
Inspection of Mary Platt Methodist 
Pre-School
Lorton Street, Cockermouth CA13 9RH

Inspection date: 30 November 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children play in a safe and stimulating environment. They love being outdoors and 
spend plenty of time exploring the environment. Children behave well and follow 
staff's instructions. For example, children competently help tidy away the resources 
ready for their next activity when asked by staff. They do this with much 
enthusiasm because they know they are going outside. Children's independence is 
supported. They learn to remove their indoor shoes and find themselves a 
matching pair of boots. Their independence is further promoted by staff helping 
children to learn how to put on their own coat. These opportunities help prepare 
children for the future move to school. 

Children thrive and their physical and emotional well-being is promoted well. For 
example, children's faces light up with excitement as they peddle wheeled toys 
through powder paint scattered on the ground. Staff encourage children to look at 
the patterns they make and help them to recognise the different colours. Children 
learn about the natural world around them. They go on a nature walk round the 
garden and collect leaves and sticks that match to a nature worksheet. Children sit 
in dens and enjoy reading stories with staff. Afterwards, they re-enact their 
favourite stories while following a set of visual clues. 

Children demonstrate that they are happy and safe. The manager and staff warmly 
welcome the parents and children at the garden gate. Parents do not come inside, 
due to the setting's COVID-19 risk assessment. However, staff successfully share 
information with the parents verbally and through an online programme. This helps 
to ensure that parents feel fully involved in their child's learning. Children are 
happy to be left at the gate. Those children who may be feeling a little anxious 
soon settle quickly through the nurturing approach used by staff to help make 
them feel secure. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and staff have high expectations for all children. They know the 
children well. Staff follow children's interests to support them in a way that is 
appropriate to their individual needs and level of development. This is especially 
helpful for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities. Staff allow 
children to settle at their own pace and provide numerous sensory resources 
that they know children enjoy listening to and exploring. Children are given 
additional support when required and targeted plans are put in place to help 
children to reach their full potential. 

n Leaders and managers are ambitious and passionate about their vision for the 
pre-school. The manager consistently evaluates the pre-school provision and has 
introduced many changes since her recent appointment. There is a strong focus 
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on staff well-being, and regular supervision meetings and training are a high 
priority. Staff report that they feel supported and are able to discuss any 
concerns they have about their key children and know these will be followed up.

n Staff work in close partnerships with parents. Parents are very happy with the 
care and learning their children receive. They comment on the manager's and 
staff's commitment to keeping in touch during closures related to COVID-19. 
They appreciate how involved they can be in their child's education. 

n Children benefit greatly from visits into the pre-school by people who help them, 
such as the dentist. Following the visit, staff continue to teach children about the 
importance of good oral hygiene. For instance, they provide activities to help 
children understand the importance of looking after their teeth and keeping their 
bodies healthy. Children make healthy choices around food at mealtimes and 
they eagerly take part in indoor exercise sessions.

n Children learn new skills and staff help them to embed their learning. For 
example, children are learning a language programme that uses signs together 
with speech and symbols. Children recall previous symbols they can use and 
demonstrate them with much success. This activity promotes children's 
attention, listening, understanding, memory and expressive speech and 
language. Children enjoy singing action songs and play musical instruments in 
time to the music. Staff communicate well with children during conversations, 
story time and group time activities. However, occasionally, staff do not always 
provide sufficient time to enable children to respond to questions. This means 
that children, especially those with limited speech and language, are not enabled 
to elaborate on their thoughts, ideas and further speaking skills. 

n The curriculum for literacy and mathematics is effective. Staff incorporate 
counting into children's planned activities and spontaneous play. For example, 
children count how many cocktail sticks and sweets they need to add to their 
Christingle orange. Staff help children to learn about the meaning of this 
celebration in readiness for their Christmas service in the church building. 
Children visit shops and other places of interest in their community. However, 
opportunities for children to reflect on their own cultural background and help 
them to understand what makes them unique and celebrate what they have in 
common are limited.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good knowledge of safeguarding and child protection issues. They 
know what to do if they are concerned about a child's welfare, including people 
being exposed to extremist views. Staff demonstrate they can identify, help and 
manage situations where a child is at possible risk of abuse or harm. There are 
clear procedures for reporting safeguarding concerns to relevant agencies. Staff 
undertake careful risk assessments to check that all areas used by children are safe 
and secure. Children receive good levels of supervision to help keep them safe. 
Leaders and managers have robust processes in place for safe recruitment. This 
includes the ongoing suitability of all those associated with the pre-school.
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What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop further staff's knowledge of speaking and listening strategies to ensure 
sufficient time is given for children to respond to questions, and elaborate on 
their thoughts, ideas and speaking skills

n extend opportunities for children to reflect on their cultural background and help 
them to understand what makes them unique and celebrate what they have in 
common.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2519649

Local authority Cumbria

Inspection number 10207999

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 3

Total number of places 29

Number of children on roll 35

Name of registered person Mary Platt Methodist Pre-School

Registered person unique 
reference number 2519648

Telephone number 07974800297

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Mary Platt Methodist Pre-School re-registered in 2019. The pre-school employs six 
members of childcare staff who all hold a qualification at level 3. The pre-school 
opens from Monday to Friday, term time only. Sessions are from 9am until midday, 
lunch midday until 12.30pm, afternoon session from 12.30pm until 3.30pm. The 
pre-school offers full day provision from 9am until 3.30pm. The pre-school provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Carys Millican
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual about the leadership and 
management of the setting and shared documentation to demonstrate the 
suitability of staff.

n Staff and children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation during the 

inspection. 
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 

about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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