
Following the COVID-19 pandemic, parents are no longer allowed to enter the 
setting. Hand overs are completed at the entrance and parents confirm that staff 
keep them well informed about how their children have been. Staff have noted an 
impact on children's personal, social and emotional development since COVID-19. 
Young children sometimes feel unsettled when they start at the nursery. This is 
because they are not used to socialising with other children and adults outside of 
their immediate family. Staff provide lots of comfort when children become upset, 
offering cuddles and reassurance. This helps children to begin to feel emotionally 
secure and to develop close bonds with staff.

Children benefit from planned daily opportunities for outside play, which supports 
their all-round development. Staff take small groups of babies outside throughout 
the day to ensure every baby has an opportunity to play outside in the fresh air. 
Older toddlers develop their physical skills as they enjoy learning how to safely 
negotiate obstacle courses. Books are accessible to all age groups of children and 
staff regularly read to individual and groups of children. Babies enjoy sitting with 
their key person and listening to a story. As children get older, staff read a specific 
book throughout the month to them. This helps children to develop their listening 
and communication skills as they learn to recall familiar parts of the story.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Management have a clear overview of the provision and plans are in place to 
support continuous improvement. Several staff have recently been promoted to 
senior positions, with the manager closely supporting them in these new roles. 
Staff performance is regularly monitored, and training provided. This helps staff 
to maintain good stands of care and learning. 

n Staff continually review children's progress, which enables them to quickly 
identify any child who is at risk of falling behind in their development. Outside 
agency support is obtained for children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities. This all positively contributes to narrowing potential gaps in 
children's achievements. 

n The manager has a very clear overview of what she wants children to learn over 
time. Each learning outcome is carefully broken down into the steps children will 
need to take to achieve the end goal. This is shared with staff, so that they can 
help children to continue to build on their knowledge and skills. 

n Overall, children's communication and language is promoted well. Staff 
encourage babies to repeat simple words and sounds associated with a linked 
toy. Staff are skilled at chatting to children as they play, narrating what is going 
on and asking questions. However, sometimes more confident children begin to 
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lead these discussions as they are more vocal in answering the questions asked. 
This leaves less confident children and those with minimal language, listening 
but not being actively encouraged to extend their speaking skills. 

n During a baking activity, pre-school children identify the ingredients they need to 
make 'buns'. They learn to weigh the ingredients out and predict what will 
happen as they mix the ingredients together. Children recall prior learning as 
they explain once the 'buns' are cooked they will rise and get a lot bigger.

n Children are encouraged to learn good hygiene practices from a young age. 
Babies are supported to try and wipe their own hands and faces with a cloth. 
Toddlers and children over the age of two learn to wash their hands at the sink. 
Two-year-olds are encouraged to access tissues independently and they are 
supported to learn how to wipe their own nose. Children benefit from healthy 
meals and are provided with drinks of water or milk only. Staff talk to children 
about the benefits of healthy eating. However, they do not plan further 
opportunities to extend children's understanding of good oral health.   

n Two-year-olds enjoy playing with the play dough. They use their hands to pull, 
push, prod and squish the play dough into different shapes. Staff understand 
how this supports children to develop the muscles, control and movements of 
their hands, which are important skills for early writing and drawing. 

n Staff support babies to develop their physical skills and independence as they 
learn to feed themselves. As children get older, staff support them to move from 
a lidded cup to an open-topped cup. They also support them to more skilfully 
use utensils to cut up their own food. From the age of two, children are 
supported to try and pour their own drinks. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Children are supervised well, and clear safety procedures are followed to ensure 
children always remain accounted for. Robust recruitment procedures are in place, 
and staff confirm their ongoing suitability daily. This helps to ensure children are 
continually cared for by suitable staff. The manager and staff fully understand their 
safeguarding responsibilities. They have a clear understanding of a wide range of 
possible indicators of abuse. Staff know the procedures to follow if they have any 
concerns about a child or adult. The manager completes regular safeguarding 
quizzes to ensure staff's safeguarding knowledge remains current. Most staff hold 
first-aid certificates. For any children with allergies or medical conditions, health 
care plans are completed and known by all staff. This ensures children's well-being 
is maintained. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n support staff to consistently encourage quieter children and those with less 
language to increase their vocabulary

n support staff to extend children's knowledge of oral health.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2593087

Local authority Doncaster 

Inspection number 10215838

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 47

Number of children on roll 81

Name of registered person Making Friends Partnership

Registered person unique 
reference number RP533490

Telephone number 07885219429

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Making Friends Day Nursery registered in 2020. The nursery opens from 7.30am to 
6pm Monday to Friday all year round except bank holidays and a week between 
Christmas and New year. The nursery employs 12 childcare staff, of these nine 
hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or above. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Melanie Arnold
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children spoke to/communicated with the inspector during the inspection. 
n Staff spoke with the inspector during the inspection. 
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a planned activity with the 

deputy manager. 
n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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