
Inspection of The Magical Kingdom 
Nursery And Preschool
43 Church Street, Accrington BB5 2EN

Inspection date: 8 December 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Babies and children enter the nursery confidently, leaving their parents at the door 
following COVID-19 pandemic procedures. Parents comment that the staff are very 
welcoming, and their children are keen to attend. Staff have continued to exchange 
information with them about their children's progress electronically and through 
daily talks at the door. Staff arrange virtual meetings to discuss children's 
development in more detail with parents.   

Children are confident, sociable and learning to behave well. Staff encourage 
children to be polite and kind to others. Staff know the children well and provide a 
range of interesting activities, which provide opportunities for children to learn in 
all areas. Children keenly engage in activities and concentrate well. For example, 
they enjoy exploring different materials, such as glitter while making Christmas 
decorations. They practise the movements needed for early writing as they make 
circular movements with their hands, cotton wool and paintbrushes in a large tray 
of paint. Staff adapt their curriculum to meet the individual needs of every child. 
This helps all children, including those with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities, to make good progress. Children are well prepared to make the move 
up to the next room and on to school.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Following the last inspection, a newly promoted manager quickly ensured that 
she had an accurate view of the nursery. She observes staff practice and has 
begun to discuss their strengths and areas to develop with them. However, the 
impact of recent staff team changes has not been fully reviewed. This means 
that, occasionally, teaching and learning are not consistently of the highest 
quality in the pre-school room. At times, staff do not focus clearly on the 
intended learning to ensure children gain the most from an activity.

n The special educational needs coordinator supports staff well to identify 
children's needs. She works closely with parents and staff to seek external 
professional support, where required, to help all children make good progress. 

n Children with similar abilities enjoy cooking in small groups, which helps staff to 
build on children's previous knowledge and experience. Children talk about 
healthy eating as they follow different recipes, some of which are provided by 
parents. They learn to use different equipment safely, such as knives to cut fruit 
for a salad. 

n Children enjoy activities linked to their culture and those of others. At Diwali, 
they dance to Bollywood songs and make Rangoli patterns. Children make 
wreaths of poppies and take them to a local church for Remembrance Sunday. 
Children are encouraged to consider the needs of others. They make cakes and 
sell them in the local area to raise money for different charities.
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n Staff use a range of ways to help toddlers to recognise emotions and express 
how they are feeling. For example, they use facial expressions particularly well 
and encourage children to identify the different emotions displayed on the wall. 
Toddlers are encouraged to use good manners and build good social skills. 
Overall, children behave well. They are keen to get involved in activities. Staff 
manage children's behaviour consistently and sort minor squabbles quickly.

n Children develop good speaking, listening and literacy skills. Children join in with 
songs enthusiastically and learn new words introduced by staff as they play. 
Staff frequently read stories to children and purposefully provide cosy, calm 
areas for children to sit and look at books. Two-year-old children turn the pages 
appropriately and concentrate well on their chosen book. 

n Children have opportunities to develop good physical skills and coordination. 
Toddlers keenly mix ingredients to make salt dough, which they manipulate with 
their fingers, and use rollers and cutters to make Christmas decorations. 
Outdoor activities include obstacle courses.

n Children have many opportunities to hear and join in with counting. They clap 
once for every child who is in the room. They count how many bricks are in their 
tall tower and how many salt dough decorations they have made. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Since the last inspection, a new manager has been appointed, who has taken the 
role of the designated safeguarding officer. She has completed suitable child 
protection training and demonstrates a clear understanding of safeguarding 
procedures. All staff have been retrained to refresh their understanding of the 
procedures to follow if concerned about a child. Risk assessments have been 
reviewed and guards fitted to the garden door following an incident where a child 
trapped their fingers. Policies and procedures have been reviewed and improved. 
Staff monitor sleeping children and record their checks. Staff now use a newly 
purchased camera with no internet access to record children's development. 
Children's actual hours of attendance are now accurately recorded, so it is clear 
who is present and what time children have been collected. Staff now check this 
record and follow a detailed checklist at night to ensure that all children have been 
collected before securing the premises. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n evaluate and minimise the impact of staff changes to ensure good quality 
teaching and learning are consistently maintained

n ensure staff focus more clearly on what they want children to learn when 
supporting activities in the pre-school room to build on the quality of education.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY550673

Local authority Lancashire

Inspection number 10216510

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 57

Number of children on roll 30

Name of registered person The Magical Kingdom Nursery And Pre 
School Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP550672

Telephone number 07734883955

Date of previous inspection 20 May 2021

Information about this early years setting

The Magical Kingdom Nursery And Preschool registered in 2017. The nursery 
employs eight members of childcare staff. Of these, three hold an appropriate early 
years qualification at level 3, one at level 5 and three at level 6. The nursery opens 
Monday to Friday from 7.30am until 6pm, all year. The nursery provides funded 
early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lynne Naylor
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together.
n A joint observation was carried out by the inspector and the nursery manager.
n The inspector held discussions with staff, children and parents at appropriate 

times during the inspection.
n A meeting was held between the inspector and the nursery manager.
n The inspector looked at a sample of the nursery's documents. This included 

evidence about staff suitability and training.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2021
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