
Inspection of Hummingbird Day 
Nursery
St. Benet Catholic Church, 31 Abbey Grove, London, Kent SE2 9EU

Inspection date: 19 November 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happy and quickly become engaged in their play right from the 
start. For example, during self-registration, older children find and write their 
name. Young children are eager to participate making marks and identifying letters 
from their name. This builds on their literacy skills.

Staff have high expectations of all children. They give children a rich range of age-
appropriate experiences which help them to understand the community beyond 
their own. For instance, children make flags for a local theatre show. They delight 
in attending the event and proudly show their parents their artwork. Staff skilfully 
teach children about diversity. For example, they discuss their uniqueness and 
wear coloured clothes to celebrate the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
community. Parents speak highly of the nursery. They appreciate the detailed daily 
updates. Children share and regulate their behaviour well.

Staff support children's speech and language development. For instance, babies 
babble as young children enthusiastically choose toys from the basket so that staff 
will lead songs with them, such as 'Incy Wincy Spider'. Throughout the day, staff 
ask meaningful questions and provide time for children to share their thoughts and 
ideas. For example, children discuss the smell and texture of different plants and 
ingredients. Older children suggest the ingredients smell like 'mint' and 'pineapple'. 
This contributes to extending children's vocabulary. However, during some play 
activities, opportunities are missed to support children who speak English as an 
additional language.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children of all ages have plenty of opportunities to explore different materials. 
For instance, they weigh, measure and count out how many scoops of flour and 
oil are needed to make play dough. Older children confidently count from one to 
10. They develop their mathematical skills.

n The manager provides strong leadership for the staff. They regularly reflect on 
their practice and assess the quality of the provision. As a result, they identify 
areas for development to enhance communication and reading opportunities for 
children. For example, they develop the reading and 'chill out' area. Children 
cuddle up under the tepee, where they access puppets, books and recording 
devices to extend their storytelling and language skills.

n Staff use children's home experiences to extend learning. For example, children 
paint their own artwork following a discussion about a child's visit to the 
museum to see the famous painting of sunflowers. They extend their learning by 
planting and growing sunflowers. This helps to broaden children's experiences 
and understanding of the wider world around them.
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n Staff support children to manage their self-care. For example, children use the 
mirror to see their refection when they independently blow their nose. In 
addition, staff skilfully teach children about the importance of good oral hygiene. 
This is evident when children talk about what too much sugar can do to your 
teeth. 

n The staff work closely with professionals and parents to promptly support 
children's specific needs. They use additional funding effectively. For instance, 
children use recording devices which play back their sounds and words. This 
helps to close any gaps in children's learning. However, opportunities are missed 
to further support children who speak English as an additional language.

n Children of all ages have plenty of opportunities to develop their physical skills. 
They climb, balance and explore outside. In addition, they build on their 
knowledge of nature. They grow, pick and eat their own fruit and vegetables. 
This provides children with lots of opportunities to understand life cycles and 
what makes them healthy. 

n Children are highly independent and often complete tasks for themselves. They 
show high levels of care for their friends and their toys. For example, young 
children manage their feelings and challenges when they want to use resources 
which need to be shared. They ask staff for the sand timer so that everyone 
takes turns to use the pushchair. Children manage their feelings well.

n From a young age, children's inquisitive nature is encouraged extremely well 
both inside and outside. For instance, babies and young children scoop sand and 
develop their muscles as they try to blow bubbles. Older children use a range of 
heavy and light tools. They learn how to take risks safely during activities. They 
dig out pumpkins and use pots and pans to mix water, teabags, herbs and 
coffee. Children flourish as they explore and investigate the environment, using 
all their senses. 

n Parents of young children appreciate the support their children receive to help 
them settle quickly. For instance, parents share sleeping methods from home to 
help provide smooth transitions. Parents also appreciate the time and care taken 
to ensure that children's dietary needs are met. This helps to keep children safe. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager follows robust recruitment procedures and provides staff with a 
thorough induction process. This helps to keep children safe. Staff have a good 
knowledge of child protection issues and are clear of their role and responsibilities 
to protect children. The manager and staff know the signs that may indicate a child 
is at risk of harm. They have a good knowledge of wider aspects of safeguarding, 
such as the 'Prevent' duty, and know the reporting procedures to follow. Staff carry 
out risk assessments inside and outside the building to minimise any hazards.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n make the most of all interactions with children who speak English as an 
additional language, to further support their vocabulary and communication 
development.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY559158

Local authority Greenwich

Inspection number 10190406

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 23

Name of registered person Cacciatore, Danielle Gina

Registered person unique 
reference number RP559157

Telephone number 07540404765

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Hummingbird Day Nursery registered in 2018 and is located in the London Borough 
of Greenwich. The nursery employs four members of staff, all of whom hold 
relevant childcare qualifications. The nursery is open from Monday to Friday all 
year round, except for one week at Christmas and one week in April. Sessions are 
from 7.30am to 6.30pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Angela Colman
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery.

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views.

n Children spoke to the inspector at different times during the day to share their 
views and ideas.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and discussed the early 
years curriculum and what they want the children to learn.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector held discussions with manager and staff at various times 

throughout the inspection and reviewed documentation. She observed children 
during activities. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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