
Inspection of Playaway Day Nursery 
UK Ltd
The Corner House, 1 Maddocks Slade, BURNHAM-ON-SEA, Somerset TA8 2AN

Inspection date: 25 November 2021

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children flourish in a highly stimulating and inspiring environment at this unique 
nursery. Children are made to feel extremely welcome by staff, who greet them 
warmly. Staff are attentive and provide high levels of exceptional care, which 
meets the needs of all children. Children's emotional well-being is supported 
exceptionally well. They spend time in 'family groups' where staff tailor the 
environment and their teaching to support children's emerging interests. All 
children make the best possible progress, including those with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities and two-year-olds in receipt of funding.
Books feature in every room. Staff skilfully teach children to use books as a source 
of information, for example, children find out about farm vehicles in non-fiction 
books. Children show sustained levels of interest as they listen to staff reading 
stories. This supports children's early literacy skills excellently. Young children relish 
undertaking a 'Gruffalo' hunt and excitedly look for characters from the story that 
are hidden in the garden. Older children learn letter sounds during 'family group' 
time, successfully preparing them for school.
Children are fully involved in decision-making and their ideas and thoughts are 
valued. Every achievement is celebrated. For instance, children's artwork and 
models are proudly displayed throughout the nursery.
While home visits have been paused, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, procedures 
to settle new children into the nursery remain highly effective.  Staff have 
enhanced other procedures to ensure they gather as much information as possible 
about children. They have also added extra sessions to help them build close bonds 
with new children.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The management team are reflective and very passionate about continually 
improving the quality of the nursery. There is strong focus on the well-being of 
staff, who consistently state that they are extremely well supported. Staff have 
outstanding training opportunities, including bespoke training to support 
individual staff training needs. This ensures staff have an excellent knowledge of 
the curriculum and how their teaching has an impact on positive outcomes for 
children.

n Teaching is consistently of a high quality throughout the nursery. The highly 
experienced staff team continuously reflect on the engagement levels of the 
children. They adapt the ambitious curriculum to support children's progress 
based on what they need to learn next. Children maintain interest during 
activities and are highly motivated to learn.

n Children skilfully use a range of equipment in the outdoor area, such as 
balancing blocks, large tyres and planks. This encourages children to take part in 
challenging physical activities and take age-appropriate risks. Children also play 
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an active role in assessing and reducing risks as they discuss the safety of the 
equipment and resources with staff.

n Mealtimes are a social occasion where staff and children talk about their day. 
Children are very independent. They proudly help to complete tasks in 
preparation for mealtimes, such as organising the tables and chairs and placing 
the cutlery. Children enjoy a wide range of healthy and nutritious meals. Fruit 
bowls are available in each room which allow children to help themselves 
throughout the day.

n Children's behaviour is superb. Young children play cooperatively together and 
older children are encouraged to help create their own rules for good behaviour. 
Therefore, children have a clear understanding of right and wrong. Staff are 
effective role models and teach the children to value and respect each other.

n Community and partnership working is a strength of the nursery. The 
management team have currently paused their practice of inviting visitors to the 
nursery, instead they support children to learn about the wider world through 
taking part in the gardening club activities and attending regular visits to the 
local community. Staff make excellent use of technology to gather information 
and help children closely follow their interests and ideas, such as to look up the 
sound grey squirrels make.

n Parents speak very positively about the nursery, and they state they cannot 
recommend the nursery highly enough. They comment on the comprehensive 
daily feedback they receive. They are extremely happy with their children's 
achievements and progress. Parents report that their children are ready for 
school.

n Early reading and mathematics are embedded in all activities. Children enjoy 
using clipboards and pencils indoors and outdoors to explore making marks and 
develop their early writing anywhere in the nursery.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff are well trained and access regular updates on safeguarding. This means staff 
have detailed knowledge and understanding of all types of abuse and how to keep 
children safe. Designated leads have a secure understanding of their role in 
safeguarding children. They respond rapidly to support vulnerable children. Staff 
are deployed effectively to support the needs of the children across the various 
playrooms, which helps to keep children safe during their play.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY436849

Local authority Somerset

Inspection number 10125873

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 33

Number of children on roll 74

Name of registered person Playaway Day Nursery (UK) Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP531106

Telephone number 01278782290

Date of previous inspection 18 February 2015

Information about this early years setting

Playaway Day Nursery UK Ltd registered as a limited company in 2011. It is 
situated in a converted house in Burnham-on-Sea, Somerset. The nursery provides 
funded early education for children aged two, three and four years. The nursery 
operates in line with the Reggio Emilia educational philosophy. The management 
team are all qualified to level 6, one holds an early years degree, one has early 
years professional status and the other early years teacher status. All other staff 
are qualified to level 3 with the exception of two apprentices. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Corinna Laing
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about the curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided both indoors and 
outdoors and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 
manager and discussed the quality of teaching. 

n The inspector spoke to parents and took account of their views.
n The inspector spoke with the management team about the leadership and 

management of the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2021
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