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Inspection date: 9 December 2021
Overall effectiveness Outstanding
The quality of education Outstanding
Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding
Personal development Outstanding
Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous

inspection Outstanding
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

Children love spending time in the highly nurturing home-from-home pre-school.
They arrive excited to play and full of enthusiasm for their day. Children feel
completely confident, safe, and secure. They develop high levels of self-esteem
and know that they are cherished by staff, who celebrate each child's uniqueness.

Children benefit from consistently high expectations from staff. For example, staff
encourage them to keep trying when learning to manage their personal needs.
They give precise instructions and children persevere, such as when learning how
to independently put on their coats and zip it up. Younger children remember to
'stand by the hood' and staff gently intervene when children need help. Children
demonstrate excellent independence skills in relation to their age.

Children's literacy skills are supported tremendously well. Children are extremely
focused and excited as they practise their phonic letter sounds. For example, they
rise to challenges with pride, putting together three letter words using the sounds.
They recognise the sounds letters represent, in preparation for reading and writing.

Children develop an excellent understanding of the importance of good health and
physical skills. For example, they excitedly move their bodies in different ways
ways as they dance to a variety of music. They are intrigued as they listen to their
heart beating faster after exercise. Children have independent access to the
magnificent outdoor space. They run, climb, dig and ride trikes and bikes, gleefully
chasing each other and ensuring they do not 'crash' or 'bump' into each other.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

W The passionate, ambitious, and dedicated manager and her team have a strong
and clear vision for the pre-school, and ensure all areas of staff practice are
consistent and of high quality. Staff provide a magnificent and broad curriculum
designed to prepare children for their next stage in learning and, when the time
comes, for school.

W Staff use their very precise and accurate assessments of children's development
and understanding of their interests, to encourage rapid progress. Any delay in
children's development is identified very early and gaps close or close quickly.

B The manager leads her staff team extremely well. Staff say that they feel highly
valued and supported in their role by the manager and other colleagues. The
manager is hands-on and is a fantastic role model for staff, offering them help
and guidance. She regularly completes observations of staff and has regular
meetings to discuss how they can improve their practice. For example, staff
have recently completed training to enable them to further support the already
excellent teaching and learning for children who speak English as a second
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language or have speech and language delay.

Partnerships with parents are very well established and valued. Parents report
how exceptionally well informed they are about their children's learning and
provide very positive comments about their children's experiences at the pre-
school. They say that staff are approachable and always have time for them.
The manager has developed excellent practice to ensure that staff support
children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) effectively. For
example, the manager promptly seeks advice and support from professionals
and the host school. She provides guidance to staff who have very precise
knowledge of children's individual needs. Children with SEND make extremely
good progress from their starting points in a short space of time.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the manager and staff provided parents with
videos to enable them to continue children's learning and development at home.
Parents comment that this was a wonderful idea, where the manager and staff
recorded stories and singing and dancing sessions, which their children truly
loved and asked to do over and over.

All staff have exceptionally high standards for all children's behaviour. Staff deal
with disagreements swiftly, effectively and in an age-appropriate way. Children
show a positive attitude to learning and play together exceptionally well, taking
turns and sharing. Children fully engage with the 'what's in the box?' activity.
They eagerly choose a small box and wait to find out what is inside. They are
totally delighted when they guess right as the staff give them clues.

Staff support children to learn about the wider world, and diversity is reflected
extremely positively throughout the setting. For example, children's home
languages are celebrated as they count in French and Spanish. In addition,
parents cook cultural dishes for the children and staff to share.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The safeguarding policies and procedures are stringent and extremely well
embedded. As a result, staff are highly confident in identifying signs and symptoms
of abuse. They understand what they must do, should they have any concerns
about children's well-being or the conduct of their colleagues. Staff complete
training courses to develop their knowledge of wider safeguarding issues. The
manager regularly checks that staff understand their role in safeguarding through
questioning and ongoing training. Robust recruitment and vetting arrangements
are in place to help ensure that all adults working with children are suitable.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 119262

Local authority Bracknell Forest

Inspection humber 10128665

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
oD e
Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection 2104

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 21

Name of registered person Ascot and Cranbourne Pre-school Playgroup

Committee
Registered person unique RP907298
reference number
Telephone number 01344 885020
Date of previous inspection 26 February 2016

Information about this early years setting

Ascot and Cranbourne Pre School registered in 1991. It operates from a purpose-
built unit in Cranbourne Primary School. The pre-school receives funding for the
provision of free early years education for children aged two, three and four years.
The pre-school opens five days a week during term time only, from 9am to 3pm. A
total of five staff work with the children. The manager holds early years
professional status and qualified teacher status, and all staff hold a relevant early
years qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Chris Lamey
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together and discussed
what activities are on offer for children.

m Children talked to the inspector at various times throughout the inspection and
she took account of their views.

B Discussions were held between the inspector and parents and the inspector took
account of their views.

B The inspector held discussions with the manager about her leadership and
management. They discussed several aspects, including the process of self-
evaluation, plans for continual improvement and staff supervision.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2021
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