
Inspection of St Lukes Pre-School
St. Lukes Church Hall, Raglan Road, Bromley, Kent BR2 9NN

Inspection date: 17 November 2021

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are very warmly welcomed into this very well-established, outstanding and 
vibrant pre-school. Children leave parents with great enthusiasm when they first 
arrive. This shows they feel tremendously safe and emotionally secure. Younger 
children who need extra help to settle are reassured by extremely attentive staff. 
Key staff thoughtfully lead some children by the hand on arrival. They give children 
lots of reassurance and support the youngest children's needs to the highest level. 
This helps all children to settle quickly and to further promote their emotional well-
being.

Children learn key skills and they are exceptionally well prepared for when they 
move on to school and for their future success. For example, children learn to write 
their names, count and subtract numbers beyond 10. They independently use the 
toilet and wash their hands, cut fruit during snack time and wipe their own nose to 
further promote their self-help skills. Children behave exceptionally well. For 
instance, children keenly share favourite toys, wait for their turn in conversation, 
push chairs under tables and help to tidy toys.

Children are remarkably motivated and eager learners. For example, children 
enthusiastically explore their surroundings. They keenly look under logs as they 
search for insects. Children recognise and remember names, such as 'woodlice', 
'slug' and 'earwig'. They enthusiastically discover different sounds when they 
keenly bang metal pots and pans with sticks.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The extremely dedicated manager and long-standing staff team work tirelessly 
and with integrity, to help all children have the best possible start. The manager 
ensures that all children, particularly children with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities, have full access to their entitlement to early education. Key 
staff work very successfully with other professionals to ensure excellent 
outcomes for all children. The manager very effectively engages with other early 
years settings that children also attend and the local schools. This helps to 
ensure consistency in care and learning as well as a smooth transition to school.

n The manager very effectively uses performance management, peer-on-peer 
observations, regular supervision and evaluation to help successfully identify 
staff's strengths and professional development opportunities. For example, the 
manager successfully cascades training to further promote boys' learning and 
extend the excellent experiences outdoors. Staff consistently report very high 
levels of support from the manager, particularly during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
for their well-being. 

n Parents are kept very well informed about their children's education, learning 
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and progress over time. For example, the key person regularly provides a 
written summary of their children's progress, including how parents can help and 
support children's learning at home. For instance, children take home books and 
activities to further promote early reading skills. During the pandemic, staff read 
stories to children online and the manager sent folders home full of activities, 
such as art and crafts, to help children continue to learn while they stayed at 
home.

n The highly qualified staff team consistently plans a curriculum to provide 
children with a wonderful, language-rich environment. For instance, staff 
enthusiastically read a story about a stick man, using props and puppets. Staff 
successfully encourage children to recall favourite parts of the story to further 
promote their early communication and language skills and memory. 

n Children make excellent progress in mathematics, due to the carefully 
sequenced curriculum. Staff are skilled in their teaching. They consistently use 
mathematical language alongside children's play. Children begin to recognise 
mathematical patterns and understand measurement. They enthusiastically find 
a tape measure and shout, 'Let's measure!' Staff consistently label numbers, 
shapes, colours and sizes when children play with dough. Children concentrate 
as they skilfully cut dough pizzas in half and say, 'It's a big piece.' Children are 
very keen learners.

n The manager and staff have a clear vision for the pre-school. They have highly 
effective self-evaluation systems in place to consistently provide outstanding 
care, teaching and learning. Parents very positively share their views through 
the use of questionnaires and consultations. Parents speak very highly of the 
pre-school's care and education of their children. Many parents become 
emotional as they share their wonderful experiences with the inspector.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff know how to keep children safe and promote their welfare 
exceptionally well. They maintain up-to-date knowledge of safeguarding and child 
protection through regular training. This helps them identify, understand and 
respond to signs of possible abuse and neglect in a timely manner. The manager 
and staff very confidently explain their role to protect children from extreme views 
and beliefs. They know the correct local reporting procedures to raise their 
concerns about a child's safety and welfare. Staff carry out daily checks of the 
premises to ensure they remain safe for children to use.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 137353

Local authority Bromley

Inspection number 10137799

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 46

Name of registered person Marshall, Sheila Dawn

Registered person unique 
reference number RP511628

Telephone number 020 8466 0579

Date of previous inspection 21 January 2016

Information about this early years setting

St Lukes Pre-School registered in 1998. The pre-school is located in the London 
Borough of Bromley and operates during term time. Sessions run Monday to Friday 
from 8.45am to midday, and on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 12.30pm to 
3.45pm. There are eight staff; of these, one holds an early years degree and six 
members of staff hold early years qualifications at level 3. The pre-school receives 
funding to provide free early years education for children age two, three and four 
years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jane Morgan
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the pre-school received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n A range of documentation was viewed by the inspector, including public liability 
insurance, the safeguarding policy and procedures, and paediatric first-aid 
qualifications.

n A meeting was held between the inspector and the manager to discuss 
arrangements for self-evaluation, safe recruitment and staff suitability. 

n The inspector spoke to children, staff and parents at appropriate times during 
the inspection. 

n A joint observation was carried out by the inspector and the manager to 
evaluate the organisation, quality and experiences provided.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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