
Inspection of The Roundabout Club 
(Goosehill) Ltd
Morpeth First School, Loansdean, Morpeth, Northumberland NE61 2AP

Inspection date: 14 January 2022

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are very happy in the club. They greet staff enthusiastically at the end of 
their school day. Parents report that their children are always delighted to attend. 
They feel that it caters for the different interests of children very well. Parents 
appreciate the strong links that the club has with the school. They say that it feels 
like an extension of school, particularly since some staff also work in both settings. 
Children have very strong relationships with staff and other children. They treat 
each other with respect as they play together. They explain the rules of the game 
they are playing when their friends join in. They take turns and share toys. There 
are good procedures to settle children into the club. Staff offer children settling-in 
sessions at the holiday provision prior to children starting. For younger children, 
this helps them to develop confidence in the club prior to starting school. 

Children are safe in the club. Staff supervise children well and have thought 
carefully about their safety. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, staff have 
reintroduced year group bubbles into the club to keep children safe. All resources 
are easily cleaned. This helps to reduce the spread of infection. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children focus on activities incredibly well. Staff use effective strategies to help 
children remain engaged and make the most of their time in the setting. This is 
evident when staff talk to children about what they are going to do next. Staff 
help children to recognise that an activity is finished. For example, they check in 
with children and remind them to tidy up, praising them when they complete 
this. This helps children to remain engaged, even when they move to different 
activities.

n The club has very strong relationships with the on-site school. They 
communicate well about how they can support children effectively. They share 
information about strategies they are using to help children to settle and 
manage their feelings and emotions. This helps children to remain calm and 
settled in the club.

n Children behave well. Staff place a high priority on helping younger children to 
share their resources with their friends and take turns. During the inspection, 
staff talk to children about 'whose turn it is next', as they play with the train 
track and train. When new children join the play, staff establish the order of play 
with the group, so that children understand when it is their turn. Children 
continue to use this strategy, even when staff move off to support children's 
play elsewhere.

n There is a large outdoor area, where children can access a range of resources, 
such as rackets and balls. Parents appreciate the fact that children access the 
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outdoor area after school to run off any energy and be active outside. However, 
at present, children do not access the outdoor area during darker winter 
months.

n Staff support younger children's communication and language effectively, 
overall. For example, staff listen to children. They comment on what children are 
doing and this encourages children to communicate more freely. This was 
evident when staff played a game alongside children. They talked about a 
monster on a game piece having funny teeth. This prompted children to talk 
about how they lost a tooth of their own and the tooth fairy came. 

n The manager has changed some aspects of leadership and management as a 
result of the pandemic. For example, supervision of staff is now more informal 
because the liaison officer from the committee cannot come into the club. That 
said, the manager's monitoring of staff practice is not sufficiently thorough. 
There are minor inconsistencies in practice that the manager has not yet 
identified. For example, she has not identified that staff, sometimes, miss 
opportunities to help younger, more confident children to listen to others.

n The manager has plans for how she wants to improve the club. She gathers 
feedback from staff to support this. The manager identifies that they now need 
to gather more formal feedback from parents to strengthen their evaluations 
even further.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager has a very secure knowledge of safeguarding and child protection. 
She describes her role and responsibility to keep children safe. She explains the 
procedures to follow if she is concerned about a child in their care or an adult 
working with them. Staff are equally aware of the signs of possible abuse, including 
any concerns associated with female genital mutilation or radicalisation. Staff 
access a wide range of training to keep their knowledge up to date. Robust 
recruitment procedures ensure that all staff are suitable to work with children. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2555131

Local authority Northumberland

Inspection number 10215801

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 9

Total number of places 48

Number of children on roll 85

Name of registered person The Roundabout Club (Goosehill) Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP518719

Telephone number 01670 512062

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Roundabout Club (Goosehill) Ltd registered in 2019. The club employs 11 
members of childcare staff. Of these, six hold appropriate early years qualifications 
at level 3. The club opens 7.35am to 9am and 3pm to 5.50pm during school term 
time. The club is open from 8am to 5.50pm during some weeks of the school 
holidays.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Elizabeth Fish
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
setting and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The manager showed the inspector around the club and explained how the 
session is organised.

n Parents spoke to the inspector to share their views on the club.
n The inspector observed children playing and spoke to them at appropriate times 

during the session.
n The inspector carried out an observation with the manager.
n The manager and deputy met with the inspector to explain how they manage 

the club. They showed the inspector a range of documents, including those 
relating to the suitability of staff.

n The inspector spoke to staff at appropriate times during the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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