
Inspection of Ashfield House Day 
Nursery
72 Norman Lane, Eccleshill, Bradford, West Yorkshire BD2 2JZ

Inspection date: 5 January 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children's smiles and laughter are contagious in this vibrant nursery. They enjoy 
their time here immensely and show this through their concentration and positive 
engagement in their play. Babies show advanced levels of independence as they 
pull themselves to standing and reach for objects. They are eager to show the new 
skills they have learned. Babies safely and confidently use their hands and feet to 
climb small indoor foam slides and steps. They show their pride in the achievement 
of their goal with big smiles when they reach the top. Toddlers show incredible 
balance. They stand steadily to kick small balls. They jump up and down on mats 
to make lights appear under their feet. Toddlers match shapes that they hold in 
their hand, such as a hexagon, rectangle and square, to those drawn on paper. 

Staff continually provide challenge to enhance and extend learning. For instance, 
they ask toddlers to count the number of sides that the shapes have. Older children 
make the sound of the first letter from their name. Staff encourage them to have a 
go at writing this letter on an electronic board, and most are successful. Staff have 
high expectations for all children. Children consistently show a positive attitude to 
sharing and cooperating with their friends. Their behaviour is exceptional. Children 
are happy, safe and busy, and show high levels of confidence in social situations.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff provide a curriculum that has an extremely positive impact on helping 
children to progress through the stages of learning. They embrace children's 
interests and provide learning that is highly engaging. Children build on and 
remember what they already know and can do. Their experiences over time are 
planned to ensure that they have the essential skills they need for their move on 
to school. 

n Staff maximise every opportunity to speak with children. At mealtimes, 
conversation jumps from topic to topic. Older children talk about healthy food 
and explain where milk and beef come from. They talk about the cars their 
parents drive, what tunnels are used for and other modes of transport. Older 
children explain how they travelled on an aeroplane to see polar bears. They use 
a rich range of vocabulary and language structures. Older children show respect 
to their friends as they listen when they speak. 

n Toddlers practise new words they have heard in stories. For example, they talk 
about the 'shiny, shimmery fish' as they paint. Toddlers link up to five words 
together. For example, they say 'this dough is very sticky' and 'this picture is for 
grandma' as they take part in creative play. They show exceptional early 
language skills. 

n Staff are highly skilled at encouraging children to use their imagination. For 
example, they say, 'When I woke up this morning, I wanted to be a mermaid.' 
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Children imagine they are superheroes and sea creatures. They pretend to go on 
a boat and when staff ask where they are going, they say to the 'mermaid 
castle'. Children demonstrate their excellent social skills by talking and taking 
account of one another's ideas as they play. 

n Staff identify children with special educational needs and/or disabilities quickly. 
Through sensitive conversations with parents, staff ensure they understand the 
child's needs better. Staff identify simple games, such as peekaboo to 
successfully engage children who struggle to maintain eye contact with them. 
Children smile at staff as they watch their actions. Staff also work extremely 
effectively with other professionals. Children get the support they need to 
achieve the best possible outcomes.

n High-quality care is consistent throughout the nursery. Staff who work with 
babies are very responsive to their individual needs. They offer warm, positive 
interaction and smiles. Babies attending on their first day are very settled. Key 
workers always carry out intimate care routines. Babies benefit from nurturing 
relationships and secure attachments from the start. 

n Parents report exceptional progress in their child's personal, social and emotional 
development just after a few months of attendance at the nursery. They value 
the excellent communication and describe staff and leaders as always having a 
'listening ear'. Parent partnerships are highly effective in enhancing children's 
learning at home and at the nursery.   

n Leadership and management are extremely strong. Staff consistently report high 
levels of support for their well-being. There is effective engagement with staff 
through supervisions and focused actions for professional development. There 
are strong shared values between leaders and staff. This is evident through the 
quality of practice and assessment, which ensures that children receive the 
highest quality of education. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff have a robust understanding of the possible signs and 
symptoms of abuse. They have effective knowledge of a wide range of 
safeguarding concerns, including female genital mutilation and radicalisation. 
Managers and staff know how to act swiftly to report any concerns and allegations 
about adults who may be a risk to children. They regularly attend training and 
complete courses online to make sure their knowledge is up to date. Furthermore, 
there are excellent procedures for the safe storage of staff mobile phones, and 
these are placed in the office on arrival to the nursery. 

Inspection report: Ashfield House Day Nursery
5 January 2022 3



Setting details
Unique reference number 2550378

Local authority Bradford

Inspection number 10214126

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 1 to 4

Total number of places 78

Number of children on roll 114

Name of registered person Izzard Day Nurseries LLP

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902456

Telephone number 01274 643431

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Ashfield House Day Nursery registered in 2019. The nursery employs 26 members 
of childcare staff, 14 of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 
and above, including nine at level 6 and three who are unqualified. The nursery 
opens Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The 
nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jane Tucker
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector held several discussions with the management team and staff. 
They looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff 
working on the premises. 

n A learning walk was completed with the inspector and the manager, and they 
discussed the early years provision and the aims of the curriculum.

n The inspector and staff discussed how the curriculum had been implemented 
and the impact this has had on children's learning.

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection. 
n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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