
Inspection of Aintree Day Nursery & 
Kids Club Ltd
Aintree Day Nursery, 2 Solar Road, LIVERPOOL L9 9AS

Inspection date: 10 January 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and settled. They enjoy attending this clean, welcoming and 
homely nursery. Staff know all children very well and it is clear that children's 
experiences are at the forefront of everything that staff do. Children play in a safe, 
clean and stimulating environment. They very much enjoy exploring and 
investigating the activities and toys on offer at the nursery. Younger children make 
marks in shaving foam with their fingers. Older children squeeze dough and roll it 
to make snakes. This helps them to develop their hand muscles in preparation for 
writing.

Staff found that, as a result of the pandemic, some children needed extra help to 
develop their social skills. Children watch and learn from staff who model how to 
negotiate with each other during play and how to share and take turns. This shows 
quieter children how they can join in play with others. Three- and four-year-old 
children form firm friendships.

Staff have high expectations of children and provide a challenging curriculum based 
on what they know about children's progress and their interests. This helps to 
ensure that all children make good progress in preparation for school and life in 
modern Britain. Children are very well behaved and receive an abundance of praise 
for resolving their own conflict when it arises. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff understand how each child prefers to learn and what the children's special 
interests are. Staff use this knowledge to provide opportunities for children to 
develop their skills and understanding of the world around them. For example, 
staff talk to children about 'fast' and 'slow'. They help children to notice how a 
truck moves differently on different surfaces.

n Children as young as one year of age, sit quietly and are fascinated as they look 
at books and turn the pages. They listen intently as staff tell familiar stories and 
point with glee as they recognise their favourite characters. Older children 
predict what will happen next in their favourite, familiar stories and assume the 
role of characters with confidence.

n Children demonstrate the key skills of effective learners; they share their 
thinking and make links to previous learning as they play. For example, while 
playing with play dough, children help the inspector to solve the problem of 
dough sticking in the cutter. They skilfully explain, relating to their prior 
experience, the steps she should take to free the dough. This demonstrates that 
children are learning and remembering more. 

n Overall, staff support children's emerging communication skills well. They 
introduce new vocabulary as children play. For example, babies repeat new 
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words such as 'tiger' and 'elephant' as they play with toy animals. Staff 
encourage children to discuss their ideas and share their thoughts. They ask 
questions to extend their learning. However, on occasion, some staff do not give 
children enough time to think and respond in order to share their knowledge and 
understanding.

n The manager and deputy are dedicated leaders. They involve staff, parents and 
children in their ongoing reflection and when planning future improvements to 
the nursery. The manager works with staff, observing them as they work with 
children. She meets with staff to discuss their role, agree professional 
development targets and to plan future training. However, targets set for staff 
do not always fully support them in raising the quality of their teaching to the 
highest level.

n Parents speak highly of the nursery and the steps that the managers and staff 
have taken during the pandemic to help to ensure their child's safety and well-
being. They value the innovative ways staff have found to keep in touch with 
families during the pandemic. For example, the introduction of a variety of 
electronic means of communication and the provision of outdoor family events, 
such as 'The Winter Wonderland'. Parents state that staff at the nursery feel like 
'part of the family'. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good understanding of their roles and responsibilities to safeguard 
children. They regularly renew their child protection training to ensure that they 
have a clear understanding of the signs and symptoms which may indicate that a 
child is at risk of harm or abuse. Staff know where to find contact details for the 
local safeguarding board and who to contact in the event of an allegation against a 
colleague or the manager. Robust recruitment and vetting procedures are in place 
to ensure that all staff are suitable to work with children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n build on staff's questioning techniques to enable children to have more time to 
think, respond and demonstrate what they know and understand

n strengthen the existing arrangements for staff supervision and provide more 
targeted and precise support to each member of staff, to help them to enhance 
their teaching skills to the highest level.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY487320

Local authority Liverpool

Inspection number 10213975

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 58

Number of children on roll 38

Name of registered person Aintree Day Nursery & Kids Club Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP534442

Telephone number 01515214227

Date of previous inspection 19 July 2017

Information about this early years setting

Aintree Day Nursery & Kids Club Ltd registered in 2015. The nursery opens from 
Monday to Friday all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am to 6pm. The nursery 
employs 11 members of childcare staff. Of these, 10 hold appropriate early years 
qualifications from level 2 to level 5 and one holds qualified teacher status. The 
nursery receives funding to provide free early education for three- and four-year-
old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Denise Farrington
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector spoke with staff and children at appropriate times throughout the 
inspection. 

n A learning walk was completed with the manager to discuss the curriculum 
intent and how the provision is organised.

n The inspector completed a joint evaluation of an activity with the manager. 
n The inspector held a meeting with the manager and deputy manager. She 

reviewed a variety of documents, including evidence of the suitability of staff, 
qualifications, first-aid certificates and policies. 

n The inspector observed interactions between staff and children during activities 
and assessed the impact of teaching on children's learning.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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