
Inspection of Montessori Minds
62 Eastern Road, Romford, Essex RM1 3QA

Inspection date: 29 November 2021

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are extremely happy and secure. They show a very strong sense of 
belonging and extremely positive attitudes towards learning. Staff plan an exciting 
and ambitious curriculum that captures children's interest. Children of all ages 
experience a broad and inspiring range of activities, that are well sequenced to 
fully enhance their learning. All children benefit from language-rich environments 
with lots of discussion, songs and stories. For instance, babies delight in exploring 
messy-play activities, such as flour with paintbrushes and ice and water activities. 
Staff interactions are loving and playful as they model new language to support 
their understanding. 

Toddler-age children show high levels of curiosity as they expand their knowledge 
of the world. For example, they enjoy listening to the story of Handa's Surprise, 
where staff skilfully encourage them to make predictions and discuss the different 
animals and fruits. Pre-school children learn about science and nature. For 
instance, they enjoy watering plants and are introduced to words such as 
'photosynthesis' and 'aroma'. They also show wonder when stargazing out in the 
garden as it becomes dark, and talk about the stars and the moon. Children 
behave extremely well. They show high levels of engagement and kindness to each 
other. Staff are extremely attentive to children that need extra support to better 
understand boundaries and about expected behaviour.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders are exceptionally dedicated and committed to their role. They are 
extremely knowledgeable about child development and the benefits of different 
educational approaches. This knowledge is regularly shared with other staff 
members during staff meetings and during catch-up meetings. As a result, 
children benefit from expertly planned learning experiences that motivate and 
extend their learning. 

n Leaders place strong focus on staff members' well-being. For example, staff are 
supported to develop their knowledge and skills through high-quality training 
and professional development. They also have frequent well-being checks and 
attend workshops about the importance of mindfulness and achieving a good 
work and life balance. 

n Partnerships with parents are exceptional. Parents express extremely high levels 
of satisfaction with the care and education their children receive. They state that 
they highly value the dedication of the staff, the excellent communication and 
how they feel strongly involved in their children's learning. 

n Commitment to ensuring children have high levels of consistency at nursery and 
home is highly evident. For example, staff regularly deliver parent workshops 
such as 'supporting behaviour' or 'promoting literacy'. Furthermore, staff have 
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good systems in place to support home learning. For instance, they regularly 
suggest fun home-learning activities, such as cooking activities and also operate 
a book-lending library. 

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are supported 
extremely well. Staff build collaborative relationships with other professionals 
and work closely with them to put extra support in place to enhance their 
learning. 

n Children benefit from high-quality interactions and teaching is strong. Leaders 
have the awareness and motivation needed to continuously enhance the quality 
of teaching to the highest possible level across the whole setting. 

n Children have exceptional opportunities to reflect on their differences and 
understand what makes them unique. For instance, children celebrate a wide 
range of cultural festivals and enjoy eating foods from around the world, 
dressing up and dancing to steel drummers and Bhangra drumming. 

n Children have excellent opportunities to learn about their community and the 
wider world. For instance, when police officers and fire officers visit and talk to 
them about their personal safety. 

n Staff are excellent role models and children form strong bonds with them. 
Children are polite, confident to try new things and listen extremely well.

n Children are provided with excellent opportunities to lead healthy lifestyles. For 
instance, they have daily opportunities to be active. The nursery has recently 
earned an award for supporting parents and children to eat a wide range of 
nutritious foods and make positive lifestyle choices. 

n Leaders are highly reflective and constantly strive to make new improvements to 
successfully enhance children and families experiences. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders have completed safer recruitment training and carry out rigorous 
recruitment procedures to help to ensure staff are suitable to work with children. 
All staff understand their shared responsibility to keep children safe. They know 
what signs may indicate that a child is at risk of harm and understand procedures 
to follow about any concerns about children's welfare. Staff also understand the 
'Prevent' duty which is in place to stop children and families being radicalised. Staff 
keep their first-aid training up to date and have completed the Millie's Mark first-aid 
award.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY557231

Local authority Havering

Inspection number 10175217

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 36

Number of children on roll 51

Name of registered person Montessori Minds Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP557230

Telephone number 01708935695

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Montessori Minds registered in 2018. It is located in Romford, in the London 
Borough of Havering. It provides care from 7am until 7pm, from Monday to Friday, 
all year round. Staff hold appropriate childcare qualifications ranging from level 4 to 
level 2. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Amy Mckenzie
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector and leader completed a learning walk together and discussed the 
curriculum intent. 

n The inspector observed activities and the quality of interactions between staff 
and children.

n Parents' views were taken into account through discussions and by reviewing 
written feedback. 

n Essential documentation was reviewed, such as evidence of staff members' 
suitability and training certificates. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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