Inspection of West Park Kindergarten
West Park Kindergarden, West Park Road, SOUTH SHIELDS, Tyne and Wear NE33
4LB

Inspection date:

5 January 2022

Overall effectiveness

Outstanding

The quality of education

Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes

Outstanding

Personal development

Outstanding

Leadership and management

Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Good

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding
Children engage exceptionally well throughout all aspects of the nursery day. They
demonstrate high levels of creativity and imagination as they play. For instance,
they work collaboratively on challenging tasks and demonstrate perseverance as
they jointly arrive at solutions to problems they encounter. They create pretend
volcanos during sand play. Staff's precise observations of children's learning means
that they can accurately help to extend children's learning further. For example,
small groups are supported to use large electronic devices and watch recordings of
active volcanos. Staff introduce an extensive range of vocabulary to children. This
includes words such as 'magma' and 'molten lava'. Children show enthusiasm as
they learn about how volcanos are formed. Staff expertly continue children's
learning through inviting children to conduct their own pretend volcanic
experiments using sweets and fizzy drinks.
Children benefit from a highly ambitious curriculum. They develop exceptional rates
of independence. Staff liaise closely with the local schools where children attend.
They work together on key skills children need to learn. Staff use dinner trays and
encourage children to start to serve themselves during mealtimes. Children are
encouraged to recall their previous learning. They join in with extensive
conversations and talk about what they can see others playing with.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?
n Children use measuring tapes and sticky tape to fix cardboard boxes together.
They demonstrate high levels of self-esteem as they proudly show off the
pretend robot they have created. Staff support children to create chutes and
help to 'feed' their robot. They talk to children about different food groups,
including healthy and unhealthy foods. Children show an understanding of how
their bodies work and talk about how too much sugary food can be bad for their
teeth.
n Young children show fascination and wonder as they use their whole bodies to
move like dinosaurs. Staff inspire excitement as they take children on imaginary
adventures and step over the different textured pretend dinosaur footprints. This
helps to extend children's physical skills.
n Children, particularly those with special educational needs and/or disabilities,
thrive in all aspects of their development. Staff liaise very closely with parents
and other professionals to focus on specific areas of development. Leaders use
additional funding to target specific areas of development for children and to
help them to prepare for their eventual move to school.
n Partnership working with parents is a real strength of the setting. Parents are
involved in all aspects of their children's learning. They comment about the
impact for them and their families with the changes imposed by the COVID-19
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pandemic. They offer their compliments to leaders and staff regarding how they
managed this. This included providing home learning packs, regular 'keep in
touch' sessions and devising a smooth transition on the return to the setting.
n Leaders carefully evaluate assessments of children's learning to identify what it
is that they want children to learn. Leaders and staff focus on promoting rich
language development for children. This is evident through young children's
ability to understand and pronounce complex words, including dinosaur names
such as 'brachiosaurus'. In addition, young babies show fascination as they join
in with stories and action rhymes. The nurturing staff use hand puppets and
smile as they sing. Babies make sounds of the different animals they can see.
n Leaders complete practice observations and extensive supervision sessions for
staff. They empower staff to undertake additional responsibilities and continue
to support their development of skills and knowledge. Staff compliment leaders
on the support and motivation they offer.
n Children's behaviour is impeccable. They spend their time at nursery deeply
engaged in their learning. Children demonstrate high levels of respect for each
other. They understand the rules and boundaries in place and why these are
needed to keep themselves safe. For example, children join in with risk
assessments. They help to identify sheets of ice that have formed in the nursery
garden and how to make it safe.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Leaders and staff demonstrate an excellent understanding of safeguarding
practices. Staff talk to the children about ways to keep themselves safe. For
instance, children, as young as babies and toddlers, are asked their consent before
changing their nappies and taking them to the bathroom to get changed. Leaders
and staff understand the importance of acting swiftly in the event of any concerns
about the welfare of a child. Staff receive extensive safeguarding training and know
what to do in the event of a concern about a child. They complete research and
work closely with external agencies to help ensure children's safety and well-being
remains paramount.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY305369

Local authority

South Tyneside

Inspection number

10217819

Type of provision

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type

Full day care

Age range of children at time of
inspection

0 to 9

Total number of places

78

Number of children on roll

135

Name of registered person

Eamonn Patrick Gribben and Susan Julie
Gribben Partnership

Registered person unique
reference number

RP905868

Telephone number

0191 4543223

Date of previous inspection

20 December 2016

Information about this early years setting
West Park Kindergarten registered in 2005. The nursery employs 16 members of
childcare staff. Of these, 14 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or
above, including one with early years teacher status. The nursery opens Monday to
Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. Wraparound and outof-school care are also available each weekday from 7am until 9am, and 3pm until
6pm, during term time. A holiday club is available from 7am until 6pm, in the
school holidays. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and
four-year-old children. It supports children who have special educational needs
and/or disabilities and those who speak English as an additional language.

Information about this inspection
Inspector
Emma Allison
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Inspection activities
n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.
n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn.
n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2022
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