
Inspection of Backworth Childcare
Backworth Village Hall, Church Road, Newcastle Upon Tyne NE27 0JE

Inspection date: 17 January 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children receive a warm, nurturing, and friendly welcome when they arrive. They 
respond positively to staff and learn in a fun and safe place. Children are happy 
and settled and are eager to join in with activities. For example, they explore the 
different textures in coloured shaving foam and make fire engines using boxes, 
tape and paint. Effective settling-in procedures mean that new children settle in 
quickly. As children get older, they show high levels of confidence in social 
situations. For example, they are happy to talk to the inspector.

Children have secure attachments with key persons and other members of staff. 
Children behave well as staff are good role models. They learn to follow 
instructions and show that they understand what is being said to them. Children 
learn to be independent. When getting ready to go outside, they are encouraged to 
put on their own coats and shoes. Their efforts are often praised by staff, and 
children develop a sense of well-being. Children respond well to regular routines, 
such as tidy-up time. They help to put the resources away. The provider recognises 
the impact of COVID-19 on her team and places a high importance on staff and 
children's well-being.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider has a clear vision for the nursery. She shows a reflective approach 
and can show clear intentions for the future. For example, there are plans to 
improve the outdoor area. 

n The leadership team and staff know the children well. They have a clear 
understanding of their starting points and individual needs. This information is 
used to plan a well-balanced curriculum that helps children, including those with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities, to make good progress in their 
learning. Staff share information effectively with professionals and other settings 
that children attend, to plan and achieve common goals in children's learning 
and development.

n The staff complete regular assessments of children's learning to check children's 
achievements. This helps them to find if there are any delays or gaps in 
children's development that they can address.

n Overall, activities and experiences planned for the children take account of their 
individual needs and interests. Children are welcomed into a well-organised 
environment. Resources are accessible for children to make their own choices 
about what they would like to do. However, during some planned activities, staff 
do not give enough consideration to the resources that they provide and 
whether these will help children to achieve successfully. For example, staff plan 
for children to learn how to cut fruit up with a knife, to develop their fine motor 
skills. However, the knives are blunt, and children struggle to cut up apples. 

Inspection report: Backworth Childcare
17 January 2022 2



Staff do not discuss with children how to use the knives safely.  
n Staff's teaching does not always encourage children to think and work things out 

for themselves. For example, staff are quick to jump in and do things for 
children, rather than encouraging them to work out how to do it for themselves. 

n Parents are positive about the setting and fully appreciate the efforts of staff to 
support their children and family. They feel that they know what their children 
do while they are there. Although parents do not enter the pre-school during the 
pandemic, staff discuss their children with them as they drop off and collect 
them. Parents have also recently attended a parents' evening. Staff share ideas 
with parents so that they can continue their children's learning and development 
at home. 

n Staff develop children's interest and love of books. They read stories often to 
children throughout the day. For example, children listen to a story about being 
brave, they learn what it means. Staff pause during their reading to give children 
the opportunity to remember well-known phrases in the story and to talk about 
the pictures. This forms the very early stages of children learning to read.   

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The provider and staff complete regular safeguarding training. This helps them to 
understand their responsibilities. Staff know how to report concerns about a child's 
welfare or any inappropriate actions of adults working with children. They are 
aware of other safeguarding concerns, such as the 'Prevent' duty. Staff carry out 
effective risk assessments to keep children safe. The provider has robust 
recruitment procedures in place and inducts new staff to the setting. This helps 
them to understand their role and responsibilities. The provider maintains regular 
supervision of staff and monitors their practice. She discusses with them ways that 
can help them to improve their practice.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide more opportunities for children to extend their thinking skills so they can 
work things out for themselves

n strengthen staff's understanding of how to provide the right resources to 
successfully challenge children in their learning and development 

n ensure that children learn how to use all equipment safely, such as knives when 
they help to prepare food. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2591885

Local authority North Tyneside

Inspection number 10217407

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 33

Name of registered person Cao, Ming

Registered person unique 
reference number 2591884

Telephone number 07749857358

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Backworth Childcare registered in 2020 and is based in Backworth, Newcastle Upon 
Tyne. The nursery employs six members of childcare staff. Of these, three hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or above, including one with early 
years professional status and qualified teacher status. The nursery opens from 
Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 5.30pm. The 
nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lynne Pope
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
setting and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The provider and the inspector completed a learning walk together and the 
inspector spoke to staff and children during the inspection.  

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The provider and the inspector completed a joint observation together and 
discussed the quality of practice that they both observed.

n The inspector held a meeting with the provider. She looked at relevant 
documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the nursery.

n The inspector spoke to a number of parents during the inspection and took 
account of their views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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