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Inspection of St Luke's CofE Primary 
School 
Acre Road, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT2 6EN 

 
 
 
Inspection dates: 10 and 11 November 2021 
 
 

Overall effectiveness Good 

The quality of education Good 

Behaviour and attitudes Good 

Personal development Good 

Leadership and management Good 

Early years provision Outstanding 

Previous inspection grade Outstanding 

 
This school was last inspected 14 years ago and judged ‘Outstanding’ under a previous 
inspection framework. This reflected the school’s overall effectiveness under the  
inspection framework in use at the time.  
 
From then until November 2020, the school was exempted by law from routine 
inspection, so there has been a longer gap than usual between inspections. Judgements 
in this report are based on the current inspection framework and also reflect changes 
that may have happened at any point since the last inspection.   
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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils are enthusiastic about school and are safe. They enjoy the warm and 
supportive environment leaders and staff create. Pupils play together happily in the 
playground. There is a calm, orderly atmosphere around the school. Pupils, parents 
and carers are confident that staff manage any incidents of bullying effectively 
should they occur.  
 
Each day, pupils access an extensive range of extra-curricular clubs, including 
football, chess and drama. The school is alive with wider curriculum activity before 
school, after school and at lunchtimes, such as skipping and gymnastics. Pupils 
enjoy the wide range of opportunities on offer. They talk proudly about the number 
of clubs they attend and different experiences they gain. 
 
Leaders have high expectations for all pupils. Leaders’ secure subject knowledge, 
and typically regular checks on pupils’ learning mean that pupils who are struggling 
are quickly spotted. Leaders help pupils keep up with the curriculum. This consistent 
approach leads to pupils achieving highly. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
The school curriculum is ambitious and well designed. Most subject leaders have 
strong subject knowledge. This helps them plan the curriculum well. Leaders 
sequence subject content effectively from the early years to Year 6. This means 
pupils build knowledge based on what they learned previously. For instance, the 
mathematics plans in the Nursery include many opportunities for children to develop 
an understanding of counting and number so that they are ready for learning in 
Reception and beyond.  
 
Leaders have appropriate plans to measure how well teachers teach subjects. 
Typically, teachers make sure that pupils remember important information. They 
systematically check that pupils can recall what they learned previously. This helps 
pupils to connect prior knowledge with new learning. Some teachers do not have 
secure knowledge to teach beyond their subject expertise and, as a result, pupils’ 
grasp of new knowledge is less secure. Leaders regularly check that pupils are 
knowing more and remembering more. They quickly spot any pupils who fall behind 
and put support in place to help them keep up.  
 
Leaders prioritise reading across the school. Pupils enjoy reading. They typically 
said, ‘We don’t just like reading, we love it’. When pupils are at the early stages of 
learning phonics, leaders make sure they read books matched to the sounds they 
know. This helps pupils to feel successful and builds their confidence. The school’s 
phonics programme begins as soon as children enter the school in the Nursery. 
Pupils who struggle to keep up with the programme receive additional daily support.  
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Pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities are well supported. They 
learn alongside their peers. Leaders work effectively with a range of external 
professionals to provide additional tailored support where necessary. Parents 
appreciate the guidance they receive from leaders to help their child’s learning at 
home. Pupils who speak English as an additional language are helped to develop 
their spoken and written English quickly. 
 
Pupils behave well in lessons and in the playground. Pupils know the school’s 
expectations and generally follow the rules. Teachers address low-level disruption in 
lessons so that there is minimal impact on learning. The praise, encouragement and 
rewards pupils receive help to motivate them to do their best.  
 
Leaders make sure all pupils access extra-curricular clubs and wider opportunities. 
Leaders use a fair system for allocating places so that no pupil is left out. Pupils take 
on different responsibility roles in the school, such as school council representatives 
and playground buddies. Pupils, including those in the early years, enjoy learning 
about relationships, faiths and cultures that are different to their own. 
 
The school is well led and managed. Staff feel supported by leaders and governors 
to manage their workload and prioritise their well-being. This helps to create an 
atmosphere where staff feel valued and trusted. Governors understand their role of 
providing support and challenge to leaders. Governors work closely with senior and 
subject leaders to check that they are making the right decisions. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
All staff receive training so that they know how to identify that a pupil may need 
help and support. Staff know and use the systems in the school to raise any 
concerns with leaders. Leaders work with different external organisations to provide 
help for pupils and families.  
 
Pupils know the different ways they can report a worry or any concern in school. 
They are taught how to use technology safely, including how to keep safe online. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 Some subject plans are not implemented consistently by all teachers. As a result, 

some pupils do not know and remember important knowledge to help them 
understand new learning. Leaders should prioritise training and support for 
teachers so that all subject plans are taught well by all teachers. 
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How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child's school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you 
can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, 'disadvantaged pupils' refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 102604 

Local authority Kingston upon Thames 

Inspection number 10199440 

Type of school Primary 
 

School category Foundation 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 302 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair Janet Ayris 

Headteacher Gareth Dutton 

Website www.stlukes.kingston.sch.uk 
 

Date of previous inspection 
 
  

13 June 2007 under section 5 of the 
Education Act 2005’ 

Information about this school 
 
 The current headteacher took up the post in September 2015. 

 The school uses alternative provision provided by the Kingston and Richmond 
education inclusion support service. 

 This is a Church of England school under the Diocese of Southwark. 

 The school received its most recent section 48 inspection in December 2017.  

 
Information about this inspection 
 
The inspector(s) carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 
2005. 
 
 This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 

pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with school 
leaders and have taken that into account in their evaluation. 

 Inspectors carried out deep dives in these subjects: early reading, mathematics, 
science, history and physical education. For each deep dive, inspectors met with 
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subject leaders, looked at curriculum plans, visited a sample of lessons, spoke to 
teachers, spoke to some pupils about their learning and looked at samples of 
pupils’ work. 

 Inspectors also looked at curriculum plans and spoke to leaders about some other 
subjects. 

 Inspectors checked the systems and processes to safeguard pupils. This included 
looking at safeguarding records and speaking to staff and pupils. 

 Inspectors also checked responses to Ofsted online surveys. 
 

Inspection team 

 

Andrea Bedeau, lead inspector Her Majesty's Inspector 

Rekha Bhakoo Ofsted Inspector 

Teresa Neary Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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